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Butrus-Ghali on Bosnia, Italy’s UN Role 


PM2903113493 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
25 Mar 93 p 14-15 


[Interview with UN Secretary General Butrus Butrus- 
Ghali by Arturo Zampaglione in New York; date not 
given] 


[Text] New York—‘“We are near deadlock,” Butrus 
Butrus-Ghali now admits, assessing the diplomatic 
catastrophe in the former Yugoslavia. For weeks, the UN 
secretary general maintained a stubborn stance over the 
Vance-Owen peace plan for Bosnia, rejecting any temp- 
tation to intervene. 


He was even compared to Chamberlain, the British 
prime minister who was too weak with the Nazis. But he 
never “surrendered,” either when confronted with criti- 
cism or when confronted with the mass graves, the 
Muslim rape victims, and the humiliation of the Blue 
Helmets. 


“There is still an opportunity to negotiate, but ve have 
to work out what to do if everything jams up,” Butrus- 
Ghali now says, in an interview with LA REPUBBLICA 
just as he receives news, in his office on the 38th floor of 
the Glass Palace, of the Security Council's umpteenth 
failure to reach a decision. For the third consecutive day, 
it has failed to vote in favor cf the use of force to enforce 
the “no-fly zone” over Bosnia. While Bosnian Serbs are 
shooting at UN forces in Srebrenica, breaking their 
promises, their leader Radovan Karadzic has abandoned 
the New York negotiations once and for all. 


To tackle this impasse, the secretary general proposes to 
reconvene the London conference of the United Nations 
and Europe which set the peace process in motion last 
year. But is there not a danger that that will be just 
another waste of time? That its cost will be too dear in 
terms of genocide and ethnic cleansing? Butrus-Ghali 
insists: The war in Bosnia is not yet an all-out war; the 
international community has already succeeded in doing 
a lot. Nor must we think that the whole world’s future 
depends on that rib of Eastern Europe. 


He also gets the message across that he has no intention of 
becoming a hostage of Sarajevo, the Balkans, or indeed 
Europe: Because he also has a global plan to conclude 
before his mandate expires in three and a half years’ time. 
He has to “get ready for the 21st century” (in the words of 
the title of Yale historian Paul Kennedy's book, lying on 
his desk) and equip the United Nations for the new 
challenges—ethnic, tribal, religious, and ecological rather 
than nuclear—in a world which no longer has the cold war. 


[Zampaglione] Mr. Butrus-Ghali, what sense is there in 
negotiations with the warring factions in the former Yugo- 
slavia if they appear to be the first to reject dialogue? 


{Butrus-Ghali] It is difficult to think of many other 
concrete alternatives, which would anyway have to be 
approved by the Security Council and the European 
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nations. If the peace process were to reach deadlock, | 
think a second London conference should be convened, 
like last year’s. 


[Zampaglione] But is that not a further waste of time? 


{Butrus-Ghali] I know it might not look like it, but so far 
not very much time has passed: Negotiations only got off 
the ground in January. And it is impossible to solve such 
a complex problem as that of the former Yugoslavia ‘na 
few months: It takes years. On the other hand, we must 
not underestimate the positive things we have been avle 
to achieve. First of all, the conflict has not spread, it has 
not become a true war. Second, we are able to give 
humanitarian aid to at least 2 million people. And | 
would also like to add that as secretary general I must act 
like a good doctor, considering all the cases which are put 
before me, without discrimination. Thus, it is also my 
duty to publicize the minor situations which are not 
called Bosnia or Somalia, which people want to forget. 


[Zampaglione] This attention to problems worldwide 
was in your list of good intentions when you took Javier 
Perez de Cuellar’s place in early 1991. But your behavior 
seems to convey greater pessimism. Above all, in a world 
dominated by just one superpower, the United Nations 
often looks like a train which people board when it is 
convenient, and from which they alight when they have 
some other means at their disposal: The Blue Helmets 
are used in the Balkans, where there is the risk of a new 
Vietnam, but not in the Persian Gulf, where the Ameri- 
cans have chosen to maintain control over the coalition. 


[Butrus-Ghali] There is not one but at least 22 crisis points 
in the world today which the United Nations has to tackle. 
And the secretary general is called on each day to face new 
problems in a changing world; which, incidentally, makes 
it a fruitless exercise to compare his performance with that 
of his predecessor. It seems to me, however, that the 
United Nations is playing an increasingly incisive role. We 
are helping the democratization process in 46 countries. 
We are taking part in the creation of governments in El 
Salvador, Cambodia, and Somalia. We organized the Rio 
summit on the environment. In June we are holding a 
human rights summit in Vienna. 


[Zampaglione] And yet, Mr. Secretary General, everyone 
seems to have it in for you. How come? Is it perhaps 
because you insist on wearing a politician's clothes 
rather than those of a diplomat? 


{Butrus-Ghali] If there is malcontent on account of my 
behavior, it is because I am very active. 


[Zampaglione] Does the United Nations have any ene- 
mies, and if so, who are they? 


[Butrus-Ghali] Those who attach greater importance to 
the internal affairs of individual countries, to the detri- 
ment of international politics. Those who do not under- 
stand that the cold war is over, who base their activities 
on discrimination. 
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[Zampaglione] And also those who are against having a 
military contingent at the disposal of the United Nations 
for rapid intervention activities? 


[Butrus-Ghali] My proposal is going forward, France 
agrees, the Scandinavians too; I hope to sign an agree- 
ment in the next few months. And Washington has also 
(ranged its position, as shown by Bill Clinton's different 
attitude toward the operation in Somalia. 


[Zampaglione] In mid-April, you will be paying an 
official visit to Rome. You will be asked to allow Italy a 
greater political role within the framework of UN oper- 
ations in Somalia. Will you repeat your “niet”? 


[Butrus-Ghali] It is not fair to link participation in UN 
peace forces to obtaining a position of command. 
Besides, an Italian is already my special representative in 
Mozambique. In April I will also say that Italy has an 
important role in the United Nations, as has been seen in 
‘ts contribution to peace in Mozambique and the fact 
tat it sent a military contingent to Somalia, where Italy 
will also be taking part in the reconstruction. 


[Zampaglione] You summoned Marco Vianello-Chiodo to 
run the Glass Palace's information sector and you will be 
assigning an important task to Vieri Taxler, who is about 
to hand over his post as Italian ambassador to the United 
Nations to Francesco Paolo Fulci. What does that mean: 
Can Italy hope to increase its presence in the UN staff? 


[Butrus-Ghali] I do not think so. You also have Giorgio 
Giacomelli, the UN representative in Vienna, and we 
have to make room for at least 30 countries which have 
recently joined. 


Woerner Views NATO Involvement in Bosnia 


AU3003095693 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network in 
German 0517 GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Telephone interview with NATO Secretary General 
Manfred Woerner by Karin Beindorff—tive] 


[Text] [Beindorff} At a meeting in Brussels yesterday [29 
March], 15 NATO defense ministers and 18 defense min- 
isters from the CIS and the Eastern European countries 
called upon the Bosnian Serbs to accept the UN peace 
plan. However, what should be done—possibly even mil- 
itarily—if the killing in the former Yugoslavia were to 
continue, was not said. The meeting was intended to 
coordinate common blue helmet missions in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina and in other crisis areas. Such peacekeeping 
measures were an important conflict-prevention and cri- 
sis-management instrument, said NATO Secretary Gen- 
eral Manfred Woerner, whom I welcome on the telephone 
now. Good morning, Mr. Woe-ner. 


[Woerner] Good morning, Mrs. Beinuorff. 


[Beindorff] Mr. Woerner, by your remark you can hardly 
have meant the former Yugoslavia, because the: can be 
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no talk about conflict prevention or crisis management 
by the UN troops. Or are you satisfied with the UN 
mission and its results? 


[Woerner] I do not think anyone can be satisfied with it, 
since we have so far confined ourselves to humanitarian 
measures under the auspices of the United Nations. We 
must, of course, see that the situation is extremely compli- 
cated. In view of possible future crises, we agreed yesterday 
to deal with the prevention of crises to a much larger 
extent, in other words, to take political measures and 
possibly also peacekeeping measures by order of the 
United Natiows that should prevent the ou break of such 
con licts. 


[Beindorff]} What do you expect to come from your 
appeal to the Serbs? 


[Woerner] Well, that is hard to say. Currently, pressure on 
the Serbs is increasing—thank God. This is possibly the 
reason the cease-fire has lasted so far, fortunately. Nobody 
knows whether it will continue. We all hope it will, but we 
cannot be sure. I hope the Western European Union will 
decide to tighten the embargo on the Danube. I also think 
the UN Security Council will put its intention into practice 
and tighten the sanctions on a large scale, if the Serbs 
refuse to sign the plan. NATO is ready to he!p impose the 
flight ban, if we are asked to do so, and he!p carry out the 
peace plan if it were to come about. 


[Beindorff] Would you want to see the appeal you made 
yesterday interpreted as a threat? 


[Woerner] Look, I am NATO secretary general. We only 
voice threats if we are sure that we can put our threats 
into practice. That may distinguish us from others. That 
is why I do not voice threats, unless | am sure I can use 
the necessary instruments. Because it is the United 
Nations that decides on such a matter, and not NATO, 
which only acts to support the United Nations, I cannot 
comment on it at this point. 


[Beindorff] Do you regret that NATO cannot decide 
this? 


[Woerner] No, I think it is legitimate for the United 
Nations to take over the leadership in this crisis. It did so 
at the request of the Europeans. We can organize coop- 
eration with Russia and China through the United 
Nations. | think this is necessary, and that is why it 
makes sense to call in the United Nations, which repre- 
sents the international community. 


[Beindorff] Mr. Woerner, is the Vance-Owen peace plan 
feasible at all? Some experts doubt it. 


[Woerner] Some people doubt it. | think and I hope it 
will ' ¢ modified. 


[Beindorff} In what direction? 


[Woerner] Both sides—the Muslims and the Serbs— 
were dissatisfied with it. So some minor changes were 
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made, which also allowed Muslim leader Izetbegovic to 
sign it. Since I do not take part in the negotiations, | 
cannot assess the details. 


[Beindorff] Mr. Woerner, do you genera/iy believe that 
the envisaged subdivision into ethaic cantons can solve 
the problem? 


[Woerner] Look, you are talking with the NATO secretary 
general. It is not up to me to judge those who negotiate on 
behalf of the United Nations. Everyone knows that there 
will be a complicated settlement, and that it will of course 
not be easy to imp!ement such a plan. Nonetheless, an 
effort will have to be made to carry it out, because the 
United Nations does not see an alternative. The U.S. 
President, who has been very skeptical about the plan and 
has appointed a special mediator, is also trying to correct 
the plan. But I do not think there will be an absolutely new 
initiative. That is why we must try to put the plan into 
practice, once the sides involved have signed it. We are 
ready to help implement it. 


[Beindorff] Will there possibly be extended blue helmet 
missions in which the Eastern European states would 
also be involved? 


[Woerner] If a peace plan were to be concluded, | think 
indeed that NATO troops should not be the only ones to 
help implement it, but the members of our Cooperation 
Council—the central and Eastern European states as well 
as Russia and the CIS—should support us. Judging by the 
discussion we had yesterday, I think I can consider their 
participation. It is true that we did not discuss the details, 
but these states are ready on principle to take part in such 
operations. Some of them have some experience in peace- 
keeping missions and also said so yesterday. 


[Beindorff] You mentioned Russia, Mr. Woerner. Rus- 
sian Defense Minister Pavel Grachev took also part in 
the meeting yesterday. In the beginning, it was not clear 
whether he would be able to take part. What did he say 
about the situation in his country and the role of the 
Russian Army? 


[Woerner] Well, he said the situation was stable, law and 
order were not jeopardized. He seemed to be extremely 
relaxed—which surprised me—and quite optimistic. Of 
course, we do not know how he really feels deep down. 
He has very deliberately kept the Army out of this 
conflict and power struggle, because he knows very 
well—I think—that an involvement in such a conflict 
could split the Army. 


[Beindorff} Does NATO assume that in the power 
struggle in Russia, the Army could possibly constitute a 
serious danger? It is generally known that the Russian 
Army is highly armed. 
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[Woerner] We can only speculate here. I can tell you 
what l think personally. I do not think the Russian Army 
intends to, or would, organize a putsch. It does not look 
as if it would. However, if a putsch were to be made from 
the political camp, we can of course not rule out the 
possibility that the Army or sections of the Army would 
join the putschists. | do not think anyone can predict at 
this point whether such a putsch 1s likely. 


[Beindorff} But NATO cannot totally rule out the possi- 
bility that it must be prepared for such a case. 


[Woerner] Being the Russians’ cooperation partners, we 
are of course bringing our influence to bear on them to 
back the forces of democracy and reform. All our member 
states have clearly embarked on this lyne, and our contacts 
also serve the goal to stabilize the situation. I do not want 
to specr'ate on what would happen if a putsch took place. 


[Beindorff] Mr. Woerner, a final question. The United 
States gave more specific details yesterday on the with- 
drawal of its troops from Europe. It has long been clear 
that U.S. troops will be withdrawn. We know now that 
190.000 troops will stay in Europe. Does that meet your 
wishes? 


[Woerser] Well, I would say it 1s sufficient. If the number 
does not drop below 100,000. | am personally satisfied. 
We all would have liked to see a larger number deployed 
here, but 100,000 is a threshold with which we can live. 
It is still a presence that makes sense militarily and shows 
that the United States’ commitment in Europe will be 
maintained and is not just of a symbolic nature. 


Czech, U.S. Joint Military Actions Proposed 


AU 3003173093 Prague CTK in Enelish 1752 GMT 
28 Mar 93 


[Text] Brussels, March 28 (CTK)}—The Unnted States has 
suggested creating a U.S.-Czech team to consider joint 
actions by the two countries’ Armed Forces, Czech Min- 
ister of Defense Antonin Baudys said today after a meeting 
with U.S. Undersecretary of Defense Wilham Perry here. 


Baudys said this stand represents a significant shift in the 
American position, one that shows the U.S. considers the 
Czech Republic a trustworthy partner. Baudys said the 
Czech Government will consider the U.S. proposal next 
weck. He also suggested to Perry that NATO represen- 
tatives might operate in the Czech Republic. 


Baudys said the U.S. praised the Czech Republic for its 
readiness to talk about participating in an intervention 
in Yugoslavia. Such participation would consist of sup- 
port services, especially medical 


Baudys arrived in Brussels March 26 to take part in a 
meeting of defense ministers from member states of the 
North Atlantic Council for Cooperation (NACC) and to 
hold talks with NATO officials. 
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Chernomrdin Assures EC ‘Troika’ Reforms 
‘Irreversible’ 


BR2903 144993 Brussels LA LIBRE BELGIQUE in 
French 29 Mar 93 p 5 


[Article by Moscow correspondent Boris Toumanov: “At 
aS oe Willy Claes Remains Confi- 
t"] 


[Text] Belgian Foreign Minister Willy Claes was in 
Moscow at the weekend for the Eurupean troika’s 24- 
hour visit, which dealt with ‘he strategic problems of 
rapprochement between the EC and Russia. He found 
himscif at the epicenter of a political crisis which, 
according to the impression he gave us on Saturday, 
would not appear to be a serious obstacle to cooperation 
between Europe and Russia at this time. 


Prudent Optimist 


economy, when this strategy consists of assimilating any 
economic and financial aid from the West more effi- 
ciently into the framework of support for the Russian 
democratic process? 
Mr. Claes said that he was impressed by the assurances 
expressed by Mr. Chernomyrdin, during his meeting 
with the Curopean troika, when he discussed the irre- 
versible nature of the economic reforms in Russia. The 
chief of Beigian diplomacy defined the exact areas where 
EC-Russian cooperation already seems to have made the 
progress. These are cooperation projects in the 
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hope of convincing them to acce™: the Vance-Owen plan 
and to forestall any toughening of coercive measures 
against Serbia. 

Mr. Claes disclosed that Mr. Kozyrev did not hide from 
his EC dialogue partners the fact that this “nuance” of 
Russian diplomacy was dictated hy the increasingly stiff 
domestic pressure in Russia exerted by the conservative 
opposition. Sunday's dramatic even:s at the ninth Con- 
gress of People’s Deputies of Russia showed the true 
extent of that pressure. Indeed, it has reached a point 
where Mr. Claes’ analysis must be set aside, at least 
temporarily. 


* French Request for EC Delay of Norway Talks 
Overruled 


93P20111A Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
26 Mar 93 p 2 


[Unattributed article: “French Propose Delayꝰ] 


[Text] France demanded that the EC postpone its nego- 
tiations with Norway, but suffered a humiliating defeat, 
preceded by a scolding from Denmark. 


Just a few hours after the EC Commission presented its 
report on Norway Wednesday morning [24 March]. 
repeating its assurances that negotiations will start 5 
April, France made a surprise attempt ai poking sticks in 
the wheel. This happened as the EC Commission deliv- 
ered the report to the permanent representatives of the 
member countries in Brussels. 


At that point the French ambassador said, according to 
information from well-informed sources, that there 
would not be sufficient time to study the report if the 
negotiations are to start ꝰ April. He therefore asked for a 
one-month postponement of the start of the negotia- 
uons 


Ambassador Gunnar Riberholdt, on behalf of the 
Danish chairmanship, strongly repudiated the demand 
and pointed out that France and the other member 
countnes long ago decided that the negotiations with 
Norway would start 5 April. France was not backed by 
any other countnes and had to give in. 


AFTENPOSTEN has been told that the French demand 
probably is tied to the unclear situation in that country 
before a change of government. Officials are therefore 
reluctant to interpret the French move as a sign of lack of 
enthusiasm for negotiating «with Norway. The incident 
shows, however, that one must be prepared for problems 
to arise during the negotiations. 


Norway Slow” 


All indications are that things will get going on 5 April, 
but it might turn out in the end that Norway is the one 
causing delays in the negotiations with the EC, although 
by the end of April we should have caught up with the 
two-month head start that Sweden, Finland, and Austria 
have in their negotiations with the EC. Immediately after 
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the staxt of negotiations, Norway's chief negotiator, 
Ambassador Eivinn Berg, will draw up a tight schedule 
in a meeting with EC negotiator Steffen Smidt. 


After which Berg hopes that the real negotiating round 
can take place as soon as late April. This would be 
possible because Norway has already reviewed the EC's 
regulations together with the three other applicant coun- 
tries. It is expected that the EC will suggest to Norway to 
first tackle the same topics the others started with; these 
have already been worked on through the EEA [Euro- 
pean Economic Area]. 


Extra-Heavy Load 


“Being able to negotiate concomitantly with the others is 
of inestimable value, for instance on agricultural issues,” 
said Ambassadot Berg. At the same time he does not 
conceal that Norway may eventually lag behind. 


“We bring with us a heavier load than the others. One 
reason is that we have significant fisheries issues for 
which we must find a solution,” said Berg. 


Hardly anyone in Brussels, cither in the EC or on the 
applicant side, believe that the negotiations can be 
completed so rapidly that the EC can induct its new 
members in January 1995. 


One of the many elements that complicate things 1s the 
fact that the negotiations are not completed from the 
EC's point of view until the European Parliament has 
ratified them. Since there will be new parliamentary 
elections in June of next year, the results of the negoti- 
ations would have to be ready for the present parlia- 
ment’s approval already by Easter. 


WEU Agrees ‘In Principle’ to Policing of Danube 
LD3103121993 Hilversum Radio Netherlands in 
English 1130 GMT 31 Mar 93 


[Text] The members states of the Western European 
Union, the WEU, have agreed in principle on a plan to 
Station an international police force on the Danube 
River. The task of the force will be to prevent violations 
via this waterway of the UN embargo against Serbia. 
According to the secretary general of the WEU, Hol- 
land's Willem Van Eekelen, the force should be given the 
authority and equipment to stop and, if necessary, detain 
vessels. The Danube states, Romania, Bulgaria, and 
Hungary, have repeatedly said they're unable to exercise 
effective control of Serbian shipping on the Danube. 


AFP Rounds Up Fishing Crisis Developments 


AU3103095293 Paris AFP in English 0226 GMT 
31 Mar 93 


[Text] Paris, March 31 (AFP)—The current fishing crisis 
has been spreading across Europe as a result of years of 
“over-fishing,”” European Community policies and now 
cheap imports from the former East Bloc. 
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In France, Germany, Britain, Denmark, and Spain to an 
extent, fishermen are at their battle stations. Their 
occasionally violent actions are mainly directed against 
the EC authorities in Brussels, but are also creating 
tensions between community countries. 


French fishermen launched the movement at the begin- 
ning of March with demonstrations, laying waste the 
national fish market at Rungis, near Paris, and super- 
markets, and blocking fish imports from wherever they 
had come, including EC member Britain. 


In return, the British have blocked French trucks and 
taken retaliatory action in ports, complaining of the 
French authorities’ inaction in the face of the French 
hostilities. 


Scottish fishermen are also having to contend with 
“dumping™ of imports, and fish industry experts say as a 
result their income fell by 35 to 40 percent in January 
and February compared with last year. 


However the real sign of stormy times ahead 1s the 
all-out strike launched Monday by the Danes—in protest 
at restrictive quotas decided in Brussels—against non- 
EC imports and against their Joss of income. 


The situ: .n of Danish fisherman has become cata- 
strophic. 


The European Commiqwon has rduced their annual cod 
quota from 20,000 to 9,000 tonnes, while the value of 
fish landed in January “as less than half that in the same 
month of 1992. 


French fishermen for their part estimate their income 
has fallen by 30 percent in the first two months of the 
year, as a result of imports from Russia and the United 
States. 


Total imports of non-EC fish into France increased 134 
percent in January, according to official figures. 


German fisherman Tuesday occupied the Kiel canal 
linking the North Sea to the Baltic, protesting against 
both a fall in prices and the quotas, notably of herring, 
and the “dumping” of cheap imports from former 
Eastern Bloc countries. 


The situation has also been tense in Spain over the last 
two years ever since the govenment, implementing an 
EC plan, decided to reduce the size of a fishing fleet. It is 
composed mainly of small boats and accounts directly or 
indirectly for nearly 100,000 jobs. 


In Spain, the same causes have had the same effects. 
Official figures show the imports of fresh and frozen fish 
rose from 250,000 tonnes in 1984 to 750,000 today, 
$00,000 tonnes coming from outside the EC 


Demonstrations were staged last week in the Basque 
country and tonnes of anchovies were dumped in front 
of the San Sebastian prefecture. 





The tension around the ‘Channel Islands berween French 
and British fishermen. or between the Basque-“panish 
and Breton fleets in tae Gulf of Gascony, is not in itself 
new. What is new is a Community- wide movement 
against quotas and imports from outside the EC. 


This is the result of a growing divergence of interests 
between producer cour rie: where fisheries are generally 
of a traditional type, an the processing countyies. where 
the co:napanies involved are in big business. 


The European Commission in Brussels 4,:ce” %, 
according to the French government, to be leanityg r soe 
toward% the fish processing rather than the fish-cat<’ 1 
inter sts. 


EC To Exert Stricter Control on Fish imports 


BR2603 134793 Antwerp DE FINANCIEEL- 
EKONOMISCHE TIJD in Dutch 26 Mar 93 p 5 


[Report by “PL”: Stricter Controls on Fish Imports 
From Third Countries—EC Rejects French Demands”™) 


[Text] Brussels (TIJD)}—Yesterday, the European Com- 
mission enacted measures to exert stricter control on fish 
imports from third countries, but did not comply with 
the French Government's request to take a number of 
speedy measures against those imports. French fish- 
ermen attribute the collapse of fish prices to imports 
from third countries, among other things. 


The French Government petitioned the European Com- 
mission to raise by 30 percent the minimum prices for 
imports of specific fish species established in February, to 
suspend direct fish imports from third countries, and to 
extend minimum prices to more fish species. The Euro- 
pean Commission rejected these demands yesterday. 
Besides, the EC fisheries ministers already had spoken out 
on 18 March against increasing the minimum prices for 
imports. According to the Commission, such an increase 
would run counter to the Community's international obli- 
gations and would endanger supplies to the EC market. 


The Commission issued a regulation yesterday however 
introducing protective measures regarding direct fish 
imports from third countries. These measures take effect 
today and will be in force until 30 June. They stipulate 
that fishing boats from third countries mus! be unloaded 
in the presence of the member state's proper authorities. 


Before imported products are sold, the member state 
concerned must ensure that commercial and health- 
related checks have been carried out in accordance with 
EC standards. Finally, all fish species imported directly 
from third countries, and for which there are valid 
reference prices within the EC, must be sold at least for 
these prices. This measure applies to 28 species of fresh 
fish and 37 types of deep-frozen fish. 
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France, Sweden Sign Military Cooperation Accord 
93ES0481A Paris LE MONDE in French 9 Mar 93 
p22 


[Article by Francoise Nieto: “With the Bonus ‘Irtelli- 
gent’ Munition, France and Sweden Enter Long-Term 
Military Cooperation Process”’] 


[Text] Stockholm—The memorandum of agreement on 
military cooperation between Sweden and France signed 
in June 1992 culminated on Sunday 7 March in the signing 
of a special accord—corcluding a first step—on the devel- 
opment and production of an “intelligent” weapon: the 
Swedish Bonus OBG [expansion unknown] artillery shell. 
“This very interesting agreement will, without a doubt, 
enzble the combining uf Swedish and French technologies, 
which, in this domain, are very advanced,” said French 
Defense Minister Pierre Joxe. It institutes a favorable 
climate of talks between the two countries on the delivery 
of other military equipment, such as the Leclerc combat 
tank and the Mica air-to-air missile. 


Bonus OBG is an “intelligent” antitank weapon with a 
range of over 25 kilometers, that, at 1,000 meters above 
the theater of operations, releases two submunitions 
equipped with precision terminal guidance to the target. It 
is expected to be ready for delivery by 1995. With armies 
everywhere trying to reduce their arsenal for financial 
reasons, modern artillery munitions must necessarily be as 
accurate as possible to simplify logistical support and limit 
the number of delivery systems to the strictest minimum. 


The Bonus OBG program, chosen over its American 
rival the SADARM [search and destroy armor muni- 
tion}, is evaluated at 2 billion francs, divided equally 
among the three partners: Sweden's Bofors, and France's 
GIAT industries ana Intertechnique. Swedish Defense 
Minister Anders Bjorck, cited the “historical” character 
of this cooperation with France, “which, among Swe- 
den's possible partners, is the one whose technological 
level is without a doubt the highest.” 


Inductive Effect 


For Sweden, one of the most interesting aspects of this 
cooperation, besides that of being able to maintain its 
defense industry at less cost because of it, is that it 
broadens Sweden's possibilities of selling to other coun- 
tries. Bofors’s chief executive officer, Mr Egon Linderoth, 
for his part, is “firmly convinced” that Bonus OBG will 
position Bofors, GIAT Industries, and Intc~echnique 
among the top manufacturers of intelligent weapons in a 
market whose potential he evaluates at several billion 
dollars. 


Mr Bjorck reckons that the signing of this agreement 
should have an inductive effect on three other sectors of 
cooperation. being contemplated by the two countries. 
First of all, in 1994, Sweden will have to reach a decision 
on the armament that its Gripen JAS-39 [fighter] plane 
will carry, and France's Mica missile by Matra—in 
which Ericsson, Saab, and Bofors are interested—-would 
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present Sweden with the “advantage of being able to sell 
the Gripen with an air-to-air missile, without a reexport 
problem.” France, unlike its American competitors, 
imposes no restriction whatever in this respect. Next, 
Sweden must change its helicopter fleet and, here again, 
Mr Bjorck indicates that “the Super-Puma (Aerospatiale 
group) has increased its chances.” 


There remains the key question as to what Sweden's 
choice will be i. replace its combs: ianks. In this regard, 
it has been made clear that there is no connection 
whatever between French participation in the Bonus 
OBG project and the eventuality of a possible contract 
for GIAT Industries involving 120 Leclerc tanks. The 
French tank is currently being tested in Sweden, in 
competition especially with Germany's Leopard II and 
the United States’s Abrams. By | June, each manufac- 
turer must have submitted its bid to the Swedish Gov- 
ernement, accompanied by a breakdown of work to be 
subcontracted to tocal industries. The Swedish govern- 
ment plans to announce its decision in February 1994. 


France, for its part, has bought from Sweden Hagglund’s 
tracked vehicle, the CV-90, “excellent for our alpine troups,” 
says Mr Joxe, who believes in “a very great future,” in time, 
for cooperation between the two countries. 


— Karabashev Signs Agreement With 
EFTA 

AU3003063593 Sofia BTA in English 1651 GMT 
29 Mar 93 


[Text] Sofia, March 29 (BTA)}—Bulgarian Deputy Prime 
Minister Valentin Karabashev signed in Geneva today the 
agreement between Bulgaria and EFTA [European Free 
Trade Association]. According to this document, a free 
trade zone will be established by December 31, 2001, the 
national radio reported. 


The agreement is to come into force by July 1, 1993. It is 
expected to be ratified by Bulgaria and the EFTA states 
by then. 


Bulgaria started negotiations with EFTA last year and 
already at the first round in November 1991 under- 
standing was reached on a great part of the clauses of the 
agreement. Negotiations with EFTA were held at three 
rounds. 


According to Mr. Stanislav Daskalov, deputy minister of 
trade and leader of the Bulgarian delegation at the 
negotiations, the signing of the agreement on Bulgaria's 
association to the EC this March and the signing of the 
agreement with EFTA marked the completion of the first 
stage of Bulgaria's economic affiliation to Europe. 


The agreement with EFTA provides for a considerable part 
of trade to be liberalized within a period of ten years and 
for progressively lifting customs and non-customs restric- 
tions. The agreement is based on the asymmetrical princi- 
ple—the EFTA countries will liberalize the conditions of 
trade at a faster rate than Bulgaria. Bulgaria will liberalize 
import from the EFTA countries in the course of ten years. 
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Upon th2 coming into force of the agreement, the EFTA 
countnes will liberalize Bulgarian exports of industrial 
goods and only Austria, Sweden and Norway will impose 
duties on Bulgarian textiles for six more years and Austra 
and Sweden will preserve their duties on Bulgarian steel 
for five more years. All other Bulgarian industrial goods. 
processed agricultural goods and fish will be exported to 
the EFTA countries duty-free and without any quantita- 
tive restrictions. 

According to Mr. Stanislav Daskalov, as regards the export 
of Bulgarian agricultural goods, the agreement with the 
European Community is more favourable than the agree- 
ment with EFTA where we can only speak of concessions. 
Thus, for instance, Bulgarian wine will have duty-free 
access to Sweden and Finland but duties imposed on 
Bulgarian wine in Austria will only be halved. 


Mr. Stanislav Daskalov believes that apart from the 
favourable effect it will have on trade, the agreement wil! 
also encourage the inflow of foreign investment in Bulgaria 
because “knowing that we have been included in a long- 
term European framework the future investor will feel 
more secure and will be able to count on a predictable 


Bulgarian policy.” 


European Space Agency Sets ‘Ambitious’ Course 
AU 2603 144393 Paris AFP in Enelish 1426 GMI 
26 Mar 93 


[Text] Paris, March 26 (AFP}—The 13 members of the 
European Space Agency (ESA) held to their plan for 
“ambitious space prog-ammes™ using the Columbus 
vehicle and Hermes space aircraft, the agency said on 
Friday [26 March] after a two-day mecting. 


The programme also covered studies of the environ- 
ment, of the earth and of telecommunications 


The programmes would be carried out while taking 
account of political developments in Europe and 
throughout the world, the agency said after its meeting 
on Wednesday [24 March] and Thursday [25 March] 


It would provide additional credits to cach part of the 
overall programme to ensure that industrial activities 
already in hand are continued until the end of the year 


ESA would otherwise have been unable to finance these 
projects beyond the end of March. 


The members unanimously approved a resolution for the 
launch of programmes which had been agreed at a 
ministerial conference in Grenada in November con- 
cerning the European space effort. 


This concerned the ENVISAT programme to observe the 
earth and its environment, METOP for the study of 
weather and the climate, DRTM for telecommunications 
and the ARTIMIS technological missions, as well as 
DRS for the transmission of information and work on 
the Hermes space aircraft programme. 


But ESA agreed to take another look by the end of the 
year at programmes for manned stations to adapt them 
to the new definition of the Freedom station. as 
requested by U.S. President Bill Clinton 








Belgium 


Dehaene Mediation Achieves Budget Agreement 


LD3003170593 Brussels La Une Radio Network in 
French 1600 GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Excerpt] Jean-Luc Dehaene has succeeded in his mis- 
sion as a mediator. An agreement has just been reached 
between the four party presidents and the prime min- 
ister. Jean-Luc Dehaene then immediately went to the 
Laeken Castle [king’s residence]. He has announced the 
success of his mission of mediation. 


[Correspondent Wroesagen] The king refused the resig- 
nation of the government. Jean-Luc Dehaene then 
immediately called for an inner cabinet meeting and this 
meeting is expected to be held this evening. A statement 
to the chambers should normally be made tomorrow. 
What has been agreed? The agreement was intended to 
find ways to save between 110 and 120 billion Belzian 
francs [BFr]. It seems that the figure agreed upon is 
BFr1 13 billion. [passage omitted] 


Budget Plan Outlined 


BR3103114293 Antwerp DE FINANCIEEL- 
EKONOMISCHE TIJD in Dutch 31 Mar 93 p 1 


[Report by “BB/DDW”: “Budget Agreement Among 
Party Chairmen Sets Dehaene Government Back on 
Track—51-Percent Edge of Government Participation 
in Public Companies Abolished”’} 


BENELUX 
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[Excerpt] (TIJD)—Yesterday evening (30 March], the 
ministerial council approved the broad outlines of the 
budget plan, which the party chairmen had discussed 
over the last few days. Several more details will be added 
at another council meeting this morning, after which 
Prime Minister Dehaene will go to Parl‘ament. The 
budget plan, which has to yield 113 billion 8 zigian francs 
[BFr], is divided up into BFr42 billion of reduced 
expenses, BFr42 billion in extra revenues, and another 
BFr29 billion in “‘non-tax-increasing” measures during 
1993 and 1994. Automatic linking of salaries to the 
index of living and family allowances are not affected. A 
prominent feature is that private companies can acquire 
a majority stake in public companies. 


Early yesterday evening, the king rejected the resignation 
offered by the Dehaene government, which he had been 
considering for precisely one week. He did so after a visit 
by “mediator” Dehaene, who had finalized an agree- 
ment with the chairmen of the majority parties. The 
contents of the agreement had been worked out over the 
weekend. Not all the details were filled in, but the party 
chairmen certainly had gone quite far. The result? Mea- 
sures worth a total of BFri13 billion, which can be 
illustrated in a table comprising three columns (income, 
expenditure, and “‘non-tax-increases”) and two rows 
(budget and social security). Income and expenditure 
amount to BFr42 billion each (the “balance’’), whereas 
BFr29 billion in measures do not fit in one of both 
columns and are simply dubbed “non-tax-increasing 
measures.” Divided up horizontally over the various 
budget items, these measures account for BFr70 billion 
in the budget, while social security for employees 
accounts for BFr40 billion and social security for the 
self-employed accounts for BFr3 billion. [passage 
omitted] 
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Nuclear Submarine’s Gulf Exercise Signals 
Warning to Iran 

LD3103092493 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 0844 GMT 31 Mar 93 


[By Charles Miller, PRESS ASSOCIATION defence cor- 
respondent, aboard HMS Triumph in Abu Dhabi] 


[Text] The first Royal Navy nuclear ship has entered the 
Gulf in a clear warning to Iran as it goes ahead with 
rearming its war machine. 


The operations exercise involving HMS Triumph, Brit- 
ain’s most advanced nuclear attack submarine, is 
designed to deter Iran from making any threats to a third 
of the world’s oil supplies. 


Deployment of HMS Triumph, a 4,500-ton hunter-killer 
packed with torpedoes, missiles and sonar detection 
systems, follows deep concern in the region about Iran’s 
decision to buy three Russian Kilo-class submarines as 
part of a massive rearming programme. 


Intelligence experts today confirmed that Iran was 
building mini-submarines which could be used for ter- 
rorist-style attacks although British officers believe it will 
take Iran at least three years to develop sufficient under- 
water expertise to launch any kamikaze missions. 


Leaders of Gulf nations have voiced their disquiet about 
Iran’s submarine capability to Prime Minister John 
Major and Defence Secretary Malcolm Rifkind on their 
recent visits to the region. 


The Arab states fear the submarines will be used to 
control the entrance to the Gulf through the Strait of 
Hormuz and directly threaten world oil supplies. 


Triumph’s surprise appearance in the Gulf comes a week 
after the United States ship USS Birmingham began 
anti-submarine warfare exercises with regional Arab 
states. 


Captain Martin Macpherson, attached to Flag Officer 
Submarines, said the Iranian Navy would take 10 to 20 
years to pose a full war-fighting threat. 


But he stressed: “I think the purchase of Kilo-class 
submarines from Russia by Iran is clearly a worrying 
strategic threat in this area.” 


The modern Kilos are well-suited to operations in the 
shallow waterway and are identically armed with 128 
torpedoes and the capacity to lay 24 mines, each con- 
taining !,900 pounds of explosives. 


Triumph arrived in the Gulf region last week and has 
conducted a series of exercises with the frigate Coventry. 
It has tested all its sonar systems and performed a dive in 
the middle of the Gulf. 


Commanding officer Commander David Vaughan, 37, 
from Gosport, said there were specific problems to 
operating in the shallow hot waters of the Gulf. “This is 
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very much a path-finding exercise—frontier operations. 
It is hotter, saltier and therefore denser,” he said. 


“It affects our ability to dive, the trim and the sonars. So 
all these little things we have been finding out about.” 


Triumph is currently on a seven-month round-the-world 
operation. From Abu Dhabi it will sail to Diego Garcia 
in the Indian Ocean, Australia and Singapore before 
returning to Devonport in August. 


“We want to prove that a nuclear submarine can operate 
unsupported at long distances from home,” said Cdr. 
Vaughan. “It is pioneering work and, so far, it has been 
highly successful.” 


Navy and local embassy officials said Iran had made no 
response to Triumph’s visit to Abu Dhabi, which Cdr. 
Vaughan described as a “reassurance” for local states. 
“As far as we are concerned, this is a goodwill visit,” said 
an embassy official. 


Iran is spending billions of pounds to fill its arsenals with 
modern weapons in a bid to become the regional super- 
power following the damaging Gulf War with Saddam 
Husayn’s Iraq. In addition to the submarines, Tehran is 
buying sophisticated Russian warplanes and Scud mis- 
siles from North Korea. But the major concern is that 
Iran’s ultimate aim is a nuclear bomb in a programme 
that has sinister parallels with Saddam's campaign in 
Iraq. 


Rifkind Suggests Peacekeeping Role in Bosnia Bv 
Rotated 


LD3003 155393 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1530 GMT 30 Mar 93 


[By Sarah Womack, PRESS ASSOCIATION lobby cor- 
respondent] 


[Text] British troops should only take part in peace- 
keeping Operations in war-torn Bosnia on a “finite” 
basis, Defence Secretary Malcolm Rifkind said today. 


He called for the United Nations to move away from 
current arrangements where peace-keeping countries are 
appointed at the beginning of operations and remain 
committed throughout. 


“We have been in Cyprus now tor 30 years on a UN 
operation,” he said. “We need to replace that sort of 
present arrangement with a different kind of approach 
under which a country commits a level of forces for a 
finite period, and there is a clear understanding that 
those forces will be replaced by equivalent forces from 
another country at the end of that period. 


“This would spread the load and encourage new coun- 
tries to participate by reducing their fears of becoming 
sucked into open-ended commitments.” 


Mr. Rifkind stressed the future in Bosnia remained 
uncertain. ‘““To make forces available for a peace-keeping 
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operation in Bosnia would be sensible only if such an 
operation had a chance of success,” he told the Tory 
Reform Group at a London meeting. 


The most important factor was a genuine lasting cease- 
fire to which all warring factions were committed, but 
that alone would not make any UN operation straight- 
forward. “The forces of the UN would have to be present 
everywhere as a discouragement to those who may 
consider reverting to civil war.” 


Mr. Rifkind added that the position of the United States 
was “crucial”. 


“Only they have the size of forces, the range of equip- 
ment, and the worldwide logistic infrastructure which is 
necessary to underpin what might have to be done.” 


‘Marathon Sitting’ Puts Maastricht Bill Back on 
Course 


PM2603135293 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH in 
English 26 Mar 93 p 9 


{Philip Johnston report: “‘Marathon Sitting Breaks Back 
of Maastricht Bill’’’] 


[Text] The Government was confident yesterday that it 
had “broken the back” of the Maastricht Treaty legisla- 
tion after the Commons sat through Wednesday night on 
a 22-hour session that ended shortly before !pm yes- 
terday. 


Ministers said the inarathon sitting, made possible by 
the votes of the Liberal Democrats, had put the timetable 
for the Bill back on course and given the Tory Euro- 
rebels a bloody nose. 


But Conservative Eurosceptics vowed to continue the 
war of attrition with the Government. Sir Teddy Taylor, 
MP for Southend East, said: ““We are going to fight to the 
last minute in the hope they will give us a referendum.” 


However, he acknowledged that the Government had 
succesfully “blitzed” a good deal of the legislation 
through with the sitting. 


Government whips kept more than 200 Conservative 
MPs at the Commons through the night to guarantee 
victory. Labour’s battalions drifted away, giving the 
Government big majorities. The Commons returned to 
the Bill for a few hours last night but the Liberal 
democrats made clear in advance that they would not 
support another all-night sitting. 


After 18 days in committee, the Maastricht Bill is now 
about two thirds of the way to completing its Commons 


stages. 


The overnight session—the longest for three years—got 
through a number of issues, including judicial matters, 
banking arrangements, economic policy and European 
Monetary Union. MPs have still to grapple with foreign 


and security policy, internal finance, a vote on a refer- 
endum and a crucial decision on the Social Chapter. 


The Government’s euphoria at winning what was only a 
procedural tussle with the Euro-rebels underlined the 
psychological importance of the victory to Ministers and 
loyalist backbenchers. 


The Prime Minister's delight at winning a 17-vote 
majority on a procedural motion to sit through the night 
was apparent when he visited Tory MPs in the Com- 
mons tea room late on Wednesday night. 


The all-night sitting led to some parliamentary oddities. 
Mr David Atkinson, Tory MP for Bournemouth E, was 
brought from his sick bed for the vote and appeared in 
the chamber wearing his pyjamas and a blue dressing- 
gown. 


Equally unusually, the weekly Thursday meeting of the 
Cabinet was held in the commons rather than at Number 
10 so that Ministers were available for votes yesterday 
morning. 


Once again, however, the episode demonstrated that the 
Government can get its European business through only 
with the support of the Liberal Democrats. Without 
them, the Tory majority of 20 would have been over- 
turned by the 26 Conservative rebels who voted with 
Labour. 


Mr Ashdown, Liberal democrat leader, said his party was 
ready to facilitate “good order and good time” for the 
Bill but would treat each amendment on its merits. He 
also warned Labour that its handling of the Bill was 
threatening its claim to be a pro-European party. 


The Bill is now on course to complete both its committee 
and report stages before the Danish referendum on May 
18. 


Government Permits Helicopter Carrier 
Cons 


LD2903 144593 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1409 GMT 29 Mar 93 


[By Charles Miller, PRESS ASSOCIATION defense cor- 
respondent] 


[Excerpt] The Government was today announcing a 
decision to save the Royal Navy’s new 170 million 
pounds sterling helicopter carrier. 


The decision is a boost for both the Royal Marines and 
the Swan Hunter shipyard on Tyneside. 


The carrier, known as the LPH (landing platform heli- 
copter), was a prime target for the axe in the Ministry of 
Defence’s annual long-term costings exercise. 


The defence budget faces a major crisis this year fol- 
lowing the Government's decision to cut spending by 
1.05 billion pounds sterling over the next two years. 
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But it is clear that defence ministers have been swayed 
by the need to retain a strong amphibious capability and 
also by the threat to jobs on Tyneside. 


The LPH is crucial to the future of Swan Hunter and its 
2,200 workforce. Company officials argue that without 
the order the shipyard would be forced to close. 


The Royal Marines lost their helicopter carrier when the 
Falklands veteran HMS Hermes was sold to the Indian 
navy in the mid-1980s. 


Since then, Britain’s amphibious assault operations have 
centred on the assault ships Intrepid and Fearless. 


Operations involving helicopters have depended on 
either Royal Navy aircraft carriers or on leased merchant 


ships. [passage omitted] 


Daily Welcomes Clinton Decision on London 
Ambassador 


PM2903 164093 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH in 
English 29 Mar 93 p 16 


[Editorial: ““Their Man in London”) 


[Text] Many people in London will congratulate Presi- 
dent Clinton on sparing Mr Raymond Seitz, the Amer- 
ican Ambassador, from the axe that befalls his like when 
a new administration takes office in Washington. 
Thanks to a campaign by admirers on both sides of the 
Atlantic, and some more subtle lobbying by the British 
Government, he is likely to stay on in London at least for 
a year. That Mr Clinton has chosen to resist pressure to 
give the ambassadorship to a wealthy supporter is to his 
credit and reflects the high esteem in which Mr Seitz is 
held. 


The layman is, however, entitled to ask: why all the fuss 
about a diplomat? Is this not the age of the hot line, the 
fax machine and the day-trip to Washington by Con- 
corde? The more that foreign ministers talk to each other 
by telephone, the more the embassadorial role is 
devalued. In Europe, foreign ministers seem to see more 
of each other than of their spouses. In an age when prime 
ministers and presidents pat each other on the back at 
summits (and, apart from M Mitterrand and Herr Kohl, 
tend to speak English) ambassadors must wonder if they 
were born a generation too late. We are not yet at the 
stage where the ambassador’s main task is to remember 
which is the president's deaf ear, but there are signs of 
change in the diplomatic profession. France is consid- 
ering whether to site a “Ministry for Europe” in Brus- 
sels—a proposal which, if copied, would be likely to 
reduce the Diplomatic Service’s paramountcy in the 
European Community. 


There may indeed be grounds for rethinking the way 
embassies operate in Europe, but it is too early to dismiss 
ambassadors as overpriced emollients. In a crisis, we still 
produce ones who shine. Sir Robin Renwick, when 
ambessador in South Africa, served as a vital channel of 
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communication between the government and the 
African National Congress. Sir Christopher Mallaby was 
recited, when serving in Bonn, with defusing many 
Angola-German spats, not least thanks to his command 
of the local Cologne dialect. Mr Boris Pankin, the 
Russian Ambassador, is said to have made a success of 
his efforts to present President Yeltsin’s side of the 
Struggle in Moscow. 


Mr Seitz, we hope, will not be faced with crises of such 
dimensions. His popularity stems from knowing all the 
politicians in London and the need, at a time when 
London and Washington are no longer political soul- 
mates, for a neutral interpreter. Equally important, Mr 
Seitz believes that Britain still has a role to play on the 
world stage and should not be allowed to disappear 
gently to a retirement home. Without him, we are told by 
his supporters, there is a danger that the only informa- 
tion about Britain seen in Washington would be the 
gloomy news purveyed by the press. 


Further on Visit by Pakistani Prime Minister 
Sharif 


Comments on Domestic Situation 


BK2903124593 Karachi DAWN in English 29 Mar 93 
pp |, 16 


{By Athar Ali] 


[Text] London, March 28—Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif has discounted suggestions that his Government 
is faced with a crisis following the resignation of two of 
his ministers. He said their resignations were not justi- 
fied but he did admit that he was not expecting such a 
thing to happen. 


Mr Nawaz Sharif, who arrived here after midnight for 
his meeting with British Prime Minister John Major, on 
Monday morning, before proceeding to Germany for a 
four-day visit, held “crisis management” consultations 
with his close advisers at his London hotel but he then 
went away to an undisclosed destination. 


Talking to pressmen on his return he did not say whether 
he has been in touch with Leader of the Opposition 
Benazir Bhutto or not, though she is also here. 


Earlier, Pakistan Finance Minister Sartaj Aziz told 
DAWN that he did not expect any further resignations as 
a chain reaction to the resignations already submitted. 
He also did not agree that there was at present any crisis. 


Mr Sharif, commenting on the events as they have 
developed since he left the country, said he was still 
awaiting details from Pakistan but he had not expected 
that there would be any resignations as he did not see any 
justification for them. 


He said he was nominated to head the Muslim League, 
following the death of Mr Mohammad Khan Junejo by 
senior members of the party, and the general council of 








12 UNITED KINGDOM 


the Muslim League has to endorse the decision which 
will be done in a democratic manner. “As such there 
should be no complaints or grievances leading to resig- 
nations”, he added. 


Mr Sharif admitted that one of the ministers, Mr Hamid 
Nasir Chattha, was in disagreement with the decision to 
nominate him to take over as President of the Muslim 
League. He said the Muslim League needed a leadership 
which would enable the party to play a positive role in 
the politics of the country. He thought that with him at 
the helm of affairs the Muslim League could be made 
into a party that “is closer to the masses.” It has been the 
tradition in the Muslim League, to combine the prime 
ministership and the party leadership. And he explained 
that he would be able to find time and energy to fulfil the 
two roles. 


He said he reactivated the Muslim League in the Punjab 
when he was the provincial president of the party and it 
won the elections. 


About his reported differences with President Ghulam 

Ishaq Khan, over the issue of the Eighth Amendment to 

the Constitution, Mr Sharif avoided any direct response 

— that all that is being reported is not close to 
ity. 


He was very conciliatory towards the Opposition and 
said that it is an essential part of any democracy. It 
should, he said, play a positive role for the interest of the 
country. The government and the Opposition, he said, 
should work together to fight lawlessness and other social 
evils such as the drug menace. 


He was pressed to comment on whether the Opposition 
has been responsive to his recent conciliatory 
approaches to them. He said they should have a positive 
response. Pakistan’s image outside, he said, was at the 
moment very poor and the Opposition should also 


cooperate in improving it. 
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Mr Sharif talking about his meeting with the British 
Prime Minister tomorrow said that he would urge him to 
use his good offices for the resolution of the Kashmir 
problem. He said he would tell Mr Major about the 
inhuman and brutal violations of human rights that are 
taking place in Indian-held Kashmir. He said that the 
solution to the Kashmir problem was essential for the 
betterment of relations between India and Pakistan. 


He intends to tell the British Prime Minister about the 

fallacy of the Indian stand on Kashmir and about the 

se campaign it has been carrying on against 
akistan. 


Answering questions about the recent Indian hijack of a 
plane, Mr Sharif said Pakistan had alerted its airport not 
to let the hijacked plane land. He condemned the 
hijacking and said Pakistan had itself been subjected to 
terrorist attacks which were a conspiracy against the 
country. But he advised the Indians not to put the blame 
on Pakistan for everything that happened in that 
country. 


Mr Sartaj Aziz, speaking earlier, said that the constitu- 
tional issues in Pakistan had to be solved in a spirit of 
amity. He denied that the suggested removal of the 
Eighth Amendment was in any way linked with any 
tussle for power. 


He said Pakistan, under the 1973 Constititution, expe- 
rienced an all-powerful Prime Minister. In 1985, Gen- 
eral Ziaul Haq introduced a system in which the Presi- 
dent was all powerful. Then came the Eighth 
Amendment. Now, a fine tuning is needed to establish a 
balance between the powers of the President and the 
Prime Minister. 


He said the Muslim League general council was to elect 
the party president in April under the rules of the party 
and this was the democratic method of choosing a 
successor to Mr Junejo. 


He said the Muslim League and the Pakistan People’s 
Party were the two largest parties in the country. If the 
Muslim League was stabilised it would be good for the 
country and a two-party system could gain strength. 
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Gorbachev Visits, Urges Presidential Elections in 
Russia 


LD2903233093 Montreal Radio Canada International 
in English 1330 GMT 29 Mar 93 


[Text] Former Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev says 
elections for the Russian presidency and a new Russian 
parliament must be held a von as possible, but he’s 
given no hint that he would :.. for the presidency. 
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Speaking in Montreal, Mr. Gorbachev said Russia 
cannot afford the current division between parliament 
and the government of President Boris Yeltsin, and he 
said full and free elections are the only way to resolve the 
current political crisis in Moscow. 


Mr. Gorbachev is on a five city tour of Canada. 
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Reportage on Visit of Bolivian President Paz 
Zamora 


AU3003 142893 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 30 Mar 93 p 8 


[(“wha” report: “Paz Zamora Is Trying To Ensure Invest- 
ments”] 


[Text] Bonn, 29 March—Bolivian State President Paz 
Zamora has arrived for a one-week visit to Germany. It 
is the first state visit by a Bolivian president to Germany. 
Together with President von Weizsaecker, Paz Zamora 
attended the opening of the 34th Annual Meeting of the 
Council of Governors of the Inter-American Develop- 
ment Bank (IDB) in Hamburg. Paz Zamora will give a 
speech at the IDB meeting today. 


The Bolivian president met with Chancellor Helmut 
Kohi on Monday [29 March] and with Engholm and 
Klose from the Social Democratic Party of Germany 
[SPD]. The federal president hosted a dinner for him at 
his official residence. During his visit, Paz Zamora will 
hold talks with Carl-Dieter Spranger, minister for eco- 
nomic cooperation and t, representatives of 
the Federation of German Chambers of Industry and 
Commerce, and of the Ibero-American Association. He 
will also pay a visit to the Friedrich Ebert Foundation, 
which has been active in Bolivia for many years. Bolivia 
has been a politically stable country for more than 10 
years. Three elected presidents from different parties 
governed the country during that period. The country 

one of the lowest inflation rates in Latin 
America since 1986. 


Paz Zamora is trying to ensure German investment for 
Bolivia. His country could become a “real economic 
partner state” for the large industrialized countries of the 
world, particularly in Europe. Before the official begin- 
ning of his state visit, Paz Zamora visited the laender 
Saarland and the Rhineland-Palatinate at the invitation 
of the heads of government there. He traveled to these 
laender when he was a student at the Catholic University 
in the Belgian town of Leuven. He discussed the future of 
the social democratic parties in the orld with the 
Saarland minister president. Paz Zamora is the vice 
president of Socialist International. During the official 
part of his state visit, the Bolivian president will travel to 
Hamburg, Berlin, and Munich. There he will hold polit- 
ical talks with Mayor Voscherau, Mayor Diepgen, and 
Minister President Streibl. The improvement of rela- 
tions and cooperation between the EC and the Ibero- 
American states will be an important topic. 


Meets With von Weizsaecker, Kohl 


PY3003202693 La Paz Television Nacional Network in 
Spanish 1700 GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Excerpts] President Paz arrived in the hilly area by the 
Rhine Valley, where the official guests residence of the 
German Government is located. [passage omitted] 
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Paz was received by the German protocol corps and 
members of his retinue. He reviewed the troops accom- 
panied by German President Richard von Weizsaecker. 
The guard of honor played both national anthems. They 
held a private meeting before leaving in the presidential 
plane to the city of Hamburg to attend the opening of the 
annual meeting of the Council of Governors of the 
Inter-American Development Bank, IDB. [passage 
omitted] 


Upon their return from Hamburg, and after talking with 
the German president for two hours aboard his plane, 
President Paz met with German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl. Following that meeting, the Bolivian president 
spoke to the media: 


[Begin Paz recording] Helmut Kohl has told me that 
commitments with Germany and Europe does not mean 
that Germany will discontinue its work in Latin 
America. In Bolivia there are programs currently 
underway worth $70 million and others will be approved 
tomorrow. We have made progress on projects con- 
nected with ecology, with the Development Fund for 
'«< genous Peoples of Latin America and the Carib- 
bean—which was created by Bolivian initiative—and 
with the drug enforcement policy, under which Germany 
will increase funds and upgrade the alternative develop- 
ment programs. [end recording] 


More on Visit of Pakistani Prime Minister Sharif 


Kohl, Sharif Agree on Closer Economic Ties 


LD3003171293 Hamburg DPA in German 1503 GMT 
30 Mar 93 


[Excerpt] Bonn (DPA)}—Germany and Pakistan intend 
to further deepen their economic ties. This was agreed by 
German Chancellor Helmut Kohli and Pakistani Prime 
Minister Mohammad Nawaz Sharif during talks today at 
the Chancellery in Bonn. Koh! welcomed the process of 
economic liberalization introduced by Nawaz Sharif 
since taking office. Developments in southern Asia were 
the focus of the talks. According to government 
spokesman Dieter Vogel, Koh! spoke emphatically in 
favor of a peaceful and joint solution to the Kashmir 
conflict between India and Pakistan. 


Nawaz Sharif, who also met German President Richard 
von Weizsaecker, particularly hopes his talks will yield a 
deepening of trade and economic relations. Pakistan, an 
Islamic country with a population of 100 million, is 
especially interested in attracting greater German invest- 
ment. 


The prime minister will call for greater commitment 
when he speaks to business people at a seminar of the 
Federal Association of German Industry tomorrow. 


[passage omitted] 
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Islamahad Reports Kohl-Sharif Talks 
BK3 103061293 Islamabad Radio Pakistan Network in 
Urdu 0200 GMT 31 Mar 93 


[Text] Prime Minister Mohammad Nawaz Sharif sepa- 
rately met German President Weizsaecker and Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl in Bonn yesterday. Later, talking to 
newsmen, the prime minisier described his talks with the 
German leaders as satisfactory and comprehensive. He 
added that their discussions related mainly to India- 
Pakistan relations and the international situation. In his 
meeting with Chancellor Kohli he discussed not only 
political issues, but also bilateral cooperation in the field 
of trade and economic relations. He said the German 
chancellor commended the reforms initiated by his gov- 
ernment and assured his country’s cooperation in this 
connection. 


Foreign Secretary Shaharyar Khan told newsmen that 
the prime minister and the the German chancellor held 
talks in a very cordial and friendly atmosphere which 
reflects deep relations between the two countries. The 
prime minister invited Helmut Kohl to visit Pakistan on 
which he said he would gladly undertake this visit next 
year. The German chancellor welcomed the Pakistani 
investment conference being inaugurated in Germany 
today and added that it will be his personal responsi- 
bility to see that it is successful. 


The prime minister briefed Chancellor Koh! about the 
state of India-Pakistan relations and said it is having 
serious implications on the socioeconomic development 
of the subcontinent. Mohammad Nawaz Sharif said he 
firmly believes that if the longstanding issue of Kashmir 
is settled, other problems would be solved easily. He 
briefed the German chancellor about the current situa- 
tion in Kashmir and the non-implementation of the UN 
resolutions there which has led to the increase in tension 
between India and Pakistan. The prime minister said 
Pakistan has shown its commitment to peace by stopping 
on three occasions the crossing of the Line of Control, 
even though the people and government stood for the 
right of self-determination for the people of Kashmur. 


Chancellor Kohl briefed the prime mynister about his 
meeting with the Indian prime minister during his recent 
visit to that country during which he had emphasized the 
need for peaceful relations between India and Pakistan. 


On the nuclear issue, Mohammad Nawaz Sharif briefed 
Chancellor Kohli about Pakistan's various initiatives for 
mutual signing of the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty, 
provided India is also working to do so. He also referred 
to his proposal for a five-nation conference on this issue 
which has been accepted by all other four countries, 
except India. 


Helmut Kohl congratulated the prime minister on 
signing of the Islamabad Accord on Afghanistan and the 
role played by Pakistan in achieving peace there. 


The prime minister briefed Chacellor Koh! about the 
economic and trade relations among member countries 


GERMANY 15 


of the expanded Economic Cooperation Organization 
and the Quetta Action Plan to enhance cooperation in 
the field of energy. 


Chancellor Kohl evinced keen interest in the situation in 
the Central Asia and commended Pakistan for pro- 
moting regional cooperation. He briefed the prime min- 
ister about the situation in the Commonwealth of Inde- 
pendent States and the developments there and said it is 
necessary to perceive the situation in an economic per- 
spective. He said Germany will play its full role in 
connection with the efforts to make the member states of 
the CIS fully independent. 


The prime minister also briefed the German chancellor 
about Pakistan's relations with Iran, member states of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council and Japan. 


Sharif Comments on Nuclear Issue 


BK3103071393 Islamabad Radio Pakistan Network in 
Urdu (600 GMT 31 Mar 93 


[Text] Prime Minister Mchammad Nawaz Sharif has 
said that Pakistan, like the international community, 1s 
also concerned at the proliferation of nuclear weapons. 
Addressing Germany's Foreign Affairs Society members 
in Bonn, he said Pakistan, like Germany, has also taken 
a political decision not to manufacture nuclear weapons. 
He said in spite of India achieving the capability of 
producing nuclear fuel without any safeguards, Pakistan 
has neither carried out any such experiment nor intends 
to do so in future. 


The prime minister referred to his proposal of a five- 
nation conference to make South Asia nuclear weapons 
free zone and said the United States, China, Russia and 
Pakistan have supported the proposal and only India has 
not accepted it. Pakistan believes that the pressure being 
put on it under the Pressler Amendment ts discrimina- 
tory and unjustified because it aims to punish the side 
which is willing to accept nuclear nonproliferation pro- 
posals and at the same time it benefits the other side 
which is refusing to accept all nuclear nonproliferation 


proposals. 


Mohammad Nawaz Sharif also referred to Pakistan's 
close relations with Saudi Arabia and the member coun- 
tries of the Gulf Cooperation Council and said Pakistan 
had played a positive role during the Gulf war. 


He also referred to the sending of Pakistani troops to 
maintain peace in Somalia and said Pakistan was the 
first country which had sent its troops to Somalia to meet 
the UN appeal for assistance. He reaffirmed that Paki- 
stan fully supports the people and government of Bosnia 
on human rights protection and said that Bosnia has 
been made the target of aggression and grave human 
rights violations. 
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epee <0 VER ot Ragen Ceetieat in a news conference held by President Mubarak and 
M Chancellor Kohi after their two-hour talks in Bonn 


von Weizsaecker Hosts Working Luncheon 


NC3003 171493 Cairo Arab Republic of Egypt Radio 
Network in Arabic 1500 GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Excerpts] German President Richard von Weizsaecker 
hosted a working luncheon in honor of President 
Mubarak, his wife, and members of the accompanying 
Egyptian delegation. The German president delivered a 
speech welcoming Mubarak and praising Egypt's great 

ai cals bie tekandii> io tntiin die & ediioes 
peace and stability in the region. [passage omitted] 
President Mubarak made a speech in which he said that 
Egypt is doing all it can to achieve peace and overcome 
obstacles standing in its way out of faith that peace is a 
precious goal worthy of all sacrifices to spare the region's 
peoples disasters and bloodshed. He stressed thai Egypt 
is seeking to achieve progress for its people through 
cooperation, democracy, objectivity, and openness to 
friendly countries of the world, adding that Egypt will 
cling to democracy as the best course in the modern age. 
He said that Egypt will shoulder any responsibilities to 
safeguard the gains made by the people despite occa- 
sional false campaigns, noting that the problems Egypt is 
facing are primarily acts of terrorism. He said the truth 
cannot be concealed and Egypt will firmly safeguard its 
and the region's stability. Egypt, he said, will always be 
the key to stability in the region. 


Kohl Praises Mubarak's Mideast Peace Role 


LD3003 164493 Berlin DDP in German 1532 GMT 
30 Mar 93 


[Text] Bonn (DDP)}—German Chancellor Helmut Kohi 
has praised the role of Egyptian State President Husni 
Mubarak in the Middle East peace process. The suc- 
cessful continuation of this development is not just in 
Egypt's interest but is also desired by the German public, 
Kohi said after the two heads of government met in 
Bonn on 30 March. Another topic of conversation at the 
meeting was the intensification of cooperation over the 
dual system of vocational training, according to Kohl. 


Mubarak said that the danger to foreigners in Egypt 
posed by Islamic fundamentalism is being heavily dra- 
matized by the country’s press. He stressed that Egypt is 
a safe country. Events such as those in his country take 
place all over the world, he said. 


Mubarak Discusses Fundamenalist Incidents 


NC3003 184293 Cairo MENA in Arabic 1700 GMT 
30 Mar 93 


[Excerpts] Bonn, 30 Mar (MENA)—German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohli today praised President Husni Mubarak’s 
role in advancing the Middle East peace process, saying 
that its promotion is due to Mubarak’s efforts. This came 


today. [passage omitted] 


President Mubarak said: “It pleases me to meet Chan- 
cellor Kohli to exchange views candidly on all bilateral 
and international issues. He thanked Kohl for the close 
cooperation between Egypt and Germany. He said the 
chancellor agreed to discuss helping Egypt to develop 
basic education along the lines applied in Germany, 
which is considered to have the most advanced educa- 
tion system. He said relations between Egypt and Ger- 
many are as good as could be. 


Answering a question, President Mubarak said funda- 
mentalist movements are not as numerous or as effective 
as the media portray them, adding that we conceal 
nothing and that our situation cannot be compared with 
events elsewhere. He said: “Egypt is stable. Minor inci- 
dents occur, their goals are known. He added: We are 
proceeding with an economic reform program and devel- 
opment process.” He said the economic reforms being 
implemented in Egypt will serve the country, although 
they will have certain social side effects. He continued: 
Foreign forces exploit these marginal issues to create 
confusion in Egypt.“ 

Mubarak said events in Egypt are nothing compared 
with those elsewhere, adding: We deal with these inci- 
dents democratically and according to the law. He said 
Egypt is stable and incidents occurring now and then are 
normal. He noted that Egypt is not an island and that 
what happens in the world affects it. He said trumpets 
blow propaganda to create confusion in Egypt. 
Addressing reporters, Mubarak said: “I tell you frankly 
that if we had anything to say, we would have said it, we 
conceal nothing.” He pointed out that the spotlight 1s on 
such incidents in Egypt because they are foreign to the 
nature of the Egyptian people, who have not encountered 
such incidents before. He said foreign tourists are safe in 


Egypt. [passage omitted] 


Meets With Pakistan's Sharif 


NC3103114593 Cairo MENA in Arabic 0841 GMT 
31 Mar 93 


[Text] Bonn, 31 Mar (MENA)}—President Muhammad 
Ausni Mubarak this morning received Pakistani Prime 
Minister Mohammad Nawaz Sharif, who is currently 
visiting Germany. 


The two leaders discussed bilateral issues, tension in the 
Indian peninsula, developments in Afghanistan and the 
Gulf, the former Soviet Union, and conditions faced by 
Muslims in Bosnia-Herzegovina. The Pakistani prime 
minister had asked to meet President Mubarak when he 
visited Germany. 


{In a related report, Cairo MENA in English at 1033 
GMT on 31 March adds the following: “Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif today said he renewed his invitation to 
President Mubarak to visit Pakistan and that the presi- 
dent accepted and would visit at the earliest opportunity. 











FBIS-WEU-93-060 
31 March 1993 


[“Prime Minister Sharif said he and President Mubarak 
reviewed bilateral relations and the possibility of coop- 
erating to combat terror. 

[Me Pakistani prime minister said the two countries’ 
interior ministers and security officials should exchange 
visits toward closer cooperation between the two coun- 
tries to contain terror and combat extremist move- 
ments.”"] 


Departs Germany for UK 
NC3103112593 Cairo MENA in Arabic 1029 GMT 
31 Mar 93 


[Text] Bonn, 31 Mar (MENA)}—President Muhammad 
Husni Mubarak, his wife, and their accompanying dele- 
gation leit Cologne Airport for London following a 
two-day visit to Germany. 


President Mubarak held intensive taiks with the German 
political and economic leadership, notably with German 
President Richard von Weizsaecker, Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl, the ministers of finance and economic coopera- 
tion, and the opposition leader at the Bundestag. 


*Amr Musa Comments on ‘Fruitful’ Visit 


NC3103112793 Cairo MENA in Arabic 1042 GMT 
31 Mar 93 


[Text] Bonn, 3! Mar (MENA)—{Egyptian] Foreign Min- 
ister "Amr Musa today expressed his satisfaction with the 
outcome of the talks held by President Husni Mubarak 
with the political and economic leadership in Bonn. 


The foreign minister described the talks as “very fruitful 
and sucessful.” 


In a statement to MENA, Musa said that the talks 
revealed a remarkable similarity of views between the 
Egyptian and German sides on a number of issues of 
interest to the two countries, the most important of 
which is peace in the Middle East. Egypt, Musa said, is 
making efforts to establish peace and stability in the 
region. 

Musa said that President Mubarak’s visit to Bonn will 
have a favorable impact on the course of relations 
between the two countries in various political, economic, 
cultural, and scientific fields, particularly with regard to 
technical education and training. 

The Egyptian foreign minister said that the aim of 
Mubarak’s tour, which includes visits to the United 
Kingdom and the United States, is to maintain the 
momentum of the peace process in the region. 


Kohl-Clinton Strategy for Helping Yeltsin Viewed 


AU3103113993 Berlin NEUES DEUTSCHLAND in 
German 29 Mar 93 p 2 


[Frank Wehner commentary: “Chemistry”] 
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[Text] Once again, we are hearing of a wonderful new 
friendship of our chancellor with a man. First Gor- 
bachev, then his opponent Yeltsin, first Bush, then 
Clinton—and the chemistry, the wavelength, was always 
right. Not only a rogue might think that the charming 
man from Oggersheim is perhaps fickle. 


However, among friendly politicians loyalty is anyway 
something different. Therefore, the important thing is, 
above all, whether anything good comes out of it. This 
would be desirable. However, one could be somewhat 
skeptical when the steadfast conservative and the young 
man who wants to change America and its role in the 
world discover they are soulmates. 


This is probably also not quite correct because they did 
not have much to say to each other about the most 
sensitive topic of their relations, GATT and the trade 
war. Also regarding support for Russia, one would be 
well advised to wait for the deeds that follow. At any 
rate, the fact that not a word is said about the contents of 
the relief package one week before the Vancouver 
summit makes one wonder. But why? In order to prevent 
Yeltsin's Easter surprise from being thwarted as early as 
tod7v? 


‘she only thing that is clear is that all strategies are only 
aimed at a single—very unpredictable—man in Moscow 
and that “help” can in the first place be understood as 
interference and pressure. However, such a course could 
be disastrous for the whole world. 


Then the praised chemistry will turn out to be mere 
alchemy, which, however, fits very well with the dusted- 
off slogan of a “crusade” upon which the two want to 
enter side by side. 


Joint Statement With Italy on Situation in Russia 


AU 2603125893 Bonn BULLETIN in German Nr. 
24/23 Mar 93 pp 202-203 


[“Joint Statement” by Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel 
and Italian Foreign Minister Emilio Colombo issued on 
the occasion of the German-Italian Ambassadors’ Con- 
ference in Karisruhe on 19 March} 


[Text] We have had an extensive exchange of views on 
the situation in Russia. We have concurrently reached 
the conclusion that the course that is being pursued by 
President Yeltsin needs more than ever the determined 
support of the western industrialized states. 


The continuation of the reform policy, which is oriented 
toward democracy, the rule of law, and market economy, 
is in the interests of Russia and in the common interest 
of Europe and the West. It is a contribution to safe- 
guarding global stability. 


If this policy were abandoned, this would have devas- 
tating effects on the future of Russia and its people. It 
would endanger the prospects of fruitful cooperation 
with all of Europe. 
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The solidarity of the entire West, and in particular of the 

G-7, is now required for the urgently necessary economic 

support for the reforms in Russia. The basis for this 

remains the concept of help for self-help, which was 

ee © 2 ee ee ee 
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Russia's economic stabilization 1s of the utmost impor- 
tance. 

Speedy progress in solving the debt issue within the 
framework of the Paris Club is a priority matter, also as 
an element for better access to the international capital 
market. 


The revival of agriculture, of medium-sized industry, 
and of the energy sector, also by means of promoting 
privatization, also deserves increased attention from 
international institutions such as the EC, the European 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development, and the 
World Bank. 


We want to work for a speedy conclusion of a compre- 
hensive partnership agreement with the EC, by means of 
which Russia gets access to the European market and is 
gradually integrated into the international economy in 
the course of its transformation to a market economy. 


Looking to the prospects of this cooperation, Italy and 
Germany stress the common interest in a stable Russia 
as a full participant in the large-scale processes of inter- 
national cooperation, in particular in Europe itself. As a 
result of its historical tradition and its importance, 
Russia is an essential element in the international bal- 
ance. The democratic industrialized nations and neigh- 
boring Europe are, therefore, called upon to establish the 
closest possible political cooperation with Russia. There- 
fore, we consider it indispensable to continue the dia- 
logue that was started in London and Munich with 
President Yeltsin in Tokyo within the framework of the 
international economic summit. 


Britain’s Hurd Calls Upon West To Support 
Yeltsin 


AU3003 141793 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 30 Mar 93 p 7 


[Report signed “Sto.”: “Hurd Calls For Support For 
Yeitsin”)} 


[Text] Bonn, 29 March—British Foreign Secretary Dou- 
glas Hurd ha« called upon Western countries to extend 
their support ‘o Russian President Boris Yeltsin. In a 
speech at the Konrad Adenauer Foundation on 29 
March, Hurd said that “if Yeltsin and the reformers 
request our aid, they are entitled to receive such aid, 
because reforms in Russia are definitely in the interests 
of the West and the Russian people.” The British foreign 
secretary also praised the “remarkable” intensive foreign 
policy cooperation between Russia and the West, espe- 
cially also in the conflict with Serbia. He said that the 
reforms had progressed particularly well in foreign 
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policy. He was, however, careful not to comment on the 
successes of the political and economic reforms in 
Russia. 


Hurd described the crisis in “Yugoslavia” as an example 
of how foreign policy cooperation between Moscow and 
the West has deepened. Besides the pressure exerted by 
Moscow on “its traditional client, Serbia,” the “most 
obvious manifestation of change in Russia's foreign 
policy is its present work at the United Nations.” Here 
Russia has played a constructive and untiring role, said 
Hurd. He said that the Vance-Owen plan should not be 
praised before it had been agreed upon; however, if it is 
implemented, “then we will owe a lot to the Russians, 
their continuous pressure on the Serbs will have helped 
us achieve a solution.” 


The British foreign secretary said that regarding consid- 
erations for a peacekeeping force in the former Yugo- 
slavia, which would have to put such a solution into 
practice, not only a “force with a central NATO ele- 
ment” would be considered. Russian involvement was 
also conceivable. Hurd said this was “an amazing pros- 
pect for anyone formed by the intellectual idea of the 
Cold War.” 


The West must value this new Russian foreign policy, 
demanded Hurd, “by taking Russia into our confidence 
and showing understanding for its problems.” However, 
he voiced reservations about Yeltsin's wish to be 
assigned, by the United Nations, the role of a “security 
guarantor” in Russia's troubled environment. He said 
that this demand was “not quite straight.” Regional 
organizations could only be given “a specific mandate” 
by the Security Council, and peacekeeping measures had 
to be unbiased and responsible. The British Government 
believed, however, that Moscow's readiness to cooperate 
with the United Nations and the Conference on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe, as in the case of Moldova 
and Nagorno-Karabakh, should provide a basis. 


Regarding the current political situation in Moscow, 
Hurd said he hoped that Yeltsin would “resist the 
temptation” to concentrate his efforts on the economic 
sector and “neglect political liberties.” Political and 
economic reforms should “go together.’ Economic effi- 
ciency was only possible if human rights, the rule of law, 
and the right of ownership were ensured. Therefore, 
further economic development in Russia urgently 
required political reforms. So far, “progress has taken an 
irregular course.” The democratically elected president 
was facing a parliament and a constitutional court 
“which are stuck halfway between communist and free 
principles.” That is one of the reasons Russia “‘is still far 
away” from a comprehensive economic policy that could 
make the best of the country’s large resources, said Hurd. 


The British foreign secretary calied upon Western gov- 
ernments to give Moscow practical support. He warned 
that if the West failed to help Russia by means of new 
trade relations, a partnership agreement with the Euro- 
pean Community, and a free trade agreement, there 
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would be a “wave of immigrants from the East,” which 
could “become a flood and swamp the whole of Europe.” 
Therefore, help for the reformers in Russia was in the 
West's interests, said Hurd at the end of his speech 
before the Konrad Adenauer Foundation. 


Ruehe Favors Extension of NATO Into Eastern 
Europe 


LD3103122893 Hamburg DPA in German 1052 GMT 
31 Mar 93 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—Federal Defense Minister Volker 
Ruehe has come out in favor of an extension of NATO 
into Eastern Europe. At the annual meeting of the 
German Society for Defense Technology in Bonn on 
Wednesday, Ruche said that the countries of Central and 
Eastern Europe are part of a Europe undergoing political 
and economical unification. It is a question of time when 
and under what conditions states such as Poland and 
Hungary become members of NATO. A broadly based 
strategy of cooperation with the Commonwealth of Inde- 
pendent States (CIS) has to “accompany a possible 
extension of NATO and create a viable network of trust 
and cooperation.” 


Eastern Europe, according to Ruehe, cannot be allowed 
to be a “strategic no-man’s land” in security policy 
terms. Ruehe also came out strongly in favor of an 
economic “Solidarity Pact for Eastern Europe.” The 
deepening of the integration of Europe has to go hand- 
in-hand with its extension. “European unification must 
not end at the Oder and Neisse,” the minister said. The 
West has to “push forward” the development of the East 
“energetically.” Political consensus with Russia is indis- 
pensible to the solution of many international crises. If 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin were to fail, then “we 
would all have to pay a high political price,” Ruehe said. 
There must be comprehensive political and economic 
support for Yeltsin's reform process. 


The minister expressed his concern at Germany's “inter- 
national reputation.” There was an urgent need for a 
decision on this, he said. It would have to be possible to 
deploy the Bundeswehr outside Germany as well, on the 
basis of the UN Charter, to prevent, control and end 
conflicts—within the context of the United Nations, the 
CSCE, NATO, and also within the context of a common 
European security and defense policy. If German politi- 
cians do not now find the strength to make the required 
decisions rapidly and in their entirety, the Germans are 
threatened with having an ‘international walk-on part.” 
Ruehe assured that Germany will never act alone on 
international missions, only together with allies and 
partners. 


Ruehe referred to the restricted funds with which the 
Bundeswehr will have to cope. Thus he called for a new 
armarnents policy. It will have to do justice to future 
security policy needs and at the same time take into 
account the financial framework and economic perspec- 
tives in Germany and the whole of Europe. The arms 
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industry cannot exclude the will for pan-European eco- 
nomic union, he said. Consequences for arms export 
practice were unavoidable, he added. “We need 
common European arms export regulations,” Ruehe 
said. Ruehe called upon the industry to cooperate with 
the cuts. 


Interior Ministry Statement on Help for 
Bosia-Herzegovina 

AU3103114993 Bonn BULLETIN in German Nr. 
25/25 Mar 93 p 215 


[Statement by the FRG Interior Ministry: “Immediate 
Humanitarian Help for Bosnia-Herzegovina™] 


(Text] The FRG Interior Ministry reports: 


On 23 March 1993 FRG Interior Minister Rudolf Seiters 
sent 18 experts of the Technical Assistance Office 
{[THW] to Mostar in Bosnia-Herzegovina. On behalf of 
the EC task force in Mostar/Bosnia, the THW specialists 
are to provide immediate help in repairing the supply 
facilities for the population (water and electricity). 


It is the objective of the humanitarian relief measure to 
rapidily improve the supply situation of the population, 
which is tense because of the heavy influx of refugees and 
heavy destruction in the war. Because of heavy destruc- 
tion, the water supply has special priority. Here it is 
particularly urgent to reconnect the water main going 
over the Neretva to Mostar. Since the water main was 
damaged, more than 20,000 people have been cut off 
from drinking water supplies. 


The THW helpers’ mission is initially planned for 30 
days. As the next step, 30 THW helpers are to be sent to 
Mostar. In this mission, the THW experts are supposed 
to help the people rebuild the destroyed houses, so that 
the inhabitants who fled can return there. 


On the occasion of the THW specialists’ dispatch, FRG 
Interior Minister Rudolf Seiters said that the mission is 
an important contribution to help on the spot. Many of 
these humanitarian actions must follow to mitigate the 
hardships of the local population and the large number 


of refugees. 


Bundeswehr Participates for First Time in Bosnia 
Aid Drop 

L.D2903073793 Berlin DDP in German 0434 GMT 

29 Mar 93 


[Excerpts] Frankfurt/Main (DDP)—The Bundeswehr 
took part in the air drop of supplies over eastern Bosnia 
for the first time during Sunday night with a Transall 
aircraft. The flight ran smoothly and was a “complete 
success,” the Air Force press center at the Rhine-Main 
air base in Frankfurt reports. It is envisaged that the 
relief flights will be continued. [passage omitted] 
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Bundeswehr involvement in the airdrop was planned last 
week, but was initially prevented from starting because 
of the Serbian threat to shoot down relief aircraft if 
Germans participated. 


Second Airdrop Report.d 
LD2903212393 Hamburg DPA in German 2050 GMT 
29 Mar 93 


[Text] Bonn/Frankfurt (DPA)}—Another Bundeswehr 
Transall aircraft took yng log Frankfurt’s 


would neither confirm nor deny this. The Serbs have 
previously stepped up their protests against the opera- 
tions following the first flight of a Transall to Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. These are evidently directed no longer just 
at the Transalls being deployed, but also against other 
targets. A Transall flew last night in formation with 
American aircraft on the first German aid mission. 


Bundeswehr Flights Continue 
LD3103084093 Hamburg DPA in German 0718 GMT 
31 Mar 93 


[Text] Frankfurt/Main (DPA)}—More aid flights to 
Bosnia ‘Herzegovina involving German and French air- 


dropped a total of 43.6 tons of food and 0.6 tons of 
medication over the Srebrenica area. The airdrop was 
conducted without incident. This was the third consec- 
utive aid flight to eastern Bosnia involving a German 
Transall aircraft. 


Participation in UN Military Missions Still 
‘Unsolved’ 


AU3003 101493 Hamburg DIE WELT in German 
30 Mar 93 p 1 


{Commentary by Lothar Ruehl: “A Small Step”) 


ext] German soldiers are now also participating in the 
ian airlift. This decision does not yet constitute a 
breakthrough. Nevertheless, this aid for the war victims 
is bringing Germany closer to all its allies and all states 
that directly and actively support the United Nations in 
the theater of war. 


There is yet another reason one should welcome this 
decision: Bonn has disregarded Serbian threats against 
German aircraft and rejected any intimidation attempts. 
However, the problem of German participation in 
securing and restoring peace with military means, in 
defending international law, and enforcing sanctions 
through the use of force, remains unsolved. 


One is still waiting for Germany's active military partic- 
ipation in international security policy. Humanitarian 
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actions are useful and praiseworthy, but they cannot 
compensate for the refusal to provide troops for military 
missions. 


What is needed this time is a mere participation in 
NATO AWACS missions. The controversy about this 
issue in Bonn will be taken to the Constitutional Court in 
Karisruhe—where the case may be dealt with but not 
decided this year. Thus, German foreign policy is para- 
lyzed in cases of crisis. The chancellor's promise to the 
nations of the world of 3 October 1990, and the UN 
secretary general's demand for German participation in 
military actions remain unfulfilled even in the third year 
after German unification. 


Commentary Views ‘National Interests’ 
Reservation 


AU 2603203493 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 25 Mar 93 p 1 


{Guenther Nonnenmacher commentary: “German Inter- 
ests™] 

[Text] “British foreign policy has the task of protecting 
and promoting British interests. Despite the change in 
the world, this basic mission has not changed. The 
question of what Britain's interest is must be answered 
anew in every generation.” British Foreign Secretary 
Hurd's remarks correspond to classic nation-state phi- 
losophy. One finds it hard to imagine that they might be 
included in a statement by the German chancellor. 


Here it is said that “more freedom of action” results in 
“more responsibility” and that Germany rejects “unilat- 
eral efforts or even power ambitions” (government state- 
ment of the chancellor in January 1991). When the 
foreign minister asks about an international role “that 
corresponds to the means and wishes of our people and 
is acceptable for the neighbors and partners,” the first 
answer that occurs to him is the “rejection of nation- 
alism and old-style power politics”, Kinkel again picked 
up the phrase “policy of responsibility,” which was used 
by Genscher once; moral language clouds instead of 
sharpens political analysis. 

Not only politicians who are allegedly pursuing real- 
politik in our country feel ill at ease with the fact that 
German politicians find it hard to talk of “national 
interests”; there is also uneasiness among our allies. It 
results from the suspicion that too much idealism in 
politics is either a sign of misunderstanding reality or a 
strategy to disguise interests which one does not like to 
talk about. Since both things can be dangerous, our 
friends would rather have German politicians say where 
they see their country’s interests. There may be objec- 
tions, but this is part of foreign politics. 


The old FRG's national interests were basic: first regain 
political independence as a state, with which the read- 
mission to the international community was connected; 
protection from the communist threat and the develop- 
ment of a European-Atlantic sphere of prosperity were in 
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Germany's interest; regaining tne unity of the state 
continued to be the national objective fixed in the 
preamble to the Basic Law. With its philosophy of 
reservation, the FRG has fared well. Without much 
national trauma, it achieved more—security, prosperity, 
unity—than most Germans dared to hope after the war. 


There is no good reason for the desire to invent a 

completely different foreign policy now. Germany, 

Europe, and the rest of the world are not in a position 
where it appears to be advisable to loosen ties, to 
abandon partners, or to cancel alliances. In a new situa- 
tion, which has many advantages, but also the disadvan- 
tage of unpredictability, the affirmation of partnership is 
no less important than before. After the disappearance of 
the joint enemy, however, other arguments are required. 


Since an immediate external threat no longer exists, 
internal difficulties, above all economic ones, are on the 
verge of getting beyond German control—at least psy- 
chologically. Those who want to convince the people 
now that the FRG has to play a “new role” and assume 
“greater responsibility” will not be able to succeed by 
showing good intentions. Agreement can only be 
achieved if the people see that their interests are repre- 
sented. 


That can be learned from the Britons. The first national 
interest professed by Foreign Secretary Hurd—the 
defense of Britain's freedom and territorial unity— 
cannot be separated from a second one: “Together with 
the allies, we contribute to collective security, on which 
we also depend. Therefore, we defend our allies in 
NATO.” That also applies to Germany; political leader- 
ship would mean drawing the necessary conclusions 
from it. How hard it is to understand in Germany that 
the alliance solidarity on which we continue to depend 
results in new tasks is just being demonstrated in a 
surrealistic play entitled “German AWACS crews”: in 
order to avoid having to “give in,” the Free Democratic 
Party of Germany is making a crazy about-face, which 
makes the government the laughingstock of the German 
people and Germany the laughingstock of the world. 


The interest in security and peace is followed by the 
interest in the country’s economic welfare. The figures 
speak for themselves and the EC: More than half of 
Germany's exports go to the EC and three-fourths to the 
European Economic Area, that is, the EC and the Euro- 
pean Free Trade Association taken together. Germany 
owes its prosperity to integration with other Western 
European democracies. In order to preserve security and 
prosperity, this network must be consolidated, gradually 
extended to the new democracies in Ceniral and Easiern 
Europe, and kept open to free international trade. These 
are objectives that are not always in harmony. However, 
it is in Germany's interest to act as a mediator and to 
work toward a balance, as best as it can. 


One can look at the matter from whatever angle one 
likes: As soon as one goes beyond matters of course, the 
determination of national interests results in the need to 
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develop the international surroundings on which 
German security and prosperity depend. The FRG 
“internationalism in principle” is not only a question of 
responsibility and morals; it corresponds best to German 
interests. 


FDP Tries To Mediate in UN Missions Row 


AU3003 144493 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 30 Mar 93 pp 1, 2 


[“C.G.”-initialed report: “FDP Trying To Make CDU/ 
CSU Change Position”) 


[Text] Bonn, 29 March—The Free Democratic Party of 
Germany [FDP] will try to move its partners in the 
coalition, the Christian Democratic Union/Christian 
Social Union [CDU/CSU]}, to change the joint motion 
for a Basic Law change regarding out-of- area 
Bundeswehr missions. This step is intended to achieve 
agreement between the coalition and the Social Demo- 
cratic Party of Germany [SPD] in the Bundestag. After a 
meeting of the FDP Presidium: in Bonn on Monday [29 
March], FDP Deputy Chairwoman Schwaetzer said: 
“The FDP is determined to use the next few weeks for 
paving the way for a Basic Law amendment in a way that 
permits AWACS missions with the support of the Bund- 
estag.” This requires that both the SPD and the CDU/ 
CSU leave the extreme positions they have maintained 
so far.“ Under the FDP’s 1992 proposal for a Basic Law 
amendment, the participation in such missions would 
have been possible. Yet, subsequently the suggested text 
was changed to reach a compromise with the CDU/CSU. 
As early as January, wnen the joint draft was tabled in 
the Bundestag, “many FDP deputies had reservations” 
because it reduced the possibility for reaching agreement 
with the SPD. “Now it is necessary to make consensus 
between the Bundestag groups possible,“ Schwaetzer 
said. 

By going back to the text proposed by Foreign Minister 
Kinkel and Justice Minister Leutheusser- 
Schnarrenberger, the FDP is obviously trying to empha- 
size the distance between itself and the CDU/CSU, 
which it considers to be particularly advisable after the 
debate within the coalition on how (to deal with the 
AWACS issue. Moreover, the FDP at least wants to give 
the impression that by achieving agreement in Parlia- 
ment on amending the Basic Law, it is trying to avoid the 
implementation of that agreement with the CDU/CSU, 
according to waich the Cabinet should agree on a 
German AWACS mission for the military enforcement 
of the no-fly zone over Bosnia with the votes of the 
CDU/CSU ministers against those of the FDP minis- 
ters—with the result that the FDP Bundestag group 
would file a complaint at the Constitutional Court in 
Karlsruhe and request a provisional order. The FDP also 
seems to be counting on the vague hope that the UN 
Security Council will not adopt a resolution to enforce 
the no-fly zone for the time being, which would create 
time to seek agreement in the Bundestag. Meanwhile, the 
CDU/CSU has, however, not shown any inclination to 
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talk about the Basic Law amendment and to change the 
coalition’s motion so long as there is still hope that the 
Federal Constitutional Court will not sustain the FDP’s 
motion for a temporary order against a Cabinet decision. 
The CDU/CSU group believes it could then assume that 
its interpretation of the law would also prevail when it 
comes to dealing with the FDP’s complaint in Karlsruhe, 
namely that the Basic Law already authorizes AWACS 
missions and similar actions. In the CDU/CSU’s view, it 
would then not be necessary to amend the Basic Law. 


After a slight change of the January version, the coali- 
tion’s motion to amend the Basic Law, which has now 
been presented to the Bundestag, reads as follows: “The 
FRG Armed Forces may be used, first, for peacekeeping 
missions in accordance with a Security Council resolu- 
tion or withir the framework of regional agreements in 
the spirit of the UN Charter. if the FRG is part of them; 
second, for peacemaking efforts based on Chapters VII 
and VIII of the UN Charter in accordance with a 
Security Council resolution; third, to provide assistance 
to states that are allied with the FRG in accordance with 
the Alliance treaties; fourth, to provide assistance to 
other states in exercise of the right to collective self- 
defense in accordance with Article 51 of the UN Charter, 
and in cooperation with partners within the framework 
of alliances or regional agreements in the spirit of the 
UN Charter, of which the FRG is a member. These 
missions require the support of the majority of the 
Bundestag members (cases number one and two) and the 
support of two-thirds of the Bundestag members (case 
number four).” 


The original FDP draft consisted only of the first two 
points, which referred to blue-helmet missions and 
combat missions following a Security Council decision 
and needed the support of a chancellor’s majority of the 
Bundestag [a majority of all elected deputies, not just 
those present at the Bundestag session]. The CDU/CSU 
insisted that the possibility of operations without a 
Security Council resolution but in accordance with the 
UN Charter and with the support of a two-thirds 
majority in the Bundestag be included in the motion 
paper. The veto of the SPD, which so far only wants to 
permit blue-helmet missions and the protection of 
humanitarian aid, is mainly directed at the last point of 
the coalition’s motion. The FDP is obviously hoping that 
if this point is deleted, the SPD would now also support 
combat missions under UN auspices and with the 
approval of Parliament, because doing without any 
amendment of the Basic Law at all and with Karlsruhe’s 
support for a Cabinet decision, would mean that the 
Bundestag would no longer have to be involved in a 
decision regarding participation in such missions. The 
result of numerous talks between Kinkel, his State Min- 
ister Schaefer and SPD officials has so far been that, 
before its party congress in the fall, the SPD is not 
prepared to give in. SPD foreign-policy experts, who 
regard a restriction to blue-helmet missions as insuffi- 
cient, have implicitly expressed the wish that the govern- 
ment should go to Karlsruhe regarding its decision on 
AWACS missions and thus clarify the situation. 
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Mrs. Schwaetzer has now reproached CSU Chairman 
Waigel: his criticism of Kinkel’s attitude in the AWACS 
issue shows “how far the CSU has moved away from the 
will to implement a policy that had previously been 
formulated together.” Waigel found fault with some- 
thing he supported only last week. Kinkel is not repre- 
senting his private opinion but the policy of the govern- 
ment. Mrs. Schwaetzer also rebuked the SPD: its 
demand for the resignation of Justice Minister 
Leutheusser-Schnarrenberger on the grounds of an 
inconsistent position is stupid. The SPD is trying “to 
conceal its own inability to act.” The SPD is not con- 
tributing to Germany’s ability to meet international 
challenges. It should be careful “not to become Ger- 
many’s Without-Me Party.” Mrs. Schwaetzer noted that, 
if the Cabinet were to make a decision, the FDP minis- 
ters would not put their signature to the complaint of the 
FDP Bundestag group. On the basis of a constitutional 
expert’s opinion, the FDP federal ministers “have 
decided not to sign such a paper as individuals.” It is not 
yet sure who will formulate the complaint for the FDP 
Bundestag group, but it will not be the justice minister, 
Schwaetzer concluded. 


SPD’s Klose on Issues in Forthcoming Visit to 
Poland 


LD3003 165393 Warsaw PAP in English 1535 GMT 
30 Mar 93 


[Text] March 30. -Shortly before his arrival in Poland on 
Tuesday, Chairman of the SPD [Social Democratic 
Party] Group Faction in the German Bundestag, Hans- 
Ulrich Klose provided PAP with an exclusive interview 
in which he stated that he chose to visit Poland because 
he feels it is as important a neighbour for Germany in the 
east as is France in the west. 


“Just as unity and friendship between France and Ger- 
many were *he necessary pre-conditions for freedom, 
peace and ecunomic well-being after World War 2, such 
friendly relations at present between Poland and Ger- 
many decisively guarantee the coming together of the 
democratic states of a no-longer divided Europe and 
constitute the major condition for the entrance of Cen- 
tral and Eastern European countries into the European 
Community,” said Klose, adding that his visit serves to 
bring to political fruition these convictions. 


When asked whether he thought that the Seym’s rejection 
of the mass privatization programme narrowed Poland’s 
chances to enter the European Community, Klose com- 
mented that Poland has been the leader in political and 
economic reform among former communist countries 
and has already seen the first signs of success. 


“There are bound to be problems and barriers where the 
huge task of transforming a command economy to a 
market one is carried out. Undoubtedly the govern- 
ment’s mass privatization bill was an important step in 
the direction of making the economy more effective, and 
its reyection by the Sejm could inhibit the achievement of 
certain important reform goals,” stated Klose. However, 
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he also added that Poland’s chances for membership in 
the European Community do not depend on its specific 
steps in the reform process, but rather on the develop- 
ment of the entire situation. 


“It is important for Poland to develop competitive 
structures at the international level so that entrance into 
the European Community wouid not cause an economic 
breakdown,” commented Klose. 


When asked to explain the SPD’s viewpoint on the 
question of the agreement between Poland and Germany 
on asylum seekers, Klose commented that Germany’s 
negotiation of an asylum agreement with Poland is 
above all the result of pressure exerted by the SPD, and 
that the Social Democrats long ago made clear their 
conviction that any changes in the German constitution 
concerning asylum seekers would be unthinkable 
without the conclusion of an agreement on the matter 
with Poland and a fair division of burdens. 


Czech Envoy Opposes Transit of Rejected Asylum 
Seekers 


AU2603 142293 Prague CTK in English 1300 GMT 
24 Mar 93 


[Text] Berlin March 24 (CTK)—Czech Ambassador to 
Germany Jiri Grusa thinks that the German asylum law 
amendment must not harm other countries, he told 
today’s daily BERLINER ZEITUNG. 


He said that the Czech Republic would not allow refu- 
gees who had already applied several times for asylum 
and who had been staying in Germany for a longer time, 
to enter the Czech Republic. 


The country would not approve of the transit of a 
rejected asylum applicant just in case his or her country 
of origin would guarantee his or her return, Grusa said. 


Being a safe third country means being part of the free 
world. We want to participate in its creating, mainly in 
the areas of security policy, Grusa stressed. For these 
reasons the Czech Republic needs necessarily credits to 
establish the infrastructure needed to subdue the influx 
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of refugees, like the installation of electronic equipment 
to monitor the Czech border. German judiciary and 
police experts should provide consultations to their 
Czech partners, Grusa said. 


He expressed his disappointment at the failure to find a 
joint solution to the refugee issue and to cone’ de a 
multilateral agreement with Germany at the meetin, of 
interior ministers of transit countries in Prague March 16. 


Each country will negotiate with Germany a bilateral 
agreement. No matter what such an agreement will be 
like it will not certainly reflect Grusa’s opinions, com- 
ments the daily. 


Interior Minister Views Drop in Right-Wing 
Crime 


LD3003 143293 Berlin ADN in German 1329 GMT 
30 Mar 93 


[Text] Berlin (ADN)}—The number of extreme right- 
wing acts of violence in Germany has fallen drastically 
over the last few months according to German Interior 
Minister Rudolf Seiters (CDU [Christian Democratic 
Union]). The first three months of 1993 had seen “fewer 
criminal offenses with an extreme right-wing motive” 
compared with 1992 and 1991, Seiters told journalists 
today in Berlin. He cited in this context the drop from 
518 right-wing crimes in September 1992 to 70 during 
January of this year. 


Seiters said that the federal and state governments last 
year strengthened measures geared to combating 
extremism, particularly right-wing extremism. An “Anti- 
Foreigner Criminality” registration service, as well as 
special investigation groups and commissions com- 
prising hundreds of detectives, had enabled the investi- 
gation of over 3,000 individuals suspected of anti- 
foreigner or extreme right- wing crime, of whom around 
1,250 were arrested. In addition, he said that “never in 
the history of German criminal justice have so many 
sentences n passed so quickly after the crimes were 
committeu as is currently the case with extreme right- 
wing crime.” 
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Prime Minister Balladur Forms New Government 


Remarks on ‘United Government’ 


LD3003 193893 Paris France-2 Television Network in 
French 1800 GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Video report on Prime Minister Edouard Balladur 
meeting journalists at the prime minister’s residence 30 
March—recorded] 


[Text] [Balladur] I am pleased that things were able to go 
so (?well) and that it was possible to form the govern- 
ment during the day. 


[Reporter] Are you satisfied with the way that things 
went with the president of the Republic? 
{Balladur] Entirely. 


[Reporter] How would you describe your government? 
[Balladur] Well, I will leave the trouble of describing it to 
you. I would, however, say that it is a united government 
that, as | announced, means to be a balance. | believe 
that more than half of its ministers are acceding to their 
responsibilities for the first time, and I therefore hope 
that it will be a very coherent and united government. 
Our country’s situation is a difficult one, and we need to 
be very efficient. 


[Reporter] When will the secretaries of state be named? 
[Balladur] There will not be any secretaries of state. You 
have the complete government list. There will not be any 
other list. 


Orders Cuts in State Spending 


AU3103115293 Paris AFP in English 1133 GMT 
31 Mar 93 


[Text] Paris, March 31 (AFP)}—New French Prime Min- 
ister Edouard Balladur held a first meeting of his right- 
wing government on Wednesday as a two-year period of 
power-sharing with socialist President Francois Mitter- 
rand got underway. 


Baliadur ordered Budget Minister Nicolas Sarkozy to 
prepare cuts of “at least 3.6 billion dollars in state 
spending,” said Sarkozy, who is also government 
spokesman, after the meeting. 


Ministers were ordered to use regular flights instead of 
government planes to save money and Balladur said he 
would cut entertainment spending at his own Hotel 
Matignon by 30 percent, Sarkozy said. 


One of Balladur’s aims is to cut the budget deficit which 
has increased rapidly as state revenues have fallen with 
recession. 

The small, young 29-minister team, 12 of them in their 
forties, is overwhelmingly pro-European and anchored 
firmly in the centre-right of the French political spec- 
trum. 
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But the question remained of how far the real winner of 
last Sunday’s [28 March] general elections, Gaullist 
leader Jacques Chirac, will attempt to back-seat drive in 
the delicate cohabitation period. 


Chirac, who was worsted as a prime minister in a first 
cohabitation period with Mitterrand in the 1980's and 
then defeated in presidential elections, is saving himself 
for the 1995 presidentials. 


But as leader of the largest single party, the Rally for the 
Republic (RPR), he remains the power behind the 
throne. 


So far cohabitation has gone smoothly, thanks to the 
suave diplomatic talents of Balladur and Chirac’s deci- 
sion to put the lid on his virulent demands for Mitter- 
rand’s resignation during the election campaign. 


The first formal cabinet meeting with Mitterrand in the 
chair will be held un Friday [2 April]. During the first 
fraught cohabitation, Mitterrand and Chirac used to put 
Out separate communiques after cabinet meetings. 


Although Balladur gave the RPR’s junior partner in the 
right wing coalition, the Union for French Democracy 
(UDF), a slight numerical superiority in the new govern- 
ment, the Gaullists retain wide powers, with RPR secre- 
tary-general Alain Juppe at the Foreign Ministry. 


There is no finance portfolio as such and this department 
will be run by Balladur himself, a Gaullist and former 
minister of economy and finance in the previous cohab- 
itation government. The lesser ministries of the budget 
and economy have gone to the RPR and the UDF 


respectively. 


One of Balladur’s first moves was expected to be to make 
the Bank of France independent of the government. The 
move would be in line with the Maaastricht Treaty on 
European union and the single currency, and would help 
to prevent the franc against the speculative attacks that 
followed sterling’s departure from the European mone- 
tary system last September. 


The franc’s linkage with the mark cannot be safeguarded 
unless the central bank is strictly independent of the 
political power, the markets have said. 


Anti-Maastricht campaigners in the new government are 
limited to three and their portfolios are not sensitive. 
Their leader is Interior Minister Charles Pasqua, number 
three in the rankings and one of the leaders of the “no” 
campaign in last September's referendum on the Maas- 
tricht Treaty for closer European union. 


But he was more than balanced by the nomination of 
Simone Weil, number two in the government hierarchy 
as Minister of State for Social, Health and Urban Affairs. 


A former president of the European Parliament, Veil, 
who held the health portfolio in the 1970s, said the 
government was “balanced, and wisely judged.” 
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Of her own appointment, she said: “I consider it as a 
very great honour to be named the highest ranking 
minister, because I think it is a way of highlighting the 
importance of social affairs.” 


Balladur’s cool-headed approach to the composition of 
his cabinet appeared aimed at avoiding the excesses of 
the first cohabitation government between 1986 and 
1988. 


The RPR, then as now the biggest party, grabbed the 
foreign, defence, finance and interior jobs for itself, 
angering its UDF allies. 


Names Alain Juppe Foreign Minister 
AU3003 181793 Paris AFP in English 1800 GMT 
30 Mar 93 


[Text] Paris, March 30 (AFP)—France’s new Prime 
Minister Edouard Balladur formed his conservative gov- 
ernment Tuesday [30 March], less than 24 hours after he 
was named to the post by President Francois Mitterrand. 


Balladur, of the Gaullist Rally for the Republic (RPR), 
named his party’s general secretary Alain Juppe as 
foreign minister, according to the list read outside the 
Elysee Presidential Palace by Mitterrand’s spokesman, 
Hubert Vedrine. 


Mitterrand had named the 63-year-old Balladur, a 
former finance minister and close aid to RPR boss and 
Paris Mayor Jacques Chirac, as the new prime minister 
on Monday [29 March], after the Socialist Party’s 
debacle in legislative elections Sunday (28 March]. 


The government list includes four senior ministers of 
state—also in charge of other portfolios—including 
former European Parliament President Simone Veil, 
whose brief includes social affairs and health. 


The interior portfolio went to the RPR’s Charles Pas- 
qua—who had held the post once before under Chirac— 
and Francois Leotard, of the Republican Party, was 
named minister of defense. 


The other minister of state, with the justice portfolio, 
was Pierre Mehaignerie of the centre-right Union for 
French Democracy (UDF). 


The Ministry of the Economy went to the UDF’s 
Edmond Alphandery. 


Juppe Profiled 
AU3003191093 Paris AFP in English 1900 GMT 
30 Mar 93 


[Text] Paris, March 30 (AFP)}—France’s new foreign 
minister Alain Juppe, 47, is a close aide to neo-Gaullist 
leader Jacques Chirac and is now in his second stint in a 
government of power-sharing “cohabitation” with 
socialist President Francois Mitterrand. 


The secretary-general of the Rally for the Republic 
(RPR) entered the entourage of Chirac, a former premier 
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and the mayor of Paris, at the top, at the age of 31, and 
has remained there ever since. 


Juppe first became an aide to Chirac, then prime min- 
ister under President Valery Giscard d’Estaing, in June 
1976. 


When Chirac quit noisily two months later, he took 
Juppe with him and gave him a senior post in the RPR. 


Married and the father of two, Juppe was born on August 
15, 1945, to a family of farmers in the Landes region in 
southwestern France. 


He had a spectacular academic career, sailing through 
three of France’s top schools: the Ecole Normale 
Superieure, where he obtained the equivalent of a PhD; 
the Institut d’Etudes Politiques; and the Ecole Nationale 
d’Administration, the elite school for France's top civil 
servants. 


When Chirac was elected mayor of Paris, Juppe became 
his main economic advisor. 


When Chirac became premier again in 1986 under 
Mitterrand, Juppe—by then a Paris deputy—served as 
his budget minister. 


When Chirac lost his presidential challenge to Mitter- 
rand in 1988, he made Juppe his deputy at the RPR. 


Juppe fought off challenges from such populists as Phil- 
ippe Seguin and Charles Pasqua—the new Interior Min- 
ister—who opposed Chirac’s pro-European stance in a 
referendum in September 1992. 


In a 1993 memoir called “The Venice Temptation”, 
Juppe mused elegantly about his reputation for cold- 
ness—but also about his temptation to give everything 
up for a life of sipping Bellinis at Venice's Florian Cafe. 


New Government Members Appointed 


LD3003191493 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 1748 GMT 30 Mar 93 


{Announcement by Hubert Vedrine, Elysee secretary 
general—live] 


[Text] Ladies and gentlemen, on the proposal of Prime 
Minister Mr Edouard Balladur, the president has 
appointed the members of the government. | will give 
you the list. The following ministers are named: 




















Ms Simone Veil Minister of State, Minister of Social Affairs, 
Health and Towns 

Charles Pasqua Minister of State, Minister of the Interior and 
Territonal Development 

Pierre Mehaignerie Minister of State, Keeper of the Seals, Min- 
ister of Justice 

Francois Leotard Minister of State, Minister of Defense 

Alain Juppe Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Francois Bayrou Minister of Education 
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Edmond Alphandery | Minister of Economy Other key posts have been given io pro-Europeans with 
= Alain Juppe (RPR) as the new foreign minister, Edmord 
cance ne sem my er Telecommun- = Alphandery (UDF) at economy, Alain Lamassoure 
— : (UDF) at European affairs, Francois Leotard (UDF) at 
Bernard Bosson Minister of Equipment, Transport and defence 
Tourism , 
———— Minister of Compeniss and Bosnemis Dowel Leotard, 51, a former culture minister who once trained 
medium-sized ta and th as a Benedictine monk, was last year charged with 
Michel Gicand — _ corruption and influence-peddling in the French Riviera 
— Cr an nt Cag town of Frejus, where he is mayor, but the charges were 
Jacques Toubon Minister of Culture and Francophone Affairs dropped. 
Nicolas Sarkozy Minister of Budget and Government 
The only anti-European is Charles Pasqua, number three 
Jean Puech Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries in the rankings and one of the leaders of the “no” 
Francois Fillon Minister of Higher Education and Research Campaign in last September's referendum on the Maas- 
Michel Boras Siniaaer of the Envi : tricht Treaty for closer European union. 
Andes Ressinst Minister of the Civil Service The 66-year-old RPR baron held the interior post from 
Herve de Charette Minister of Housing 1986-88, when he shocked opinion by organising charter 
Michel Roussin Minister of Cooperation flights for illegal Malian immigrants back to Bamako, 
_ — . and staged a loud but ineffective campaign against 
Dominique Perben ee eee ee pornography. 
* — entrain The new cabinet has 29 members compared to 44 in the 
: — — outgoing Socialist administration. Balladur, 63, said he 
~~ a —— wanted “a very coherent, and unified government, 
Philippe Mestre Minister of War Veterans and Casualues because the country is in a difficult situation and we 








The following are appointed ministers-delegate, and in 
this capacity they will take part in Cabinet meetings: 
Pascal Clement, for Relations with the National 
Assembly; Roger Romani, for Relations with the Senate 
and in charge of Repatriated People; Philippe Douste- 
Blazy, for Health; Daniel Hoeffel, for Territorial Devel- 
opment and Local Communities; Ms Lucette Michaux- 
Chevry, for Humanitarian Action and Human Rights; 
Alain Lamassoure, for European Affairs. 


Ladies and gentlemen, thank you. 


Cabinet Members Profiled 


AU3 103084493 Paris AFP in English 0114 GMT 
31 Mar 93 


[Text] Paris, March 31 (AFP)—Prime Minister Edouard 
Balladur Tuesday [30 March] presented a new cabinet 
with a balance between the main rightwing movements 
in coalition, just a day after being named to head the 
French government. 


The cabinet is marked by the strong presence of con- 
vinced Europeans in senior posts, and the carefully 
crafted balance between Balladur’s neo-Gaullist Rally 
for the Republic (RPR) and its ally the Union for French 


Democracy (UDF). 


Simone Veil (UDF), number two in the government 
hierarchy and minister of state for social, health and 
urban affairs, is a former president of the European 
Parliament. 


need to be very effective.” 


Veil, who held the health portfolio in the 1970s, said the 
government was “balanced, and wisely judged.” 


Of her own appointment, she said: “I consider it as a 
very great honour to be named the highest ranking 
minister, because I think it is a way of highlighting the 
importance of social affairs.” 


Balladur’s cool-headed approach to the composition of 
his cabinet appeared aimed at avoiding the excesses of 
the first cohabitation government between 1986 and 
1988, observers said. 


The RPR, then as now the biggest of the coalition 
parties, grabbed the foreign, defence, finance and inte- 
rior jobs for itself, angering its UDF allies. 


But Balladur has handed the UDF 16 ministries, with 
the RPR holding 14, including his own post. The RPR 
won 247 seats and the UDF 213 in the national assembly 
after the second round of polling last Sunday. 


The new prime minister has been scrupulous in handing 
out the major posts, giving foreign affairs and interior to 
candidates of Jacques Chirac’s RPR, and economy and 
defence to the UDF of Valery Giscard d’Estaing. 


One post still to be allocated is that of speaker of the 
National Assembly, a job which usually goes to the 
largest party—now the RPR. 
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However, former president Giscard d’Estaing said 
Tuesday that “it would be a signal of union and balance” 
if the job—which ranks fourth in the constitutional 
hierarchy—went to a UDF candidate. 


UDF deputy Dominique Baudis, the mayor of Toulouse, 
has indicated he wants the job, but RPR deputies Pierre 
Mazeaud and maverick Philippe Seguin have also been 
eyeing the post. 


Mazeaud said tradition meant the speakership should go 
to the RPR particularly as a UDF member holds the job 
of speaker of the Senate (upper chamber of parliament) 
in Rene Monory. 


Factions Maneuvering for ‘Plum’ Posts 
AU3003 155293 Paris AFP in English 1529 GMT 30 
Mar 93 


{Text} Paris, March 30 (AFP)—Rival factions in 
France’s ruling right-wing coalition on Tuesday [30 
March] manoeuvred for plum ministerial posts as new 
Prime Minister Edouard Balladur tried to put together a 
government. 


Balladur met with several potential ministers on 
Tuesday and said he hoped to name the new government 
later in the day and failing that, on Wednesday. 


The Union for French Democracy (UDF) of former 
President Valery Giscard d’Estaing was demanding the 
same number of important portfolios as those to be given 
to its senior partner, the Gaullist Rally for the Republic 
(RPR), led by former Prime Minister Jacques Chirac. 


And a battle was shaping up for the post of National 
Assembly speaker, the fourth post in the state hierarchy 
after the head of state, the speaker of the senate and the 
prime minister. 


Alain Juppe, 47-year-old secretary-general of the RPR 
and a long-term Chirac aide, was tipped for the Foreign 
Ministry and Pierre Mehaignerie, 53-year-old chairman 
of the centrist component of the UDF, was expected to 
be given the Finance Ministry. 


He would be balanced as budget minister by Nicolas 
Sarkozy, a 38-year-old whiz kid and RPR deputy secre- 
tary-general. 


Gerard Longuet, 47, president of the Republican Party 
component of the UDF, was in the running for the 
defence portfolio and colourful RPR baron Charles 
Pasqua, 66, was likely to given the interior, a portfolio he 
already held from 1986 to 1988. 


In that period, Pasqua shocked opinion by organising 
charter flights for illegal Malian immigrants back to 
Bamako and staged a loud but ineffective campaign 
against pornography. He is on the right of the RPR, and 
campaigned against the Maastricht treaty on European 
union. 
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The 1986-1988 period was the first power-sharing, or 
“cohabitation”, phase between the right and socialist 
President Francois Mitterrand during his first seven- 
year mandate. His party was crushed in general elections 
last Sunday [28 March] and or. Monday night [29 March] 
he appointed Balladur as premier. 


In the battle for National Assembly speaker, Giscard has 
demanded the post for the UDF although traditionally it 
goes to the largest single party. 


Centrist Executive President Dominique Baudis made 
an early pitch for the post, but faces a plethora of RPR 
candidates for the job. Candidates are elected by the 
National Assembly and MPs do not necessarily vote the 
way their party leaders say. 


The new government's scope for action will be limited. 
The two-year period of cohabitation before 1995 presi- 
dential elections is too short for the right to do much 
about one of France's main problems—the recession and 
the country’s three million unemployed. 


Balladur, a realist, said during the campaign that the best 
that could be hoped for would be to halt the continuous 
rise in the numbers of jobless. 


Appointing Balladur, Mitterrand said he was insisting on 
his own constitutional prerogative to run foreign and 
defence policies. 


Specifically, he said there would be no going back on 
Maastricht and that the parity of the franc and the mark 
would be maintained. 


Some sectors of the right have campaigned to take 
France out of the European monetary system so as to be 
able to cut interest rates and stimulate the economy. 


The French franc was firm Tuesday on European 
exchanges and dealers showed little reaction to Balla- 
dur’s appointment. 


Government ‘May’ Resume Nuclear Tests Under 
Defense Pressure 


AU3003124093 Paris AFP in English 1212 GMT 
30 Mar 93 


[Text] Paris, March 30 (AFP)}—France may resume 
nuclear tests in the Pacific under pressure from the 
defence establishment who consider them essential for 
the modernisation of the country’s nuclear deterrent, 
defence experts said on Tuesday [29 March]. 


They said socialist President Francois Mitterrand and 
the new right-wing government expected to be appointed 
later on Tuesday would likely agree on the need to 
resume testing. 


Mitterrand said during the legislative election campaign 
that ended with the crushing of his Socialist Party that 
France would not resume testing until the United States 
and the Soviet Union did the same. French tests were 
suspended a year ago. 
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In other fields where Mitterrand and the government of 
new’ Prime Minister Edouard Balladur differ, the right 
would have to seek compromise with the head of state, 
whose constitutional prerogative, as he recalled Monday 
[28 March], gives him control of defence and foreign 
policy. 


The right-wing alliance of the Gaullist Rally for the 
Republic (RPR) and the centre-right Union for Frenct. 
Democracy (UDF) agree with the president on the need 
to keep an updated nuclear deterrent, but the RPR is 
believed to favour development of a new land-based 
nuclear weapon alongside the strategic M5 sea-land 
Strategic missile being built for the country’s nuclear 
submarines. 

The right is in agreement with Mitterrand on what it 
called “creation of a pillar of European security under 
the aegis of the Western European Union (WEU), and a 
European armaments agency to be created under the 
Maastricht treaty on European unity. 


But it wants to “clarify” relations with NATO, with the 
RPR wishing to take part in certain NATO bodies, such 
as the defence planning committee but stopping short of 
rejoining the integrated military command. 


It will be difficult for the new government to increase the 
defence budget of around 36 billion dollars during the 
recession. New weapons programmes will likely have to 
wait until 1995, the experts said. 


Lack of cash was also expected to defer the right’s plans 
to phase out conscription and increase the size of the 
professional army. Ending conscription over a five-year 
period would cost 4.5 billion dollars, and in any case 
Mitterrand favours conscription. 


Bundesbank Director Urges ‘Measures Instilling 
Confidence’ 

AU3103115693 Paris AFP in English 1127 GMT 

31 Mar 93 


[Text] Paris, March 31 (AFP)}—The aftermath of the 
French legislative election puts the new administration 
in a stronger position than the Bundesbank to reduce the 
risk premium between French and German rates, 
Bundesbank director Otmar Issing said. 


And in his remarks late on Tuesday, at an economics 
seminar at Jouy-en-Josas near Paris, Issing implicitly 
ruled out any thoughts that the Bundesbank might make 
a major move to help the new French Government. 


“I am always a little suspicious when monetary policy is 
reduced solely to a reduction of rates,” he said since the 
main purpose of policy was to achieve the stability of 
prices and of the currency. 


He urged the French Government headed by Edouard 
Balladur to introduce “measures instilling confidence” 
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sO as to be abie to cut French rates, in remarks to a 


“The main problem is the risk premium (for French 
rates) owing to political uncertainty,” he said. “There is 
no reason for that to continue.” 


The premium had already been reduced by nearly 100 
basis points since the beginning of the week and “France 
can do far more than the Bundesbank”, he said. 


The new government could achieve this by adopting 
“measures which strengthen confidence.” he said. 


“When this risk premium has been removed, we shall be 
able to look towards the future,” he said two days before 
the central council of the Bundesbank was to meet on 
Thursday [1 April] and was expected to maintain its key 
interest rates. 


Issing said that even if French short-term rates remained 
at punitively high levels, since Monday rates had begun 
to ease. 


On Wednesday the rate was at the lowest point of the 
year at 10 and |! sixteenths to 10 and 13 sixteenths from 
10 and 13 sixteenths to 10 and | 5 sixteenths on Tuesday. 


Earlier on Tuesday the president of the Bundesbank 
Helmut Schlesinger, speaking in Budapest, had said that 
current exchanges rates within the European monetary 
system (EMS) were realistic, acceptable and lasting. 


There was no reason why there should be renewed 
tension within the EMS, he said. 


He said that “an inflation rate of above four percent, 
which is double the rate in France, remains a serious 
concern” for German monetary authorities. Germany 
was already benefiting from long-term rates which were 
“astonishingly low”. 


Short-term rates were being eased regularly and had 
fallen by more than 150 basis points since the autumn, 
he said. 


German long-term rates are slightly above six percent 
while the rate of inflation is 4.3 percent. 


Observers noted that on Wednesday the Bundesbank 
had eased its repurchase rate to 8.17-8.23 percent for 13 
days. 


Aircraft Participates in Aid Drop Over Bosnia 


LD2803074793 Hamburg DPA in German 0050 GMT 
28 Mar 93 


[Excerpt] Frankfurt am Main (DPA)—A French aircraft 
took part in the aid flights to eastern Bosnia during 
Saturday night [27 March] for the first time since the 
airlift to eastern Bosnia began. With four USAF aircraft. 
the French Transall C-160 dropped a total of 32.3 tonnes 
of food and .7 tonnes of medicines over the Muslim 
enclave of Gorazde. [passage omitted] 
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Scalfaro Appeals for Calm Amid ‘Political Crisis’ 


AU3003 181493 Paris AFP in English 1746 GMT 
30 Mar 93 


[Text] Rome, March 30 (AFP)—President Oscar Luigi 
Scalfaro sought Tuesday [30 March] to contain Italy's 
Minister Guiliano Amato reportedly offered to resign. 
A statement issued by Scalfaro’s office after his talks 
with the Socialist premier said the president would take 
action only at “the appropriate time.” 

The president’s main message to Italy's officials was to 
stay calm amid reports that justice was investigating 
alleged links between former Premier Giulio Andreotti 
and the Mafia. “Let us maintain calm in order not to 
increase the country’s difficulties,” the president said. 
In a public appeal, Scalfaro also urged Italians to have 


faith in government institutions “during a difficult 
moment that calls for everyone to feel responsible.” 


But Italy’s stubborn corruption scandal refused to go 
away, with reports Tuesday that Finance Minister 


Franco Reviglio is under investigation for alleged cor- 
rupt practices while head of the state oil consortium ENI. 


ENI's chairman, Gabriele Gagliari, and three other top 
executives are currently in jail on corruption charges. 
Four ministers and four party leaders have so far 
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index dropping 2.3 percent and the li 


Amato himself has been hinting at the need for a broader 
base supporting his cabinet, to include Republicans and 
the — Party (PDS)—the former Commu- 
nist , 


PDS leader Achille Occhetto was called to the presiden- 
tial palace, seen as a sign that efforts were under way to 
widen the ruling coalition. 
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Scalfaro noted that Amato, said by a close associate to 
have tendered his resignation, had told the presic-nt “he 
was prepared to cooperate” with any eventual measures 
to safeguard the workings of government. 


Amato “thinks that a government made up of just four 
parties is no longer in a position to deal with the 
situation,” Socialist Party official Enrico Manca said 
after a meeting with the premier and Socialist Party 
leader Giorgio Benvenuto. 

Amato's government is made up of the Socialist, Chris- 
tian Democrat, Liberal and Social Democrat parties, 
each one in disarray. The leaders of the first three 
resigned one after the other in connection with the 
corruption scandal, while the Social Democrat chief had 
financial difficulties. 

Scalfaro on Tuesday also met with the speaker of the 
lower house, Giorgio Napolitano, and the Republican 
speaker of the Senate, Giovanni Spadolini, in anticipa- 
tion of the next political challenge: a referendum on 
April 18 to reform Italy's complicated electoral system. 


The depth of the crisis was reflected in Amato's compar- 
ison late Monday with the events of September 8, 1943. 
when Italy sought an armistice with the wartime Allies 
and the king fled into exile, leaving behind a country in 
profound dislocation. 


Finance Minister Reviglio Under Investigation, 
Resigns 


AU3003 174993 Paris AFP in English 1743 GMT 
30 Mar 93 


[Text] Milan, Italy, March 30 (AFP)}—Italian Finance 
Minister Franco Revigho resigned Tuesday (30 March] 
after coming under investigation for alleged corruption. 
His office said Revigho had tendered his resignation in a 
letter to Prime Minister Giuliano Amato, becoming the 
fifth member of the Amato cabinet to resign under the 
cloud of a corruption investigation. 


He had been informed shortly beforehand that he was 
under investigation into allegations that he was involved 
in corrupt practices when he headed ENI., the Italian oil 
consortium. 


Revighio was notified of the investigation after being 
summoned by Milan Magistrate Antonio Di Pietro, who 
is spearheading a nationwide crackdown on corruption 
in political and business circles. 

The chairman of EN!, Gabriele Gagliari. and three other 
top executives are currently in jail on charges of corrup- 
tion, notably involvement in illegal party financing 
schemes. 


Reviglio said in the letter that he was “confident in the 
judgment of the magistracy and sure of being totally 
exonerated.” 
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LD3103103293 Rome RAI Televideo Teletext in Italian 
0957 GMT 31 Mar 93 


LD3103131593 Rome RAI Uno Television Network in 
Italian 1130 GMT 31 Mar 93 


crisis, and this does seem to be the most correct descrip- 
Amato, after having placed his mandate in the hands of 
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spoken about a constructive confidence motion and the 
mechanism by which a government is only replaced 
when a new one is ready. 


On a political level, there have been no notable develop- 
ments. The political forces are confirming their already 
known positions to Scalfaro. So, the watershed after the 
referendum will be between those who want early elec- 
tions and those who want to form a new government. 


Defense Minister, Chief of Staff Deny Coup 
Rumors 


PM3103111493 Milian IL GIORNALE in Italian 
30 Mar 93 p 3 


{[Unattributed report: ““The Military Plotting a Coup? 
One of Miglio’s Tall Stories™”} 


[Text] Rome—Are there putschist tendencies among the 
military? Have there been meetings of the chiefs of staff 
to deal with the repercussions of the Clean Hands 
investigation? After the alarm sounded by Northern 
League ideologist Gianfranco Miglio, all we have heard 
are clear and definite denials. 


Defense Minister Salvo Ando 1s urging people not to 
believe in these “tall stories.” and saying that Italy's 
military seem very calm to him: “Nobody should be 
allowed to gratuitously denigrate the Armed Forces. 
There is not the slightest sign that might lead one to 
perceive undue attention on the part of the military 
structure toward a political situation which I really do 
not feel presents this type of threat.” Defense Chief of 
Staff General Domenico Corcione shares that opinion: 
“Madness,” he exclaimed. “This report, in the terms in 
which Senator Miglio has pui it about, is completely 
groundiess. It 1s about time someone emphasized that 
the Armed Forces, by virtue of their institutional nature, 
are opposed to anyone with putschist tendencies. We 
have meetings every day: on Somalia, Mozambique, 
Albania, without asking Professor Miglio’s permission. 
No meetings have been called on that topic, nor will they 
be in the future.” 


“Presumed or aspiring putschists,” the defense chief of 
staff added, “should be aware that the institutional duty 
of the Armed Forces is to contribute to safeguarding the 
free institutions.” Corcione wanted to stress that “we 
have serious things to consider, and that is why we meet 
every now and then, because we have more important 
things than meetings in Pontida [ref to Northern League 
28 March rally}.” 


Army Chief of Staff General Goffredo Canino is threat- 
ening legal action; he declared himself to be “personally 
damaged by the mere fact that Professor Miglio 1s able to 
express a hypothesis of that type, which would mark me 
indirectly, and thus im an underhand way, as a demo- 
cratically untrustworthy military leader and an adven- 
turist.~ 














FBIS- WEU-93-060 
31 March 1993 


But the umpieenth “affair” stirred up by the League 
ideologist’s declarations seems fated to die down. Indeed 
Miglio himself has “rectified” the declarations he made. 
This is his latest version: “Who said anything about a 
coup... I said something completely different,” the sen- 
ator maintained. “Given the deep crisis, if not the 
collapse, of the institutions, the Armed Forces might 
receive requests from the political forces, and so the 
military must take care to remain within the framework 
of the Constitution, and also persuade the other political 
bodies to abide strictly by the Constitution; I consider 
this attitude of the Armed Forces toward the Constitu- 
tion to be highly positive.” Miglio added that he had 
recently received “information on a friendly rather than 
an institutional level” from military circles wondering 
“what do we do if the institutions collapse. I would have 
been surprised if this had not happened,” Miglio con- 
cluded, “namely if in the current situation the military 
were to behave like the three monkeys: see no evil, speak 
no evil, hear no evil...” 


Defense Minister Discusses Current Political 
Situation 


AU3 103153993 Vienna Oesterreich Eins Radio Network 
in German 0500 GMT 31 Mar 93 


[Konstanze Ripper report on interview with Italian 
Defense Minister Salvo Ando in Vienna; date not 
given—trecorded] 


[Text] [Ripper] Ando means | left in Italian. This has not 
yet taken place. However, the Italian government is 
currently trying to survive on a day-to-day basis. The 
country’s economic and financial situation is disastrous. 
Yet, most of the time the four-party coalition only 
achieves a very slim majority which makes it often 
impossible to take urgent decisions. The referendum 
scheduled to take place on 18 April is designed to 
introduce a new majority voting system which should 
make the next government more efficient, Defense Min- 
ister Ando pointed out. 


[Ando] We are now on the eve of an important refer- 
endum which should lead to changes in the institutions 
and in politics. Difficult things become even more diffi- 
cult in this transitional phase. 


Ripper] The military that he heads is partly involved in 
the corruption affair. Ando has ordered investigatiois 
into allegations that the general staff enriched itself wher 
placing orders and procuring weapons. Yet, Ando vehe- 
mently denies rumors spread by the right-wing Lega 
Nord that some generals are thinking of a coup in the 
current chaotic situation. 


[Ando] These are mere fantasies. Others share this view. 


[Ripper] In spite of the breakdown of the government 
and of the large parties, Ando does not see the end of the 
Republic coming soon. 
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[Ando] The Italian Republic has survived other difficult 
situations, though less serious ones. Simply, we need new 
regulations so that our institutions can work again, and 
we need a broader majority for as long as we do not have 
new rules. 


[Ripyer] Where should the new politicians come from? 
Wom should the Italians elect on the basis of the new 
rales? 


[Ando] Once political competition is organized in a 
different way, there will also be new politicians. The 
history of democracy consists of : periodic changes of 
elites, and the organization of pa changes, too. 


[Ripper] Ando considers a new Italy possible without 
links between politics and the Mafia. 


[Ando] I believe that this is possible on the basis of 
renewed institutions, more openness and transparency 
for the citizens. We are currently going through a period 
of utter confusion and bitterness. The changes must 
recreate a climate in which one can breathe. 


Prosecutors Question Andreotti on Death of 
Businessman 


AU3103 145493 Paris AFP in English 1429 GMT 
31 Mar 93 


[Text] Rome, March 31 (AFP)}—Two prosecutors ques- 
tioned former Italian Prime Minister Giulio Andreotti 
Wednesday [31 March] about the mysterious death of a 
leading businessman-politician. 


Andreotti had been one of the last people to meet with 
Sergio Castellari, the former director general of State 
Industrial Holdings Ministry, the day he disappeared 
February 18. 


A week later, his decomposing body was found in the 
countryside, a gun in his hand, a whisky bottle nearby. 
Investigators at first thought that Castellari committed 
suicide, but no are investigating a possible murder. 


Castellari hed been accused of stealing home ministry 
papers relating to an attempt to form a chemical com- 
pany which is under investigation. 


The prosecutors and inspectors from the finance brigade 
questioned Andreotti for an hour and fifteen minutes 
about his relations with Castellari. Andreotti, now a 
senator for life, took over Castellari’s duties after he 
died. 


The questioning took place in Andreotti’s senate office. 


Andreotti, 74, seven times prime mininster and a main- 
stay of Italy’s postwar political history, declared his 
innocence Saturday [27 March] after he announced that 
he was suspected of collaborating with the Mafia. The 
investigation is an unprecedented inquiry into links 
between the criminal underworld and the highest levels 
of the government. 
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Prosecutors, who are demanding the lifting of 
Andreotti’s parliamentary immunity, said eight Mafia 
“turncoats” had implicated Andreotti with the crime 
syndicate, according to a 246-page document that AFP 
obtained. 


However, only two of these former Mafia members 
mention Andreotti by name as the politician in Rome 
who helped Salvo Lima, the Christian Democrat leader 
in Palermo, “fix” the Mafia’s legal problems. 


Former Mafiosi Leonardo Messina, had refused last 
August to name Lima’s Rome “correspondent.” How- 
ever, he named Andreotti in January, the document said. 


A second Mafia “turncoat,” Gaspare Mutolo, had also 
refused to talk last year. But in March, Mutolo said, 
“Andreotti is the person Salvo Lima turned to for 
decisions to be made in Rome concerning Mafia inter- 
ests.” 


The six other Mafia “turncoats” spoke only indirectly of 
Andreotti’s ties with Sicily by mentioning Lima's “inter- 
mediary” with politicians in Rome. 


Tommaso Buscetta who has refused to name “politi- 
cians” since 1984, again refused, the document said. 


“The Mafia made (voters) vote for the Christian Demo- 
crats,” Vicenzo Marsala has said since 1984. Marsala 
also said that Lima was killed in March, 199: because he 
broke his promise to get two criminal sen‘ neces dis- 
missed in an appeals court in January, 1992. 


The document also spoke of Mafia connections with the 
kidnapping of Christian Democrat leader Aldo Moro by 
the Red Brigade and the death of Roberto Calvi, presi- 
dent of the Banco Ambrosiano who was found hanging 
under a London bridge. 


Scalfaro’s Role in Referendums Questioned 


93ESOS00B Rome L'ESPRESSO in Italian 21 Mar 93 
pp 64-66 


[Article by Antonio Padellaro: “Provided They Do Not 
Want To Vote Immediately] 


[Text] Quirinal Palace [presidency of the Republic}: Scal- 
faro’s new strategy. 


Farewell to the four-party government. Government by 
the president of the Republic. Electoral reform. The course 
of the head of state appears to be already established: 
there is only one month to go. But some are hinting that 


he is perhaps a hostage.... 


It is several days after 18 April 1993. Impressed by the 
resounding victory of the referendums that amend the 
electoral law for the Senate and repeal the regulations 
concerning the public financing of political parties, the 
head of state accepts the resignations of the last govern- 
ment based on the old coalitions. And he initiates the 
consultations looking toward the formation of a new 
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executive branch that will be completely disengaged 
from the political parties, in strict application of Article 
92 of the Constitution, which gives him the power to 
appoint the members of the cabinet pursuant to the 
recommendation of the prime minister. Thus is born the 
Presidential Government. Prestigious and able represen- 
tatives of political and civilian society will be invited to 
be a part of that government and will be recruited even 
from former opposition parties such as the PDS [Dem- 
ocratic Party of the Left], the Lega, the Greens, and the 
Pannella List. The program of the new government will 
call for a limited number of basic measures to revive the 
economy and, above all, for the rapid approval of a new 
electoral law that will make it possible to renew Parlia- 
— by the end of 1993 or—at the latest—by the spring 
of 1994. 


It is not political fantasy, but a scenario that is increas- 
ingly realistic, as the political phase that began on 5 April 
1992 gradually comes to an end. It was then that, 
although the DC [Christian Democratic Party], PSI 
{Italian Socialist Party], PSDI [Italian Democratic 
Socialist Party}, and PLI [Italian Liberal Party] were 
badly battered in the election, they succeeded in putting 
together a majority which was entrusted to the leader- 
ship ability of Giuliano Amato. Eleven months later, this 
same majority—exhausted by the warnings of judicial 
investigation received from the judiciary and by a 
growing unpopularity—exisis solely on paper. If a vote 
were taken today, the four-party coalition would receive 
around 35 to 38 percent of the vote. As for the Socialist 
helmsman, who is worn out—including psychologi- 
cally—by problems that are greater than his capacity for 
mediation and who almost perished in the storm over 
the Conso decree, has already announced formally that 
he wants to retire to private life. 


In a panorama that is strewn with ethical debris, and 
given the progressive crumbling of our institutions, it 1s 
almost inevitable that the nation would concentrate its 
last hopes for change and salvation oin the highest office 
of the Republic and in the person who embodies that 
office: Oscar Luigi Scalfaro. He is eulogized by the 
foreign press (“Scalfaro Saves Italy's Honor” is the 
headline in the most recent issue of L'OBSERVATEUR) 
and loved by his fellow citizens (500 ietters are delivered 
every day to the Quirinale Palace, and no public opinion 
survey has been taken in which the former judge from 
Novara is not rated as far and away the most honest, the 
fairest, and most trustworthy of all. 


The man who entered the Quirinale with the air of 
someone whose term in office would be of a notarial and 
cautious nature—after the fashion of the seven-year term 
of Luigi Einaudi—has transformed his office into a 
center for decision making and continuous consultation. 
Since the beginning of the year there have been 186 press 
releases reporting on the president's official conversa- 
tions—an average of almost three a day. Many of these 
releases concern the usual diplomatic protocol, but most 
of them report on meetings that reflect Scalfaro’s con- 
stant attention to all the more important questions. In 
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recent weeks almost every member of the cabinet has 
come to his office: Interior Minister Nicola Mancino (in 
particular); Bank of Italy Governor Caric Azeglio 
Ciampi (twice); Confindustria [General Confederation 
of Italian Industry] President Luigi Abete; the leaders 
[preceding word in English] of the CGIL [Italian General 
Confederation of Labor], CISL [Italian Confederation of 
Trade Unions}, and UIL [Italian Federation of Trade 
Unions}; the top military authorities; DIA [Anti-Mafia 
Investigative Directorate] Commandant Giuseppe 
Tavormina; Luciano Violante, chairman of the Anti- 
Mafia Committee of Parliament; Gerardo Chiaromonte, 
chairman of the Secret Services Oversight Committee of 
Parliament; and Constitutional Court President Mario 
Casavola. The list of visitors includes all the political 
party leaders (Achille Occhetto and Leoluca Orlando, 
each twice) and a multitude of deputies seeking 
advice, ranging from PDS Deputy Claudio Petruccioli to 
MSI [Italian Social Movement] Deputy Giulio Cara- 
donna. The presidents of the two houses of Parliament— 
Giovanni Spadolini and Giorgio Napolitano, respec- 
tively—are regular visitors. Amato is, of course, 
constantly present, and, in addition to their official 
conversations, keeps the head of state informed of all the 
day's developments (although the latter often receives 
information before Amato does, as occurred in the case 
of the capture of Toto Riina, which the General Com- 
= of the Carabinieri communicated directly to Scal- 
). 


And it is precisely in his guardianship of the fragile 
Amato administration that Scalfaro has manifested the 
maximum of political guidance (* ‘No other president of 
the Republic has made his presence felt so strongly.” the 
constitutiona! authority Paolo Amaroli maintains) ever 
since he was entrusted with the presidency in June of last 
year. Still in the saddle as secretary of the PSI, having 
only been grazed by the news leaks from the Clean 
Hands investigation, Bettino Craxi was at that time still 
harboring hopes of becoming prime minister. In the 
painful search for some magical way to avoid havi 
give a flat refusal to the irritable Socialist leader, Scalfaro 
received an authoritative bit of advice. “Answer Craxi,” 
he was advised, “by telling him that during the consul- 
tations on the subject, 10 one has suggested his name.” 
That proved not to be necessary, however. because in 
their decisive conversaion on the subject it was Craxi 
himself who judged his candidacy to be inopportune. 


As the prime beneficiary of that sensational turn of 
events, Amato returned the favor by attempting consis- 
tently to put the presidential suggestions into practice. 
From the use of the Army in the regions threatened by 
the Mafia to the unfortunate attempt to defend the lira 
and the measures to combat unemployment, Scalfaro has 
also appeared to be very diligent in defending the work 
of the judiciary in the fight against corruption, even 
indicating a new area for investigation, namely the funds 
for reconstruction in Irpinia. However, it was the con- 
troversial Conso decree that put a definitive crack in the 
Scalfaro-Amate axis. By deciding—on Sunday 7 
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March—not to sign the regulations providing for decrim- 
inalization of the crimes committed in connection with 
the financing of political parties, Scalfaro acquired addi- 
tional favor in the eyes of public opinion but cast the 
prime minister in a sorry light. “The president was of 
course informed concerning the decree,” Amato 
explained to the CORRIERE DELLA SERA, endorsing 
the hypothesis that his illustrous interlocutor would 
change his mind at the last minute. And the leader of the 
Socialist delegation in the Senate, Gennaro Acquaviva, 
had somicthing to say. “I know,” he said, “that, on the 
preceding Friday, Minister Conso explained—to 
someone asking for instructions—that the decree could 
not be published in the GAZZETTA UFFICIALE the 
following day because Scalfaro had requested a delay of 
24 hours. Well, what happened in those 24 hours? Who 
conferred with Scalfaro? Is it true that he is a hostage of 
the judges? 

In implementing his quiet presidentialism, Scalfaro will 
no longer have the smooth sailing that he had previously. 
The annoyance over certain of his statements that are 
regarded as moralistic is now being voiced out loud. And 
there are those—such as the Socialist Paris Dell’Unto 
and the Christian Democrat Paolo Cirino Pomicino— 
who have been cut to the quick by certain statements of 
the president of the Republic (“The politicians have 
fallen on the fundamentals, but not I,” for example) and 
have responded by recalling that Scalfaro was a deputy 
for 40 years and is therefore a child of the system like 
everyone else. Voices are also beginning to be raised 
against his interventionism. “Scalfaro is the real advo- 
cate of the presidential form of government” is the 
accusation made by Francesco Cossiga, who had to 
defend himself from the same comment as it applied to 
the final part of his own seven-year term. The leader of 
Communist Renaissance, Sergio Garavini, was even 
more explicit and as early as 3 February denounced on 
the floor of the Chamber of Deputies “the improper role 
assumed by the president of the Republic when he 
abandons his neutral and nonpartisan position.” 


But, for Scalfaro, the most difficult thing will be to resist 
the growing pressure of those in Parliament and outside 
Parliament who are asking for carly and immediate 
elections under the current proportional representation 
system. Rete leader Leoluca Orlando, who has been a 
strong supporter of the president, says that “Scalfaro 
should beware of the Andreotti-Cossiga-Segni axis. They 
want to have the referendums with the aim of protecting 
this Paraliament and a government that has placed itself 
at the service of Kickback City. Early elections are, on 
the other hand, the only instrument that the head of state 
has for keeping his prerogatives intact.” 


Forlani’s Political Influence Seen Waning 


93ESOSOOA Rome L'ESPRESSO in Italian 21 Mar 93 
pp 62-63 

[Article by Guido Quaranta: “And Then Arnaldo Was 
Alone™] 
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[Text] Payoffs. DC [Christian Democratic Party]: the 
defeat of Forlani's 


Carra convicted; Prandini under investigation; not to 
mention Citaristi. Also deputies, senators, and local 
leaders. It is a catastrophe for the faction of the former 
secretary of the DC. 


For several weeks, Forlani has been showing up at the 
Chamber of Deputies on short visits, slinking into the 
corridors, carefully avoiding his colleagues, casting a 
quick glance at the chamber, and then suddenly disap- 
pearing. On Tuesday, 9 March, he announced to the PDS 
{Democratic Party of the Left] president of the Chamber, 
Giorgio Napolitano, that he will not attend the 
upcoming meetings of the committee that is charged 
with amending the Constitution. “I am also a member of 
the European Parliament,” he explained, “and I would 
like to honor this other mandate better.” Someone who 
knows him, however, doubts this official version and 
says that in reality Arnaldo Forlani—the former DC 
secretary—has decided to absent himself as much as 
possible. “Yes, from now on he will perhaps go to 
Strasbourg somewhat more than once,” declares DC 
Senator Francesco Mazzola. “In my opinion, however, 
Arnaldo has opted for exile.” 


Already it is Arnaldo. Remember when he was called 
that, even in the newspapers? Those were other days, 
however-—the glory days. Deputy Forlani today is a 
celebrity of a quite different sort than the Forlani of only 
a year ago. 


A year ago (precisely in mid-March) he was the indisput- 
able head of the largest Italian political party; the leader 
[preceding word in English] of a major faction within the 
party; and one of the most highly accredited candidates 
for the presidency of the Republic. Today, Mino Marti- 
nazzoli is sitting in his study on Piazza del Gesu [DC 
headquarters} while Oscar Luigi Scalfaro reigns at the 
Quirinale Palace [office of the president of the 
Republic]. Besides Forlani’s career, however, what is 
finished is his empire: the famous “Forlani Empire of of 
the East, with Pesaro—his birthplace—as its capital.” As 
his more malicious enemies within the party say, it was 
an empire built over the years patiently and almost 
scientifically—an empire that was filled with vassals, 
vavasors, and tenants of vavasors; that had the approval 
of the Vatican, Confindustria [General Confederation of 
Italian Industry], the press, and the suites; that was 
solemn, opulent, lavish, and of vast dimensions; and on 
which the sun was never supposed to set. The sun did set, 
however. In fact, some friends in the Forlani faction— 
various of his loyal apostles and quite a few obedient 
proconsuls stationed in various Italian regions—have 
come under, or are coming under, the scrutiny of the 
judiciary. Except for the royal court of another party 
secretary who has left the stage—the court of Bettino 
Craxi—the Forlani people are perhaps the most spied 
upon politicians of all, as a consequence of the unlimited 
political power and unlimited financial resources that 


they enjoyed for so long. 
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Take for example the senator from Bergamo, Severino 
Citaristi, the DC's wealthy treasurer and gray eminence. 
In only a few months, he has acquired the absolute 
record for the number of warnings received by an 
ap ae tage lr andy seo gh 
specific charge: Citaristi has already collected 15. 
Fea alae ale mp iene Fp ie oa 
during the meetings of the DC's National Council, 
seated on Forlani's left at the chairman's desk, always 
flaunting a sanctimonious smile. Today, under accusa- 
tion for extortion, corruption, and violation of the law 
on party financing, he wanders through the rooms of 
Madama Palace [Senate building] with the bemused air 
of a boxer who has been knocked down in a match 
[preceding word in English] or of a traveler who has 
miraculously escaped unscathed from a train wreck. 


Even Enzo Carra, Forlani's former press secretary, seems 
to be a different person—and in fact is a different 
person. With his big white beard and dignified air, this 
man of few words and very few smiles was for years the 
leader's iv..uential factotum, a key figure in the DC's 
nomenkiatura, the most revered spokesman in Monte- 
citorio [Chamber of Deputies building], and the 
respected contact for the higher echelons of the RAI 
[Italian Radio and Television Corporation]. 


Then, last year—at precisely this time of the year—he 
got the urge to rise even higher and took part in the 5 
April elections convinced that he would obtain a com- 
fortable post as senator from Rome. He not only failed to 
win a seat in Parliament but subsequently lost his job at 
DC headquarters and today—after 17 days in San Vit- 
tore prison (from which he emerged with a two-year 
sentence hanging over him for giving false testimony), he 
looks as though he were his own grandfather. Moreover, 
he is no longer a person of any consequence: his sun has 
set. 


Then there is Deputy Gianni Prandini, who lined up 
with Forlani in the late 1970's after having proclaimed 
emphatically, in the Transatlantico [lounger for the 
deputies} bar in the Chamber of Deputies building, that 
“Arnaldo is the only man of honor in a party of scoun- 
drels.” From that time on, he was welcome in the Forlani 
faction where he grew rapidly to giant stature. He 
represented the faction—always with distinction—in his 
own Brescia, at the party's national congresses, and in 
the four different governments of which he was a part. 
That is to say, he got his way everywhere by virtue of his 
artful shrewdness, merciless inflexibility, and perverse 
love of power—the three essential componenis of For- 
lanism. 


There was a time when Prandini was feared, when he was 
called Attila behind his back, and when he was 
regarded—also behind his back—as “Arnaldo’s violent 
arm”; now he, too, is politically someone who is “off” 
[preceding word in English}. After being separated from 
the bountiful teats of the Ministry of Public Works, he 
recently lost his right-hand man Antonio Crespo who 
was hit with several protective custody orders. Now, 
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Prandini himself is embroiled with the judiciary for 
alleged offenses committed in connection with the con- 
struction of an expressway in Venetia. Farewell to 
is over. 

Bu: the inevitable collapse of the Forlani empire of the 
East was also due to the judicial difficulties that sud- 
denly befell certain peripheral proconsuls and Roman 
centurions who had been holding sway undisturbed. 
The first disturbing cracks in the empire appeared some 
days ago in Venetia and in Emilia when the judiciary 
sent a warning to the deputy from Verona Gastone 
Savio, chairman of the Chamber of Deputies Committee 
on Defense, that he was under investigation and also 
delivered a similar warning to a former undersecretary of 
foreign trade, Franco Bonferroni, an influential senator 
from Reggio Emilia. Both men were personages of the 
first rank and dear to Arnaldo's heart, and both are now 
doomed to political extinction. 


Then it was the Marches, Forlani’s birthplace, that 
crumbled. There the judges did not merely “warn” a 
deputy, Giuseppe Fortunato, and the president of the 
regional council, Rodolfo Giampaoli; they also sent two 
more prominent Forlani partisans—Alfio Bassotti, 
former regional secretary of the party, and Franco Fer- 
ranti, former president of the Ancona Chamber of Com- 
merce—to prison on the criminal charge of fraud. 


Then there was the loss of another important bastion: the 
one in Apulia that was under the aegis of the deputy from 
Foggia, Franco Cafarelli, a Forlani supporter who also 
had some affinity for Mario Segni’s referendum advo- 
cates. Cafarelli established a presence during the most 
recent election campaign by virtue of his bizarre dis- 
guises (he customarily appeared on local TV looking like 
a lion, a leopard, or even an elephant). The judges allege 
that this species of Fregoli took several bribes. 


Forlani also lost some followers who had served him as 
centurions in the municipal, provincial, and 
administrations in half of Italy, from Piedmont to Sicily, 
organizing—among other things—the votes of a broad 
DC rank and file in behalf of his faction. One of these 
centurions is Lorenzo Cesa, a member of the Rome 
municipal council—noted for his respectful devotion to 
the former LU secretary, his proven friendship with 
former cabinet minister Prandini, and his great passion 
for public works—who is accused of having long ago 
requested a kickback for assisting a road-building con- 
tractor. Last week this centurion left He bastion of the 
Capitoline Hill in a great hurry; under investigation for 
extortion, he slipped away before the Revenue Guards 
could catch him. 


Bossi Calis For Elections After Referendum 


PM 3003132893 Milan IL GIORNALE in Italian 
25 Mar 93 p 5 


Interview with Northern League Secretary Umberto 
i by Daniele Vimercati in Rome; date not given] 
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[Text] Rome—The gloomy climate in Montecitorio 
[Chamber of Deputies] has affected the Northern League 
leader. Umberto Bossi arrived in the Transatlantico 
[members’ common room] frowning, looking worried, 
while the parliamentary grapevine was spreading news of 
further judicial earthquakes. During a pause in voting, 
he made a quip: “I see strange signs, which tell me of the 
dangers of a coup.” But it was no use asking him 
anything more. Bossi did not answer calls for more 
details, he only let it be understood that the magistracy’s 
blows may strike “ever higher” and so there are some 
people who have had enough, who are thinking of 
solving Italy's political crisis outside the tracks of 
democracy. Hence the idea which will be launched from 
Pontida next Sunday [28 March]: “Elections straight- 
away, immediately after the referendum.” Never mind if 
there are two different electoral systems for the Chamber 
of Deputies and the Senate. 


! Vimercati] And must the Amato government stay until 
the elections? 


[Boss!] No, it must tender its resignation the day after 
the referendum, to allow the president of the republic to 
dissolve the chambers and send the country to the polls 
before the end of June. 


[Vimercati] Why such a hurry? 


[Bossi] Just look around and you will understand why: 
This government is no longer capable of doing anything, 
every day some minister falls like a skittle. The economy 
cannot withstand such a situation. But there is worse. 


[Vimercati] What do you mean? 


[Bossi] This strange atmosphere, these reports coming 
tumbling in, speaking of notices of impending trial being 
served in ever higher places... | fear that sooner or later 
one will be served so hig’ up that it will be impossible to 
prevent a response. | have had confirmation 


a dangerous resp 
of all this and l am wornegy™ 


[Vimercati] What are you doing, resurrecting the widely 
denied report of a notice of impending trial to Spadolini 
[Senate speaker and deputy president of the republic]? 


[Bossi] | have only ever spoken of high authorities. 
Spadolini already called me to tell me that he is not 
involved, and | answered him saying I never mentioned 
him, but a high authority. Without naming any names. 


[Vimercati] If that is a riddle, there can 
four answers. 


be three or 


[Bossi] No point in insisting, I will not say any more. 


[Vimercati] Fine, but you must Explain why, a week ago, 
you were calling on [President] Scalfaro to force a time 
limit on parliament within which to approve the elec- 
toral reform, and now you want elections immediately, 
with the old system for the Chamber of Deputies. 
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[Bossi] There are two reasons: I have already mentioned 
one, and it is that destabilization has crossed the danger 
threshold for democracy. The second is that at this 
juncture we have seen that in this parliament there is no 
agreement over anything; there is no point in hoping for 
an agreement among parties which are politically dead. 
It is better to let the citizens have their say, without 
wasting any more time. 


[Vimercati] With two different electoral laws for the 
Chamber of Deputies and the Senate? 


[Bossi’ Yes, what is wrong with that? Indeed this could 
be an opportunity to have done with this perfect bicam- 
eralism, consisting of two chambers with identical func- 
tions. It would be better to differentiate them; the League 
already has a draft bill ready which paves the way for a 
Senate of the Regions. 


[Vimercati] You say that Amato must go the day after 
the referendum. So what government will lead the 
country to the elections? 


[Bossi] An institutional government, but without any 
tricks: Its only mandate will be to open the ballot boxes. 
We are ready to shoulder our responsibilities before the 
elections, but in an executive confined to this transi- 
tional phase. 


[Vimercati] And after the vote, what are your expecta- 
tions? 


[Bossi] The League aims to become the second party, so 
it will be our turn to deal the cards after bribe city. If, 
after the elections, the second party is the Democratic 
Party of the Left, that postwar hangover from an old- 
style left wing defeated right across Europe, Italy will be 
heading for a cobbled together agreement designed to 
eliminate bribe city while saving whatever can be saved 
of the partyocracy. 


[Vimercati] Will the North’s votes be enough for you to 
come second? 


[Bossi] Perhaps they will, but we are counting on 
achieving consensus in the South as well; we now have 
activists in all Southern regions. Bribe city is everywhere; 
in the whole of Italy people have understood that the old 
parties—all of them, majority . d opposition—set up a 
criminal association, a sort of Mafia power structure to 
rake in public money at the cost of destroying the 
economy. 


[Vimercati] And this coup story? Do you really think 
that anybody can be seriously thinking of one? 


[Bossi] We will see; if I mention it, there must be a 
reason. The climate has become unbreathable; they are 
not going to stand around with their hands in their 


pockets. 


[Vimercati] Who are “they?” 
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[Bossi] Those who do not want to go home, and their 
cronies. There is only one way to calm the country: Hold 
elections. And after that: a new government, a new life. 


Polls Point to Yes Vote in Referendum 


PM 3003135893 Milan IL GIORNALE in Italian 
28 Mar 93 p 6 


{(Unattributed report: “Two out of Three Will Vote 
Vesꝰ] 


[Text] Rome -Almost two Italians out of three have 
already decided to vote ‘yes’ in the electoral referen- 
dum.” That is what emerges from an opinion poll carried 
out on a sample of 1 ,000 people by CIRM [Italian Center 
for Market Research] on behalf of PANORAMA, which 
is to publish resulis in its next edition. Of those 
interviewed, 64 percent answered that they will vote 
“yes” in the referendum, while 13 percent will vote “no” 
(17 percent are undecided, while 6 percent claim not to 
know enough about it). Of those who will vote “yes” in 
the referendum, 49 percent say they prefer a two-round 
uninominal system for the Italian parliament, 33 percent 
are in favor of a straight uninominal system, and 18 
percent are in favor a uninominal system with partial 
proportional adjustment. 


L’ESPRESSO, on the other hand, asked 154 parliamen- 
tarians: “To whom will the head of state give the 
mandate to form the next government?” The majority 
(51) pointed to current Chamber of Deputies speaker 
Giorgio Napolitano as the “most likely successor.” It 
emerged from the poll that Senate Speaker Spadolini 
“has less of a chance; of those interviewed, only 36 
named him as future prime minister.’ Many (25), on the 
other hand, gave the name of former IRI [Institute for 
the Reconstruction of Industry] Chairman Romano 
Prodi. 


Security Chief on Risk of Terrorist Attacks at Air 


PM2603124093 Milan IL GIORNALE in Italian 
25 Mar 93 p 13 


[“G.Mu.” report: “SISMI [Military Intelligence and 
Security Service]: Fear of Attacks on Falconara Air 
Base”’} 


[Text] Rome—A fresh threat from the former Yugo- 
slavia. There is a danger of attack by terrorists from the 
former federation. This was revealed by SISMI [Military 
Intelligence and Security Service] Director Cesare Pucci. 
Addressing the parliamentary committee on information 
and security services, the military 007 chief dwelt at 
length on the danger of the resurgence of Slav terrorism. 
In particular, Pucci stressed ine possible threat of 
reprisals against Italy by Serbs (but he did not rule out 
action by Croats and Muslims either) on account of our 
government's policy. In fact it was decided, a few weeks 
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ago, that for security reasons the humanitarian airlift to 
Sarajevo would take off from Falconara Air Base in the 
Marche region. 


The Serbs might have an interest in interrupting the flow 
of aid aimed among others at the Muslims holed up in 
the Bosnian capital. The Muslims, in turn, might decide 
on reprisals with the aid of Islamic fundamentalists if the 
international community (and thus Italy) fails to adopt a 
given policy toward Belgrade. Finally, the Croats might 
also be tempted to carry out terrorist actions if the 
United Nations fails to decide to enforce the plan which 
provides for restitution of the territories occupied by the 
Serbs to the Croatian authorities. 


This would not ve the first time that Italy ends up in the 
sights of the factions fighting in the former Yugoslavia. 
During the first phase of the conflict, an Italian Air Force 
helicopter flying the EEC flag was shot down by Bel- 
grade’s MiG’s. More recently, a C-130 making for Sara- 
jevo was shot down with a rocket launcher, probably by 
Croatian soldiers. All its crew members (four Italians 
and a Frenchman) died. 


Meanwhile, the great dance of rumors concerning the 
new secretary of the secret services executive committee 
[CESIS—Executive Committee for the Intelligence and 
Security Services], the civil and military intelligence 
coordination structure, has begun. Following the transfer 
of Ambassador Paolo Fulci to the United Nations, the 
names of probable candidates are being circulated; 
tomorrow the cabinet will choose the new CESIS secre- 
tary from among them. The favorite seems to be General 
Tavormina, the number one at the DIA (Antimafia 
Investigation Bureau). But apparently the possible can- 
didates also include Police Chief Vincenzo Parisi and 
former Antimafia High Commissioner Domenico Sica, 


currently prefect of Bologna. 


Defense Minister Outlines New Defense Model 


PM3103114093 Rome AVANTI! in Italian 
26 Mar 93 p 7 


[Francesco Ghidetti report: ““Ando: ‘New Defense Model 
Soonꝰ)] 


[Text] After Canada, we are the country contributing to 
the greatest number of operations directly or indirectly 
linked to UN resolutions. And this is despite the fact that 
the Italian Armed Forces are close to collapse. In the new 
defense model outlined by Minister Salvo Ando, which 
will be presented in the final program on 30 April, there 
are several changes which will affect all sectors of 
defense: from compulsory military service to the arma- 
ments industry. “The budget,” Ando explained in a 
letter to the Chamber of Deputies and Senate Defense 
Commissions on the new defense model, “should rise 
from 18,183 billion lire [L] in 1993 to L21,100 billion in 
2003, with a L300 billion annual increase.” There will be 
substantial cuts in military and civilian personnel: The 
Armed Forces will consist of 230,000 to 250,000 men, 
compared to 360,000 in 1992. They will be split into 


ITALY & VATICAN CITY 37 


105,000 officers and noncommissioned officers, 60,000 
to 75,000 volunteers, and 60,000 to 70,000 conscripts. 
Ando considers it a priority to review compulsory mili- 
tary service, civilian service, and voluntary service, as 
well as women’s voluntary service. In short, the Defense 
Ministry has put together a smaller, more flexible, and 
more efficient military tool. The Army will be cut by 36 
percent, the Navy and the Air Force by 20 percent [each]. 


“At the present moment,” Ando said, “the ground forces 
show a lack of quality which influences their ability to 
operate efficiently.” So the Army will have to be 
equipped with command, control, and communications 
systems, new tanks, new tracked vehicles, new aircraft 
for light aviation, and different artillery and antiaircraft 
defense systems. The Navy will have to increase its 
supply ships to three, and to purchase 18 Sea Harrier 
aircraft and a second ship like the cruiser Garibaldi. It 
will also be necessary to replace existing helicopters with 
new generation machines, and new missile defense sys- 
tems. The logistical and territorial division will be reor- 
ganized: Several munitions and explosives dumps will be 
eliminated. 


New Intelligence, Antimafia Chiefs Appointed 


PM3103130493 Milan IL GIORNALE in Italian 
27 Mar 93 p 10 


{Andrea Pucci report: “General Tavormina Heads Exec- 
utive Committee for the Intelligence and Security Ser- 
vices, De Gennaro to Antimafia Investigation Bureau“] 


[Text] Rome—The territorial control structure of the 
Finance Police, and the heads of the Executive Com- 
mittee for the Intelligence and Security Services [CESIS] 
and the Antimafia Investigation Bureau [DIA] are to 
change. With three different measures, the cabinet 
approved the draft bill on the reform of the Finance 
Police and the appointment of the Executive Committee 
for the Intelligence and Security Services’ new secretary. 
As IL GIORNALE predicted, Carabinieri General 
Giuseppe Tavormina will take over the reins of the 
Military Intelligence and Security Service [SISM!] and 
Democratic Intelligence and Security Service [SISDEj 
coordination body, and questore [senior police official] 
Gianni De Gennaro will take over from him at the DIA. 


Finance Police [subhead] 


After the reform of the Carabinieri, we now have this 
reform of the Finance Police. Last week the government 
gave the go-ahead to the presidential decree to publish 
the order redefining the number of territorial headquar- 
ters and divisions of the Finance Police. This measure 
was made necessary, among other things, by the decision 
to set up a new area headquarters, a regional excise and 
revenue police squad, and a central air and naval detach- 
ment in Sardinia as soon as possible, in view of the 
increase in the number of tax evaders and trafficking by 
organized crime. The picture was completed yesterday 
with the approval of the draft bill redrawing the map of 
the Finance Police. What is to change? Currently the 
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Finance Police’s command structure consists, at the top, 
of the general headquarters, whose branches are the area 
and Legion headquarters, and of group headquarters at 
regional level. Under the new measures, whose aim is to 
make operational performance more streamlined and 
functional, regional and provincial headquarters, with 
special units, technical and logistical support, and spe- 
cial investigation units, will come under the authority of 
General Headquarters. The intermediate level is thus 
strengthened, with some slight modifications to the law 
setting up the Corps. “The measure taken as whole,” we 
read in the decree law draft, “does not involve any 
burden on the state coffers since it does not require any 
increase in the Corps’ current funding.” 


CESIS—DIA [subhead] 


Everything went as predicted. Ambassador Paolo Fulci, 
appointed to represent Italy at the United Nations in 
New York, has been replaced at the head of the CESIS by 
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General Giuseppe Tavormina. In order to proceed with 
the nomination put forward by the Interministerial Secu- 
rity Committee, the cabinet first conferred the rank of 
secretary general on the high-ranking Carabinieri officer. 
Thus Tavormina, the 007’s new coordinator, relin- 
quishes the reins of the Antimafia Investigation Bureau. 
He is replaced by his deputy, one of the brightest 
investigators, Gianni De Gennaro. The appointment 
decree was signed by Interior Minister Nicola Mancino. 
De Gennaro’s right-hand man will be Carabinieri Gen- 
eral Giovanni Rossetti. 


Another problem solved in the State’s frontline struc- 
tures in the fight against crime concerns the running of 
the Police Central Operative Service. With the departure 
of Achille Serra (appointed questore in Milan), the post 
has been given to Nicola Simone, who headed Interpol 
for a long time and was wounded by the Red Brigades in 
the years of violence (Enzo Portaccio has been appointed 
head of Interpol). 
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Italy’s Ando Visits, Cited on World Crises 
PM2903 113593 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS in 
Portuguese 20 Mar 93 p 4 


{(Unattributed report: “Nogueira and Ando Discuss 
Defense”’] 


{Excerpt} The Atlantic alliance and international defense 
issues were the central topics of the meeting held yes- 
terday [19 March] between the defense ministers of 
Portugal—Fernando Nogueira—and Italy—Salvo Ando. 


During the meeting, which lasted over an hour, the 
intensification of relations between the two countries in 
the defense sphere was also broached. 

Salvo Ando arrived in Lisbon on Thursday [18 March] 
morning for a two-day visit to Portugal at his counter- 
part’s invitation. 

After being received by Fernando Nogueira, the Italian 
Defense Minister visited the Continental Naval Com- 
mand and, later, the Commando Regiment in Amadora. 


Defense Minister Salvo Ando did not conceal the enor- 
mous worry which the countless ethnic and religious 
conflicts, exacerbated particularly by the recent acts of 
violence and attacks by fundamentalist groups, represent 
for Italy and for Europe. 


In the Italian defense minister’s opinion, in statements 
to the DIARIO DE NOTICIAS correspondent in Rome, 
the violence is no longer confined to the Mediterranean 
area but “is moving toward the most untouchable” of 
countries—the United States. 


According to the Italian defense minister, relations with 
Portugal are excellent. Thus his visit’s aim is to broach 
each of the countries’ security problems and see how the 
Community's role in world crises can be made more 
effective. 


According to Minister Salvo Ando, Europe is threatened 
by many crisis situations, while in the regions in which 
military conflicts are taking place—such as the former 
Yugoslavia—there is a constant danger of intervention. 


Cooperation with Mozambique 


He added that the manifestation of the fundamentalist 
culture is turning political conflicts into religious con- 
flicts. Salvo Ando maintained that Bosnia is a clear case, 
where a Muslim minority has been the object of political 
and ethnic violence. Salvo Ando believes that the inter- 
national community, and Europe in particular, must 
succeed in bringing the conflict under control, or funda- 
mentalist groups will have their lives made easier. 


As far as cooperation with Mozambique is concerned, 
the Italian minister stated that the Senate has now 
approved the decree law authorizing the sending of 
troops to guarantee security, and that the funding should 
be shared. [passage omitted] 
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Trade, Industry Minister Doubts GATT Accord 
This Year 


LD2503231993 Lisbon Radio Renascenca in Portuguese 
to Europe 2200 GMT 25 Mar 93 


[Text] Trade and Industry Minister Faria de Oliveira 
spoke today [25 March] in a debate in Matosinhos to 
which he was invited in a bid to shed light on the 
intricacies of the GATT negotiations. He also spoke to 
our reporter Pedro Mesquita: 


[Mesquita] Faria de Oliveira was somewhat skeptical 
over the GATT negotiations, saying that he finds it hard 
to envision an agreement being struck before year’s end. 
The Clinton administration has not yet clearly defined 
its stand in negotiating terms. 


[Begin recording] [de Oliveira] We have yet to know the 
U.S. stand on fundamental areas such as access to 
markets, and services. These are two areas of great 
importance to the EC and we do not know if the 
flexibility they require will be shown by the United 
States. 


{Mesquita] Will there be a trade war? 


{de Oliveira] I do not think anyone wants such a war. 
Protectionism has never furthered economic develop- 
ment. On the contrary, it always comes about in periods 
of heavy recession and worsens that recession. [end 
recording] 


At a dinner-debate at EXPONOR on the effects of 
GATT on the Portuguese economy, Minister Faria de 
Oliveira said that the GATT agreement will condition 
our access to markets and advocated a transition period 
for textiles and clearly defined norms. 


Cavaco Silva Announces Support for Small, 
Medium Firms 


LD2403151593 Lisbon Radio Renascenca in Portuguese 
to Europe 1130 GMT 24 Mar 93 


[Text] This morning at Exponor in Matosinhos the 
prime minister announced credit lines worth 270 million 
contos [1 conto equals 1,000 escudos] to support small 
and medium enterprises with a special emphasis on the 
export sector. Raul Santos reports: 


{Santos} Cavaco Silva has just announced 10 support 
measures especially aimed at the PME’s—small and 
medium enterprises—and which will be reflected in 
incentives for exports and the diversification of markets. 
There will be credit lines worth 270 million contos, 
guaranteed by the state and opened and managed by the 
banks, to enable the PME’s to find new markets or 
nontraditional markets. The credit lines will be available 
within the next six months. They are aimed at countries 
such as the Maghreb states, the Czech Republic, Hun- 
gary, some South American countries, China, and Iran. 


Cavaco Silva also announced subsidized credits for 
specific investments in the Maghreb region and credit 
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lines for commercial investments in eastern Europe, 
the Czech Republic and Hungary, in the latter 
case a credit line worth 2 million contos. 


The measures go further and even include image aspects. 
There will be a new campaign to raise Portugal’s image 
in Spain. The ICEP, the Institute of External Trade, has 
an extra half a million contos for this. There will also be 
a promotion of business missions to the target countries 
in this diversification of markets package. There will also 
be a promotion of Portuguese products in Japan and in 
the United States, and there will be support for business 
links with Portuguese communities abroad. 


There are also more specific measures, for example, 
support for shoe manufacturers who exported to the 
former Soviet Union. A number of shoe companies in 
northern Portugal worked almost exclusively for the 
former Soviet Union and have suffered since the 19 
August coup which deposed Gorbachev. Another spe- 
cific measure is one aimed at financial support for export 
companies especially affected by the instability in the 
European monetary exchange system. Exactly which 
companies will be covered was not specified by Cavaco 
Silva. It is known that 15 million contos will be available 
for this purpose, with 3 million coming directly from the 
Treasury and 12 million to be provided by creditors of 
the companies affected by the instability. 


The final note of his speech was on incentives for major 
investments. Anyone wanting to make major invest- 
ments now enjoys an advantage. They can now resort to 
the special incentives system with a limit of 5 million 
contos, not 2 million, as was the case previously. 
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eases Criticizes Government’s Armed Forces 


LD2603234593 Lisbon RDP Antena | Radio Network 
in Portuguese 2300 GMT 26 Mar 93 


[Text] The Armed Forces must be on a state of perma- 
nent readiness: This was the message conveyed by Pres- 
ident Mario Soares in the opening address of the 
national congress of defense auditors. Mario Soares 
criticized the government for trying to save money on 
the Armed Forces’ budget: 


[Begin Soares recording] There is no foreseeable external 
enemy, no foreseeable war, so we can cut the Armed 
Forces’ budget, because the Armed Forces are of no 
immediate interest. | believe this reasoning reflects a 
shortsighted outlook. And I believe it to be a short- 
sighted outlook, and I say it very sincerely—and in fact 
I have been saying it for a long time—because, and I wish 
I was wrong, we shall in the very near future need to call 
on our Armed Forces. Indeed, we are already doing so. 
We shall need to call on them because we shall have to 
send peacekeeping troops on humanitarian missions to 
Africa. But we shall also have to send them to Europe, to 
the European context—we are already being asked—to 
Yugoslavia and elsewhere. And we cannot keep out of 
this process, because if we keep out, how can we make 
our voice heard, how can we assert our rights in the 
European context, our European outlook, our own effec- 
tive, original, and characteristic foreign policy? [end 
recording] 


Mario Soares was speaking this evening = March] in 
Coimbra at the national congress of defense auditors 
which is devoted to the topic of European integration 
and Portugal’s defense and security. 
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* PSOE Parliamentary Group Spokesman 
Interviewed 

93ES0508A Madrid TIEMPO in Spanish 15 Mar 93 
pp 25-28 


[Interview with Socialist parliamentary group 
spokesman Eduardo Martin Toval by Ana de Benavides; 
place and date not given: “The Times Will Not Be Good 
for the PSOE”’] 


[Text] Eduardo Martin Toval, spokesman for the 
Socialist parliamentary group since 1985, is willing to 
remain on the job during the next legislative session, if the 
party decides to keep him there. At age 50, this man, who 
is half Andalusian and half Catalonian, and whose family 
has already been touched by the corruption allegations, is 
firmly convinced that the criminal proceedings that have 
a in these cases “must be resolved as soon as possi- 
e.” 


[Benavides] Do you agree that Felipe Gonzalez no longer 
has any convincing force? 


[Martin Toval] That is not true. He has convincing force 
when he proposes specific alternatives for today’s prob- 
lems. Evidence of that can be found in last week's 
debate, when it became patently clear that the funda- 
mental alternatives come from the government, and 
perhaps from a minority group in the opposition, 
whether or not they are acceptable. Mr. Aznar, however, 
made a speech that was very carefully crafted in terms of 
form and image, but it was absolutely devoid of content. 


[Benavides] But I was not talking about Aznar. 


{Martin Toval] I was. In this country, the fundamental 
problem in politics is to look at who has ideas and 
substance to offer and who does not. I am referring to the 
Spanish Socialist Workers Party (PSOE) and the Peo- 
ple’s Party (PP). The People’s Party is all bluster; it is 
incapable of really dealing with problems. It merely tries 
to use images to cloak something that does not exist, that 
has no substance. The PP has very few ideas, and the few 
that can be discerned in its rhetoric merely propel the 
country backwards. 


[Benavides] You cannot deny, however, that the PSOE’s 
message no longer inspires hope. 


[Martin Toval] Hope is a relative concept. It is clear that 
neither Felipe Gonzalez nor the Socialist Party claims to 
have the same enthusiastic support they enjoyed in 1982. 
At that time there was an explosion of support by the 
people because of the security and stability offered by the 
PSOE; it was a vote of hope. In the next elections, it will 
be more a vote of conviction, the result of assessing the 
different parties’ abilities to solve problems. 


[Benavides] Is it possible that the PSOE will lose votes as 
a result of this situation? 


[Martin Toval] Or it could win more. It depends on how 
the citizens assess the proposals to solve the country's 
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ills. It will lose votes to the extent that it is unable to 
govern, and it will keep them to the extent that it is 
indeed able to govern. I think, however, that in the next 
elections the Socialist Party can reasonably expect to win 
enough support to govern. 


[Benavides] By itself? 


[Martin Toval] I would say that in the implementation of 
Our program and our alternatives, we have never been 
entirely on our own, even when we had 202 deputy seats. 
Even when we were considered a “steamroller,” we have 
always tried to reflect the views of other political forces 
in our proposals. Politics is not so simplistic that if you 
have an absolute majority you can expect to govern on 
your own. At any rate, the question of ad hoc coalitions 
is not on the agenda today. 


[Benavides] And what if the election results put it on the 
agenda? 


{Martin Toval] Then we will have to take a look at it. 


{Benavides} Tell me about the 3 million undecided 
voters. 


(Martin Toval] Those 3 million people, it they exist, will 
sort things out as they reflect on the alternatives that are 
proposed; they will not be swayed by images of well- 
staged conventions, with lots of applause, smiles, and 
hugs. It is very easy to hire a claque to applaud or stomp 
their feet. 


[Benavides] Are you referring to the People’s Party? 


{Martin Toval] That is what the PP has been doing since 
1989. I think it is fine, because in the final analysis, that 
is one way of being in parliament. But that does not take 
away the fact that claques are brought in to do their job 
when the party leader is not sure that the convention will 
come off successfully. 


[Benavides] Will Alfonso Guerra be the coordinator of 
the election campaign or not? 


{Martin Toval] The party will decide that when the 
elections are called. So far the campaigns Guerra has 
managed have turned out well. Therefore, we ourselves 
have nothing against his being coordinator of the next 
one. At any rate, coordination is not a key element that 
is fundamental to an election program. 


[Benavides] Does A'fonso Guerra still have a role to play 
in the PSOE? 


[Martin Toval} He is vice general secretary, and he is 
fulfilling that role. 


{Benavides} What about his future role? 


[Martin Toval] We shall see. In my opinion, he is a 
leader with unquestionable experience, and he has a lot 
to contribute. But the next congress of the Socialist Party 
will decide that matter. 
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[Benavides] There are members of the PSOE who do not 
see it that way. I am referring to Elena Vazquez, who says 
that “Guerra means nothing now, and when I say 
nothing, I mean nothing.” 


[Martin Toval] Everyone has a right to express their 
opinion, especially party members. But I would say that 
this is just sniping, nothing else. These statements do not 
reflect widely accepted opinions in the PSOE. 
[Benavides] Is the fact that there <-2 battles to the death 
between “Guerrists” and “Felipists” within the party 
also a consideration? 

(Martin Toval] That does not exist; that type of specu- 
lation has no basis in fact. I will give you an example: 
This morning I was given a newspaper article that says 
that Hernandez Molto commented that I will insist on 


[Benavides] So you will not fight for the presidency of 
the group? Would you not like to remain in the post? 


[Martin Toval] What do I know! I recognize that it is a 
job I like doing and I do not get tired of it, but I also 


economy has made a major leap forward, and as a result, 
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[Benavides] I get the impression from what you say that 
time is not working to the advantage of the PSOE, and 
that the economy will not improve in time for the 
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charges. As I said, we have the tools and the crimes 
defined in the Penal Code so that those rulings can be 
made. 


[Benavides] Why do you avoid going into the probiem in 
depth? 


{Martin Toval] I want to make use of those tools because 
I want to get away, not to evade the issue, but to get away 
from the problem of generalization, which is too easy to 
fall into. | myself have gotten into that. I know what | 
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have and what I had before, and I have both more and 
less now. That generalization can smear a lot of people if 
we all give the impression that one bad apple can make 
the apple tree seem rotten. 

{Benavides} It is said that the first corruption trials will 
take place before the summer. Could that be a handicap 
to the PSOE at the polls? 


{Martin Toval] I do not know. I cannot judge how the 
citizens will regard this. But I am convinced that if there 
are criminal charges of corruption, they should be 
cleared up as soon as possible. 


[Benavides] Do you agree with Felipe Gonzalez when he 
SayS, in private, that he is a professional politician and 
Alfonso Guerra is a sentimentalist? 
{Martin Toval] I think there are very few Socialists who 
are professional politicians. In a democracy we have to 
⏑— —⏑ b b Ge ome an fe 
Socialists have—that it is a temporary situation, a result 
of our beliefs about the need to represent the general 
interests as a function of certain ideas. That is my 
attitude, and because of that, to paraphrase Gonzalez, 
we are willing to keep going or to drop it—it is not a 
profession. Politics is not a way of life or a means of 
making a living; you have to make an effort to devote 
yourself to it. 


People’s Party Chairman Aznar on Censure 


— Madrid ABC in Spanish 22 Mar 93 
P 


(EFE report: “Aznar Accuses Spanish Socialist Workers 
Party of Using State’s Resources Against Judges, Press, 
and Opposition”)] 

[Text] Madrid—People’s Party National Chairman Jose 
Maria Aznar, who is currently recovering satisfactorily 
from a hernia operation which he underwent | 1 March, 
has addressed the main national issues in the course of 
an interview. Aznar harshly criticized the strike law, did 
not rule out a censure motion against Felipe Gonzalez 
before the end of the parliamentary term, and rejected 
talk of unlimited rehabilitation for terrorists. 


As the People’s Party national chairman and the party's 
candidate for the premiership, Jose Maria Aznar did not 
hesitate to accuse the Socialist government of trying to 
“intimidate Spanish society,” and asserted that “in 
trying to block hope with fear” and with threats against 
judges, the news media, social groups, and the PSOE 
[Spanish Socialist Workers Party] is “debasing” the 
country. 


In this connection, the opposition leader emphasized 
that the Socialists wish to “instill fear from the financial 
authorities to pensioners,” and questioned whether the 
PSOE will leave power when the People’s Party wins in 
the next election. 
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Against Opposition 


“The state’s resources are being used against the oppo- 
sition,” Aznar charged in the interview: “When it is said 
that the judges should be controlled politically, this is not 
a mistake; it is a threat. What is serious is not saying it 
but considering it and being prepared to do it.” And he 
added: “The judges are being threatened, the news media 
are being threatened with the regulation of the offense of 
defamation or with financial pressures, and social groups 
are being disparaged.” In the People’s Party chairman's 
opinion, “the country is being debased by this means.” 
Asked about the possibility of submitting a censure 
motion, Jose Maria Aznar did not rule it out, and said 
ironically that “for the present, | must recuperate, and | 
still have to talk about that.” The opposition leader 
rejected the PSOE’s recent criticisms, in which the 
People’s Party was identified with the CEOE [Spanish 
Confederation of Employers Organizations} and Aznar 
with [CEOE Chairman] Jose Maria Cuevas, criticisms 
which he described as “childishness.” 


With respect to the strike bill, Aznar asserted that “it is 
quite difficult to explain the spectacle of chopping and 
changing which the government has presented. In a 
country with 3 million unemployed, which ranks second 
in terms of working hours lost, that bill will not help 
stability in social relations, nor will it be useful for 
Spanish society.” In this connection, he added that “the 
government has defended its electoral interest, but, 
above all, it has lied and deceived a very large section of 
Spanish society.” 


Asked whether he is afraid that his party—the People’s 
Party—will have to “pick up the tab” for the current 
economic crisis if it comes to power, he warned that “it 
will be necessary to take stock of what is left.” “[Minister 
of the Economy and Finance] Carlos Solchaga,” Aznar 
said, “has stated that with Spain's level of debt-—-almost 
48 percent of GDP—fiscal policy has been nullified for 
the next 10 years.” “I wonder,” he emphasized, “if we all 
realize the enormity of what that means.” “If that is 
true,” he added, “we could say: ‘Listen, the fact is that 
you have ridden roughshod over the country.” 


Delving into the economic situation, the People’s Party 
national chairman stated that “we will have to manage 
an extremely difficult situation, although I proceed from 
the conviction that not even the Socialists can ruin 
Spain,” while forecasting “a severe judgment by the 
Spanish people” on the Socialists. 


Jose Maria Aznar commented on the social pact to 
extricate Spain from the economic crisis, and asked: 
“Who in Spanish society trusts Gonzalez today? Is it 
possible to give credence to somebody who has deceived 
so much?” “In this society,” he added, ““Mr. Gonzalez ts 
not trustworthy.” 


In this same connection, Jose Maria Aznar stressed: “In 
a country with over 3 million unemployed, to falsely 
raise the problem of Spain's unity, and even to go so far 











Aznar, who showed his confidence that the Spanish 
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prisoners from the ETA 


ercor massacre.” Aznar specified that “rehabilitation 
must not be a big-store bargain sale. It cannot be kept 
open permanently, nor can there be tal« of it on an 


0m. STE cena: She conten of the Sas maend oe 
French legislative elections, the People’s Party leader 
made it clear that he “would not like Spain to be left as 
the remains of failed European socialism.” Comparing 


the situations in the two countries, Aznar maintained 
that in Spain the PSOE “is in a panic at the possibility of 
power.” 
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New Federal Councillor Dreifuss Interviewed 


93EN0276A Geneva JOURNAL DE GENEVE in 
French 19 Mar 93 p 2 


{Interview with Ruth Dreifuss, federal councillor, by 
Marie-Jeanne Krill, with the assistance of Jean-Marc 
Crevoisier and Pascal Praplan; place and date not given: 
“This is Christiane Brunner’s Victory”’] 

[Text] An old house in the Kirchenfeld district of Bern. A 
blond young woman opens the door. “This is my niece. I 
called her to the rescue to take care of the secretarial work 
for a few days. She screens the telephone calls and answers 
the mail,” Ruth Dreifuss explains. Not exactly a restful 
occupation. A week after the election, turmoil still reigns 
in the new federal councillor’s little apartment. The 
telephone rings constantly; reporters seeking interviews 
come and go at a frenzied pace. Nevertheless, smiling and 
calm as usual, Ruth Dreifuss speaks of her plans, of 
Geneva, the city of her youth, and of notions such as power 
and collegiality. 


[JOURNAL DE GENEVE] How has this first week as a 
federal councillor been for you? What is it like to go from 
the status of a dedicated trade unionist to that of a 
member of government? This must be unique experi- 
ence. 


[Dreifuss] First of all, it is not at all a unique experience. 
I have many trade unionist friends who have found 
themselves catapulted to minister from one day to the 
next. It is unusual for Switzerland, but it is also to be 
expected, because trade unionism is a reservoir of people 
who have political skills. In that respect, I do not feel in 
the least as if I had been catapulted into some unfamiliar 
world. This is not a question of another world—just 
another job. 


[JOURNAL DE GENEVE] Are you anxious to get 
started? 


[Dreifuss] Yes, very. A few hours after the election, apart 
from my concern about handing over my duties at the 
Swiss Trade Union in good order, all I could think of was 
rolling up my sleeves and getting down to work. 


[JOURNAL DE GENEVE] What is your relationship 
with pow ~*? Do you like power? 


[Dreifuss] That is a difficult question, because the oblig- 
atory answer is “no.” However, I think I can say that I 
really do not like power. I do not like its attributes and 
privileges. And power is agonizing, to the extent that it is 
exercised over people. On the other hand, I enjoyed the 
influence—the possibility of getting things done—that I 
had, say, at the Swiss Trade Union. I hope I will have as 
much influence as federal councillor. 


[JOURNAL DE GENEVE] Do women exercise power 
differently? 


[Dreifuss] Women in power, Mrs. Thatcher being the 
leading example, have shown that they could exercise 
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power just as resolutely as men. However, women may 
have a slightly worse conscience about power and a 
slightly greater fear of its ability to corrupt. This is a 
result of how we are socialized, of our particular way of 
growing up. 


[JOURNAL DE GENEVE] There has been a lot of talk, 
in circles close to Christiane Brunner, of the new style 
that you would bring to the Federal Council. You have 
been seen with Bruno Manser. Are you going to partici- 
pate in the Trade Union demonstration on 27 March? 


[Dreifuss] Of course I am going to participate. As for the 
new style, it will be evident in actual practice. There are 
people whom I admire who have held high office, who 
were at once the president of a country and the leader of 
the opposition. I am thinking of Father Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide and Vaclav Havel. I have a hard time seeing 
myself in this dual role. I do not like ambiguities. My 
new style will certainly not be to disassociate myself 
from the Federal Council and try to appear close to the 
people at all costs. I hate populism and promises. 


But I am convinced that politics cannot work unless the 
parties, the trade unions, and the associations work. We 
also need people like Bruno Manser to tell us that the 
tropical forest is in danger. Even if 1 cannot count myself 
among the leaders of these movements, they have my 


[JOURNAL DE GENEVE] What about your respect for 
collegiality within the Federal Council? 


[Dreifuss}] When you are part of a group, I believe that 
you must accept the group's decisions, even if you, 
personally, consider them foolish. The principle of col- 
legiality is not specific to the Federal Council. It exists in 
any group in which there are differing opinions despite 
common objectives. In the trade union context, I have 
often defended to the death a position that was not 
necessarily mine to begin with but was the result of a 
collective decision process. This has never been a 
problem for me. 


I can give you another example that dates back to the late 
sixties. During a turbulent student meeting in which I 
was participating, a fellow student, Charles Magnin, 
spoke out against occupying the administration building. 
Finding himself in the minority, he did not jet his own 
feelings prevent him from later haranguing passersby 
from the top of a ladder on the reasons for the occupa- 
tion. 


[JOURNAL DE GENEVE] Are you a woman of com- 
promise? 


[Dreifuss] You know, I do not need to look like a saint. 
I am quite willing to accept compromises, even if | may 
look as sorry or as gray as the others. I have no need to 
stand out like a spot of color against a dull stone wall. I 
could care less. 


[JOURNAL DE GENEVE] You are still said to be 
stubborn. 
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[Dreifuss} My stubbornness is entirely consistent with 
what I have just told you. What I am interested in is not 
the spot of color, but the drops of water that finaily eat 
away the rock. 


[JOURNAL DE GENEVE] Is the rock likely to be hard? 


[Dreifuss] You know our § .s rock. Ii is full of little 
veins. It is never all that hom. geneous. There is always a 
place where the drop of water finally works its way 
through. The Federal Council is not a block of granite. 


[JOURNAL DE GENEVE] What about the future of the 
magic formula? How do you see it? 


[Dreifuss] I do not like the expression magic formula. It 
is, in fact, nothing other than the basis of the 1959 
apportionment. It is not bad, but it is not sacred or 
immutable, either. With the emergence of the small 
parties, one could very weil imagine including, say, the 
ecologists. The problem with the magic formula is to 
have a government that can lay the political groundwork 
for choices that somewhat anticipate the parliamentary 
debates. The Federal Council needs to be a few steps 


[JOURNAL DE GENEVE] Shouldn't it also agree on a 
true governmental program? 


[Dreifuss] It is difficult to transform a consensus govern- 
ment into a coalition government. The Federal Council 
is much more diverse than the coalition governments 
with which we are familiar in other countries. In addi- 
tion, in this country, agendas are continually being upset 
by popular referendums, which are likely to be pro- 
foundly at odds with a governmental program. 


That is why I what I have in mind is less a governmental 
program than a basic consensus—what | call a social 
contract. It would be a question of reaching an agree- 
ment on our society's objectives. More specifically, one 
could imagine a basic consensus on foreign and Euro- 
pean policy, on social policy, on the state’s role in the 
economy. 


[JOURNAL DE GENEVE] Do you consider yourself 
Genevan? 


I am actually from two cantons, Aargau and Geneva— 
primarily Aargau, not because I have lived there, but 
because of my family history. The village I come from is 
the only one where Jews have been allowed to live since 
the 17th century. I am also Genevan, because Geneva 
has given me everything and because it is the only city I 
know so intimately. Geneva is where I met my first love, 
— 


The city has given me many things, thanks to its special 
qualities, its physical beauty, its tolerance, and its tradi- 
tion of Rousseau. The man who called himself a citizen 
of Geneva left Geneva when he was a teenager—younger 
than I was—and never came back. To the extent that 
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Rousseau considered himself a citizen of Geneva, I 
believe that I can do the same. 


[JOURNAL DE GENEVE] You will be representing 
Geneva on the Federal Council. What will you do for this 
canton? 


[Dreifuss}] Geneva is a very far-flung canton, a very long 
way from Bern. The entire campaign surrounding Chris- 
tiane Brunner’s candidacy was something very positive 
for me, because it showed that the people of Geneva 
wanted to close the gap with Switzerland and Bern. For 
my part, I plan to try to continue to strengthen these ties 
by going to Geneva as often as possible and by meeting 
in Bern with the Genevan authorities. | would like 
Genevans to be able to find a very receptive ear in Bern. 
On the other hand, I am not going to be Geneva's 
representative or ambassador to the Federal Council. I 
will be a representative of French-speaking Switzerland 
and a representative of working-class men and women. 


{JOURNAL DE GENEVE] Do you plan to fight to 
ensure that Geneva maintains its international role? 


[Dreifuss} Yes, of course. Switzerland as a whole needs 
to go all out to ensure that Geneva keeps that roie— 
which also means showing a little generosity. 


[JOURNAL DE GENEVE] What about taking another 
look at the question of Swiss membership in the Uniied 
Nations? 


[Dreifuss] This is an open wound that should be closed 
swiftly. The world does not need a country that sets itself 
apart, an innkeeper for international conferences. We 
need to come out of isolation and participate actively in 
the efforts of the United Nations. It is possible to be 
Genevan and Swiss, Swiss and European, European and 
a member of the United Nations. There is no contradic- 
tion among these various identities—on the contrary. 


[JOURNAL DE GENEVE] You are taking over a mam- 
moth department. Are you going to focus on national 
insurance programs at the expense of everything else? 


[Dreifuss}] No, because a lot has already been done in 
that area. I am thinking in particular of health insurance 
and AVS [expansion unknown). 


[JOURNAL DE GENEVE] Are you going to continue to 
oppose retirement at 64 for women? 


{Dreifuss} | will defend my opinion within the Federal 
Council. If the judgment goes against me, I will bend to 
the collegial decision. What I would very much regret 
would be having to wait any longer for this review, which 
has made it possible to close the distance on issues such 
as pensions that are not linked to marital status and 
bonus points for educative or assistance work. 


[JOURNAL DE GENEVE] Wouldn't it be possible to 
separate these issues from that of retirement age? 
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[Dreifuss] | will raise that question in the Federal 
Council before the debates in the Council of States. 
[JOURNAL DE GENEVE] You are also responsible for 


higher education. Would you have closed the School of 
Architecture in Geneva? 


[Dreifuss] | am very familiar with the School of Archi- 
tecture in Geneva. Its teaching tradition was always very 
different from that of the school in Lausanne. Neverthe- 
less, I think that today we need to emphasize coordina- 
tion. It is hard for me to say anything more ri J ye 
Higher education is one of the first areas I will 

and I plan to meet with Mr. — tho ousetaey ot 
state for science and research, very quickly. 


[JOURNAL DE GENEVE] Do you agree with Flavio 
Cetti’s policy on the war on drugs? 
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[Dreifuss] Yes. I would go even further, to the extent that 
I favor expanding the medically supervised distribution 
of heroin. But do not get me wrong. I am not talking 
about distributing it in the supermarkets but about 
fighting the scourge while maintaining contact with the 
addicts. There is no panacea in this area. However, I am 
convinced that the only attitude that will work is one of 
tolerance, not repression. 


[JOURNAL DE GENEVE] Have you seen Christiane 
Brunner since your election? 


[Dreifuss}] We have telephoned one another several 
times, and I very much hope that she will be with me 
today at the head of the parade in Geneva. It should not 
be forgotten: this is first and foremost her victory. 
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Denmark 
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Article by Christian Brondum: “Media Expert: Millions 
Soot on EC Ads Largely Wanted"? 

[Text] An EC election expert warns of the risk that Danes 
will reject the EC again in spite of the Edinburgh Agree- 
ment. The coming election campaign will intensify the 
differences between the two sides once more. 


Advocates and opponents of the Maastricht treaty spent 
around 15 million kroner last year in the fight to per- 
suade voters to vote for or againsi the EC treaty. Nearly 
all the money—94 percent—was spent on newspaper 
advertisements. 

This was disclosed by director Claus Clausen of Media 


for granted. 


“It is easier to argue for a no vote because rejection is 
based on a basic attitude,” she said. 


She felt it was sensible of proponents to have Denmark 
exempted from joint currency, join: defense, and Euro- 
pean citizenship through the Edinburgh Agreement. 
But at the same time she said that Danes knew enough 
about the Maastricht treaty to know what they were 
doing when they voted no last year. Two-thirds of the no 
voters are also very distrustful of the politicians who are 
now trying to convince them that the Edinburgh Agree- 
ment makes a difference. 
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She also referred to a new European study which shows 
that Danes and Norwegians are the Europeans who 
believe most in their ability to take care of themselves, 
while the French and Italians put their faith in the EC to 
a greater extent. 


* Daily: Parties Favoring Maastricht Must Act 


93EN0248A Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in 
Danish 9 Mar 93 p 8 


{Editorial: “Appeal to Maastricht Supporters”’} 
[Text] One voter in five is currently undecided about 


Folketing majority to remain huddled together on their 
own side of the field. it is time for the Maastricht 
proponents to play a more active role while they still 
have the support of a majority of the Danish peopie. 


Unfortunately, as BERLINGSKE TIDENDE'’s latest 
voter opinion poll documented, this majority has 


the electorate. ee ee ee ae 
—*— and that is disturbing. The 

that large groups of the population do 
walt informed about the Maastricht treaty and 
ae ee t and therefore there is a risk 
that they will be snared by unimaginative but easily 
grasped slogans put out by the opposition. 


To counteract this the Folketing majority must now 
make up for past mistakes and refrain from going into 
the European debate backward. Leading politicians are 
still more apt to discuss the drawbacks of a no vote than 
to stress the advantages of a yes vote. This leaves the 
impression that the European issuc is a half-sung melody 
that no one quite dares to finish. 


Of course all the political parties that support a yes vote 
in the referendum share the responsibility for this change 
of course. But a special responsibility rests on the Social 
Democrats who in the first place were too passive the last 
time and in the second now have their own prime 
minister in charge. Therefore Prime Minister Poul 
Nyrup Rasmussen ought to call the leaders of all the 
supporting parties together for the nation’s own “EC 
summit” to create agreement on strategy and coordinate 
the campaign. In other words the parties must decide 
what will carry the yes campaign along and where to 
deploy their forces. 


Such an initiative is not a sign of panic and no intelligent 
person could attack it as such. The summit would rally 
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closer with other EC members. Fewer than 50 percent 
asked favor a new treaty. Denmark sensationally rejected 
the original treaty in an earlier referendum. Other polls 
have indicated that well over 50 percent favored the new 
— earlier, thanks to the exemptions. [sentence as 


Parliament Votes ‘Massively’ for New Maastricht 
Referendum 


AU3003 184293 Paris AFP in English 1821 GMT 
30 Mar 93 


[Text] Copenhagen, March 30 (AFP)}—Danish members 
of parliament voted massively Tuesday [30 March] for 
three bills concerning the Maastricht treaty on European 
integration, including a new referendum on the issue. 


Voters last year rejected the treaty by a slender 50.7 
percent majority. 


The treaty bills, which concerned the holding of a second 
referendum on Maastricht on May 18 as well as the 
exemptions granted to Denmark at the European Com- 
munity summit in December, were adopted by 154 votes 
to 16, parliamentary sources reported. 


Only the far-right Progress Party voted solidly against 
the bills, joined by three MPs [members of Parliament] 
of the Socialist People’s Party and one Radical Party 
member. 


According to two opinion polls published Sunday [28 
March], 48 to 49 percent of Danes will vote “yes” to the 
treaty in the coming referendum, 26 to 34 percent will 
vote “no”, 14 to 21 percent have yet to make up their 
minds, and 3 to 5 percent are likely to abstain. 


After the electorate rejected the treaty in June, the 
Danisn Government negotiated exemptions on the 
treaty’s provisions for a single European currency, 
defence policy, asylum and common citizenship. 


NORDIC COUNTRIES 49 


Seven of the eight parties represented in parliament 
subsequently endorsed the treaty. 


* Folketing Backing for EC Energy Policy Veto 
93EN0263C Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in 
Danish 11 Mar 93 p 14 


[Article by Christian Holm: “Veto a Last Resort”] 


— The Energy Committee is largely in agreement on 
the negotiations with the EC on the oil directive 
should be conducted. if the discussions do not turn out in 
Denmark's favor a veto should be imposed. 


Denmark should wait to use its veto right until the 
negotiations are concluded. But it should be used if the 
talks on Denmark's North Sea oil rights are not satisfac- 
tory. The Folketing parties agreed on that after the 
Energy Committee held a consultation. 


Full Support 


At the meeting Energy Minister Jann Sjursen (Christian 
People’s Party) received full support from the Social 
Democrats, the Socialist Peop'e’s Party, and the Conser- 
vatives for the wey in which he is handling the negotia- 
tions. 

“It would be wrong to wave the veto sword in the current 
negotiating situation,” said Kent Kirk, Conservative 
Party EC spokesman. 


He said that Denmark has already obtained big conces- 
sions. Concessions that mean that Danish firms should 
not complain because “all the private companies that 
have an interest in this think it is great.” 


Energy spokesman Soren Riishoj (Socialist People's 
Party) admitted that it might be unwise to use the word 
“veto” during the negotiations. But he did not hesitate to 
use the four-letter word himself: 


“We will not give up our veto right. Of course there 
should be a Danish veto if we do not get enough 
concessions,” he said. 


Social Democratic energy spokesman Poul Nielson 
called the issue vital. He said Denmark must be able to 
act freely when the state's agreement with A.P. Moller on 
North Sea drilling expires in the year 2012: 


“The crux of the matter is that we are a small country 
with interesting underground resources facing a number 
of countries that lack these resources. On the other hand 
they have big oil companies that find it easy to agree with 
the EC Commission that smail countries should not be 

ae to make their own decisions about who can drill 
or oil.” 


He said a veto should be viewed as a last resort and that 
there are still good arguments that have not been tried in 
the negotiations. For example, why not have joint rules 
on uranium and coal mining if gas and oil are subject to 
such rules? 
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Justice Minister Resigns To Avert Attacks on 
Government 


PM3103110693 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 30 Mar 93 p 1 


{Christian Brondum, Lene Froslev, and Erik Bjorn 
Moller report: “Ethics Toppled Gjellerup”} 


[Text] Pia Gjellerup surprised everyone with her swift 
decision to resign. By resigning she wants to avoid a 
press smear campaign and an onslaught on the govern- 
ment. She will also save her political skin. 


The scandal surrounding the Social Democratic Party's 
Solhavegarden education center and the fear of an oppo- 
sition which has demonstrated a determination to see 
blood were the reasons why the Social Democratic 
Party’s young Justice Minister Pia Gjellerup chose to 
resign of her own free will after only 61 days as a 
minister. 


But even though she, as chairman of the board, is 
formally responsible for the education center she denies 
that she has done anything wrong. And it is expected that 
today Pia Gjellerup will be given heavyweight posts in 
the Social Democratic Folketing group. Social Demo- 
cratic veteran and former Housing Minister Erling Olsen 
replaces her as justice minister. [passage omitted] 


* Danish Firm Joins in Latvia Ferry Venture 


93EN0248F Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in 
Danish 3 Mar 93 p Ill 7 


[Article by Jorgen D. Simonsen: “Ferry Service to 
Latvia”} 


[Text] Three companies are involve in a joint venture to 
transport freight to Latvia and the service may be 
expanded later to carry passengers. 


After many months of preliminary work with various 
partners, a freight ferry service employing a Polish 
ferryboat, the Wolin, is now running from Tuborg 
harbor via Karlskrona in Sweden to Riga, Latvia with a 
sailing time of 28 hours. 


If it is a success there are already plans to expand the 
ferry service in May to include passengers and cars. 


In the first round a joint venture was established con- 
sisting of DanTransport, owned by F.L. Smidth, which 
needed a method of transporting its own goods, the 
concession holder, Let Line, Inc. of Copenhagen, and 
International Shipping Partners of Miami, with Danish- 
American Niels Erik Lund as head of ship brokering and 
advisory activities. 


There will be two round-trips a week from Tuborg 
harbor with a sailing time of 28 hours, including a short 
stop in Karlskrona. In the first phase the ferry will take 


only freight in the form of detached trailers and con- 
tainers, with room for around 12 trucks and cabin space 
for their drivers. 


“Our market survey shows that we are beginning at the 
right level,” said director Benny R. Hansen of Dan- 
Transport. “But we are convinced that within a short 
time there will also be a need to carry passengers and 
their cars.” 


Division chief Frede Bertelsen of DanTransport said the 
cooperation is part of the overall East European strategy 
that began last spring with the establishment of a sepa- 
rate East European division. In the past year DanTrans- 
port has been working with the Latvian firm, Hansa 
Ekspedition. 


The Wolin sailed between Nyborg and Swinojscie for a 
few months but stopped, partly because Difko pulled out 
of the cooperation. 


* Tele Danmark, Lithuanian Firm Discuss Joint 
Venture 


93EN0248G Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in 
Danish 7 Mar 93 p I11 6 


[Article by Kaj Skaaning: “Danish-Lithuanian Telecom- 
munications Cooperation} 


[Text] Tele Denmark is moving into the Lithuanian 
telecommunications market. 


Tele Danmark and the Lithuanian telecommunications 
company Telekomas are currently discussing the estab- 
lishment of a joint venture that would implement and 
operate a telecommunications network in Kaunas, 
Lithuania’s second largest city with 400,000 inhabitants, 
in the form of a pilot project. 


The project will be implemented in 1993 and according 
to plan it will have 40,000 subscribers over the next three 
years. The project, with a total cost of 220 million 
kroner, will be financed by the joint venture partners 
along with money from Danish foundations and Danish 
loans plus loans from the European Bank. In addition to 
supplying equipment and installations the project also 
includes training programs and the transfer of Danish 
expertise. 


The project is part of a larger cooperative effort between 
the two countries in the communications area. The 
cooperation has been going on since Lithuania achieved 
independence. 


Among other things it has led to the establishment of a 
transmission line between Vilnius, the capital, and 
Kaunas that is now operating in a cooperation between 
the two telecommunications companies and GN Store 
Nord as the first part of a longer line from Poland up 
through the Baltic countries. 
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A direct satellite link to international telecommunica- 
tions traffic has also been established between Lithuania 
and Denmark. 


* Debate on Blame for Faeroes’ Economic Crisis 


93EN0248E Copenhagen BERLINGSKE AFTEN in 
Danish 5-11 Mar 93 p 9 


{Article by Niels Vagner Petersen: “Faeroese Folly or 
Danish Dominance?”} 


[Text] One does not have to be an economist, a political 
Scientist, or anything else to see that the economy of the 
Faeroes has a lot in common with that of an underdevei- 
oped country. 


The title of a 1991 novel by Faeroese author Joanes 
Nielsen proclaimed that rubber boots are the only temple 
pillars on the Faeroes. 


So, as there are no pillars to lie in ruins, it must be the 
boots that have filled up with salt water from the North 
Atlantic just now. 


And at present one gets the impression that Faeroese 
politicians and financial people have been traveling in 
economic boots while ordinary inhabitants 
have been spending far beyond their means. 


Numerous accounts of this economic chaos have 
appeared in the media. There have been reports fea- 
turing offended, confused, shocked, garrulous, concilia- 
tory, and last, but not least, disheartened local inhabit- 
ants, each of whom has had a personal opinion about 
conditions there. Interesting and appalling. 


And occasionally tragicomic, as when someone who 
received a degree in political science from a Danish 
institution (!) self-righteously blamed the entire calamity 
on the Danes. This assertion is so complacent that one 
can only shrug tolerantly. Faeroese folly! 


Luckily a sizable segment of the local inhabitants have a 
somewhat more nuanced and self-critical attitude 
toward the situation. There is no denying that nick- 
naming one of the northernmost islands “the flute,” 
indicates a self-ironic attitude toward the kilometers of 
tunnels that have been drilled through the length and 
breadth of many islands at a cost of billions of borrowed 
kroner. 


It was characteristic of many large building and con- 
struction projects on the Faeroes in the 1980's that they 
had a Danish main contractor who hired a few Faeroese 
subcontractors to do some of the work. The fairly sub- 
stantial part of the work that the main contractor was 
responsible for himself was carried out by Faeroese and 
Danish workers. Typically the main contractor brought 
the skilled workers with him from Denmark. The local 
workers seldom expressed dissatisfaction with this 
arrangement because there was virtually no unemploy- 
ment on the islands in the 1980's. 
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Thus the Danish craftsmen took the lion’s share of the 
wages back to their homes, wives, children, and cars in 
Denmark. Similarly the main contractor took the profits 
home to his Danish headquarters. 


In this way a very large part of the Danish grants to the 
islands came directly back to Denmark. 


Therefore at first glance there may be some justification 
to Faeroese allegations of neocolonialism, but at the 
same time they are undermined by the deplorable fact 
that Faeroese politicians and financial people have such 
a deep persona! involvement in the overconsumption, 
the biased administration, and scandals of every kind. 


If all the talk on the Faeroes about breaking loose or just 
becoming more autonomous means anything at all the 
first step must be a readiness to assume responsibility for 
their own actions. Commonwealth or not! 


The fact is that the crisis way up there in the North 
Atlantic is primarily an indication of the little island 
community’s inability to cope under market economic 
conditions. One does not have to be an economist, a 
political scientist, or anything else to see that the 
economy of the Faeroes has a lot in common with that of 
an underdeveloped country. It is dependent on a single 
raw material, namely fish, fish, and more fish. If this 
resource fails the whole economy is paralyzed. And the 
islands have chosen, in a burst of misguided autonomy, 
to remain outside the EC, a move that has substantially 
reduced sales opportunities for their products. 


However the enterprising ability of Danish firms to 
obtain work in other parts of the national community 
has nothing to do with a deliberate strategy aimed at 
preserving supremacy over the Faeroes, as is sometimes 
charged. In contrast to politics, the business sector and 
the market have no paramount strategy other than 
earning money. 


When it comes to political strategies concerning the 
Faeroes, Poul Schluter’s decision in 1992 to almost 
unconditionally assign underground mineral rights to 
the people of the Faeroes was more an expression of the 
opposite of colonialism. Namely a generous gesture 
based on a wish to give the local inhabitants a chance to 
create a broader and healthier income base. And thus 
make it possible for them to really get along on their 
own. 


It might be possible, with great difficulty, to figure out 
how much someone like deceased Faeroese author 
William Heinesen contributed to the finances of the 
Danish publishing branch, but the value of his cultural 
and artistic significance can never be calculated. 


Faeroese folly or Danish dominance? In any case there is 
definitely more between the Faeroes and Denmark than 
finances and the economy! 
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Faeroes Introduce Austerity Measures in Social 
Policy 


PM2203 183093 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 19 Mar 93 p 9 


{Christian Brondum report: “The Faeroese Cut Back to 
Breadline Benefits”’] 


[Text] From | April an unemployed person on the 
Faeroe Islands will have to manage on a breadline 
benefit of 4,500 kroner gross. This is one of the effects of 
the drassic economic measures the Faeroes have initi- 
ated after last year’s economic collapse. 


The member of the Faeroe Islands’ administration 
responsible for social affairs, Joannes Eidesgaard, openly 
admits that the unemployed cannot live on this. The 
unemployed who own their own homes will be forced to 
ask their banks for help, for no additional assistance can 
be given, he said. 

But despite the low level of benefit—which is half the 
previous level—the unemployment benefit service on 
the Faeroes is able to predict a very large deficit if 
unemployment rises further. At present 5,000 Faeroese 
out of a work force of 22,500 are unemployed. If 
unemployment were to double-—something that is pre- 
dicted for this fall—the bottom will fall out not only of 
the unemployment benefit services’ finances, but also of 
the Faeroes’ national coffers. 


Despite the serious prospects Faeroese administration 
leader Marita Petersen did not ask for more Danish help 
when she and Joannes Eidesgaard yesterday {18 March] 
visited Social Affairs Minister Karen Jespersen. 

“I do not think that we will ask for more help. But it 
could happen that Denmark will say that now we want to 


help” Eidesgaard said. 


But this is not something on which the Faeroese should 
count at present. 


Social Affairs Minister Karen Jespersen said that the 
question of further help is the prime minister's and not 
her problem, and Finance Minister Mogens Lykketoft 
said that he will adhere to the agreement that the 
Faeroese themselves must create a balance between the 
income and the expenditure of the uenemployment 
service. 

Neither the finance minister nor the social affairs min- 
ister was willing to comment on whether an unemployed 
Faeroese can survive on 4,500 kroner. After tax this 
amounts to 3,000 kroner per month. 


According to Joannes Eidesgaard, the mood on the 
Faeroes is one of by great bitterness first toward the 
politicians who were responsible for the irresponsible 
policies of the 1980's, and secondly bitterness about the 
fact that the politicians are able to get 850 million kroner 
for the Faeroes’ banks, but nothing for the unemployed. 
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Marita Petersen and Joannes Eidesgaard were in Copen- 
hagen yesterday to explain to the social affairs minister 
what they have done to clean up the completely chaotic 
administration of social affairs on the Faeroes. Audit 
reports have revealed row upon row of erroneous pay- 
ments, and a civil servant has now begun to investigate 
— much the Faeroes must pay back to Denmark’s state 
coffers. 


The prime minister is also remaining firm that from | 
July the Faeroes will have its reimbursement arrange- 
ment replaced by a lump payment. It will then be the 
problem of the Faeroese themselves if the cost of social 
provision rises or falls. 


As a result of the mess in the administration Tommy 
Petersen, who has hitherto been social affairs director on 
the Faeroes, moved to a different job on | March. 
Instead consultant Ole Kragh has been brought to the 
Faeroes as interim social affairs director for 10 weeks. 


In its response to the latest extremely critical audit report 
the islands’ administration supports the criticism that 
“the mistakes and shortcomings in the administration of 
social spending that are now being uncovered are much 
worse than had previously been known.” 


* Report on Farming Outlook Considers EC 
Impact 

93EN0263B Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in 
Danish 11 Mar 93 p 6 


[Article by Henrik Tuchsen: “New Report Angers Farm- 
ers”’} 


[Text] While farmers are negotiating with the politicians 
for economic aid, a new report points out that the future is 
not quite as bleak as they say. 


Yesterday's noon radio news broadcast was scarcely over 
before the alarm bells were sounding to summon the 
Agricultural Council’s economic experts to Axelborg in 
Copenhagen for consultations. 


The reason was the publication of a report from the State 
Institute of Agricultural Economics (SJI) which in broad 
terms concluded that there may be reason to help the 
most hard-pressed and debt-ridden farmers. But at the 
same time the report—which was commissioned by the 
Ministry of Agriculture—pointed out that things may 
not be quite that bad. That is if the situation is viewed in 
relation to such things as income trends in other occu- 
pational groups, the EC reform, and an anticipated 
decline in interest rates. This is one of the report's 
conclusions, based on a great deal of economic retrospec- 
tion and calculation: 


“In the current discussion of the future economic con- 
ditions in agriculture, fear of the impact of changes in 
agricultural policy appear to be exaggerated. Increased 
debt and the poor harvest in 1992 are no cause for 
general measures based on production considerations. 
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For other reasons, including the particularly tight—and 
possibly exaggerated—credit conditions and the effects 
of the recent foreign exchange instability—there may be 
reason to review agricultural financing, including such 
things as utilizing debt conversion possibilities.” 


Disparity 


Yesterday afternoon the Agricultural Council issued a 
statement covering several pages which criticized the 
existence of “‘a disparity between the figures presented in 
the report and its conclusions.” Council President 
H.O.A. Kjeldsen said it was “disappointing that the 
analysis leaves the impression of a vast underrating of 
the gravity of the situation. 


“We receive reports daily on suspended payments and 
the situation is very serious—8,400 farmers have big 
financial problems. 


“The state Institute of Agricultural Economics has 
assumed an incredible responsibility in underrating the 
gravity of the situation. 


“Unless something is done there will be so many bank- 
ruptcies that there is a danger that the financial sector 
will also collapse,” Kjeldsen said. 


* Farmers Stage Protest Against Policies 
93EN0248D Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in 
Danish 27 Feb 93 p 111 8 


[Article by Anders Lehmann: “Poor Optimists”] 


[Text] An unquenchable optimism and the freedom of life 
on the farm are the reasons why farmers refuse to give up 
in spite of bleak prospects. 


When thousands of farmers crossed the Great Belt 
yesterday [26 February] to demonstrate, the purpose of 
the trip was not primarily to stick their pitchforks into 
the politicians’ wallets or spread liquid fertilizer in front 
of Christiansborg Palace. 


They wanted to gain a hearing for farmers’ problems. 
And in order to gain attention the approximately 7,000 
farmers got out of bed long before the first rooster 
blinked its eyes. 


“We need sympathy and we're damned well not going to 
get it by dumping manure on the sidewalks,” as a farmer 
from Horsens put it. 


Farmers Well-Behaved 


In other words this was the peaceful Danish method 
where vegetables were given away instead of being 
dumped on the street as in France. 


Only a few fireworks broke the quiet when the farmers in 
their quilted jackets and green raincoats stood deco- 
rously on the sidewalk under their raised banners. 
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The peaceful formation trudged from Kalvebod Brygge 
to Axelborg where the flag was raised and Agricultural 
Council President H.O.A. Kjeldsen welcomed them. 


After group singing with a trumpet accompaniment the 
real protest march began toward first Christiansborg and 
then on to Radhuspladsen. Half an hour ahead of 
schedule, incidentally. 


Attached to Farm 


For although the farmers had come into the city that day, 
they are not tired of farm life but of the debt burden they 
feel weighing on their shoulders. 


And the idea of putting away their tractors is far from 
their minds. Life on the land cannot be pulled up by the 
roots like a sugar beet in the fall. 


It would mean not only leaving their work on the farm 
but also moving from the place where they and their 
children grew up. 


Or, as Svend Nielsen of Olsted said: 


“Being a farmer is delightful, but you can’t make a living 
from it.” 


For many, pessimism is greatest at the beginning of the 
year, but when the sun mounts high in the sky they begin 
to take a brighter view of life. 


For optimism always returns, or as 55-year-old Niels 
Otto Munch from Horsens said: 


“It’s better to be a poor optimist than a rich pessimist.” 


But the farmers were not too poor to hand out free 
potatoes to the inhabitants of Copenhagen. 


They gave away over seven tons of potatoes from the 
back of a truck before the Agricultural Council decided 
late in the afternoon to unload the remaining three tons 
at the refugee ship, Norrona. Along with the potatoes 
went a gift of 80 liters of milk and around 200 ham- 
burgers, dubbed Edinburghers in honor of the occasion. 


While the refugees dragged the potatoes on board their 
ship in the evening gloom, several thousand participants 
from Jutland turned their steps toward the Great Belt 
ferry to return home after a day that had started for 
many of them at 0400. 


* Farmers Worried About Debt, Impact of EC 
Reform 

93EN0248C Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in 
Danish 27 Feb 93 p 111 8 


[Article by Henrik Tuchsen: “Farmers Want More 
Trust”} 


[Text] A clear government signal that a proposal for 
refinancing farm debt is on the way should be interpreted 
positively by financial institutions. 
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After a brief talk with Agriculture Minister Bjorn Westh 
(Social Democrat), Agricultural Council President 
H.O.A. Kjeldsen was able to tell the 6,000-7,000 dem- 
onstrating farmers that it had been worth their while to 
make the trip from the countryside to the capital. 


“We had a good meeting with the agriculture minister 
and he promised that the government will present a 
proposal on a debt reorganization and refinancing 
arrangement for farmers by the end of March. And the 
minister said he wanted a change in the EC reform to 
make it less bureaucratic and include flexible new rules 
for taking land out of production,” Kjeldsen said. 


At a news conference afterward, elected farm represen- 
tatives made it clear that they now hope and expect that 
banks and savings institutions will also take these signals 
on assistance to heart. According to the farmers, finan- 
cial institutions have tightened their grip on farmers by 
rejecting loan applications, demanding overdraft reduc- 
tions, and imposing soaring additional interest pay- 
ments. Consequently many farmers who badly need to 
buy feed because of the drought do not have the money 
to do so any more than they have the cash to pay for seed 
and fertilizer. 

“It is totally unreasonable to charge farmers such high 
interest rates. I strongly urge financial institutions to 
think twice—also for their own sake,” said Kjeldsen, 
who noted that sound farms with a prospect of a lower 
interest burden would be able to make ends meet, create 
production, and remain good bank customers. 


Farmers have a total debt of 130 billion kroner and farm 
Organizations want 60 billion kroner of these debts 
refinanced at a lower interest rate. Few branch observers 
expect this demand to be met. 


And there will undoubtedly also be farmers, especially 
older ones, whose finances can never be straightened out. 


These farmers want to be eased out of business into early 
retirement—‘“but this must be done in such a way that 


they can retain their self-respect,” as Kjeldsen put it. 


But now the talks and analytical work are really getting 
under way and ii is obvious that farm leaders will put 
enormous pressure on the Folketing and civil servants in 
an effort to obtain some useful results for their members. 


Yesterday's demonstration was peaceful and orderly, but 
naturally there is some apprehension among farm 
leaders concerning the possible reaction if there is a 
Band-Aid solution. Farmers regarded the drought aid 
measures, for example, as this kind of solution. 


Sea Fishermen Strike To Protest EC Quotas 


AU2903 174493 Paris AFP in English 1710 GMT 
29 Mar 93 


[Text] Copenhagen, March 29 (AFP}—Most of Den- 
mark’s 6,000 sea fishermen went on strike Monday (29 
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March] to protest the European Community quota 
system regulating their catches. 


Niels Bonde, a spokesman for the National Fishermen's 
Association, said the strike was also against “the fall in 
fish prices, competition from third countries and worse 
living conditions.” 

During the day some fishermen tried to block the 
entrance to a wholesale fish market in Copenhagen, but 
were moved on peacefully by police, a police source said. 


Bonde said he had been in contact with groups in 
Belgium, Britain, France, Germany, the Netherlands, 
Norway, Spain and Sweden to call on them to join the 
action. 


The fishermen’s representatives were due to meet 
Monday evening with Denmark's fishing minister, 
Bjoern Wesih, to discuss possible solutions to the crisis 
facing the Danish fishing industry. 


Strike Enters Second Day 


AU3003 162093 Paris AFP in English 1514 GMT 
30 Mar 93 


{Text} Copenhagen, March 30 (AFP)—A strike by 
Danish sea fishermen entered its second day Tuesday [30 
March] in protest against European Community quotas, 
competition from third countries and terms for govern- 
ment aid, a spokesman said. 


Negotiations late Monday [29 March] between the fish- 
ermen’s representatives and Danish Fishing Minister 
Bjoern Westh were fruitless, the spokesman said. 


But the fishermen said they would not obstruct the 
unloading of frozen foreign fish headed for Danish 


packers. 


The government awards low-interest loans for up to half 
the value of ships under 30 years old. However, Fishing 
Association Vice President Torben Olsen told AFP, 
“only five to 10 percent of the ships can take advantage 
of the aid.” 


Another “problem is that the quotas are so small that we 
cannot live on what we fish. The Danish fleet (of 2,800 
ships) is too big for the current fish quotas and prices,” 
he said. 


Quotas for Baltic Sea cod “are 9,300 tonnes per year in 
1993 against 20,000 tonnes last year,” he said. “The 
biologists are wrong in their calculations at a time when 
we see large schools of cod in the western part of the 
Baltic.” 


Olsen recalled that in January the fishermen unloaded 
fish worth 138 million Danish kroner (22.08 million 
dollars), compared with 301 million kroner (48.16 mil- 
lion dollars) worth in January 1992. 


The head of the Fish Exporters’ Association, Leif Skytte, 
called on the fishermen to return “as quickly as possible 
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to the sea, in your own interest and in that of the fish 
preservation industry, which exports 95 percent of its 
output.” 

He added: “The halt in fishing may have catastrophic 
consequences,” noting that “the Norwegians have begun 
to send large quantities of fish to France, 50 shipments a 
day against 10 to 15 before the strike.” 


Norway's fresh fish sales to the European markets nor- 
mally peak in the week preceding Easter and reach tens 
of millions of kroner in value, according to the Associa- 
tion of Fish Exporters in Oslo. 

Norwegian fish exporters were concerned over the strike 
in Denmark, fearing that the road to the European 
continent could be blocked, an association spokes- 
woman said. 


The Danish strike and the threat of sympathy actions in 
German ports are prompting exporters to seek alterna- 
tive routes through Britain, Sweden and Poland. 


“We are following the situation closely, from hour to 
hour. We will reroute our trucks immediately if the 
(Danish) strike widens or spreads to other countries, an 
= with a major fish transport company said in 


Finland 


* Central Bank Chief Hamalainen on Sector 
Crisis 


93EN0238A Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 20 Feb 93 pC 1 


[Article by Inger Jagerhorn: “Living Corpses Are 
Breaking the Banks”) 


[Text] Jn Finland, bank subsidies are used to keep ‘‘living 
corpses” on their feet. This comment came from Budget 
Chief Raimo Sailas at the Finance Ministry in Helsinki, 
a man known for speaking out on matters that no member 
of the government would utter out loud. 


Sailas pointed out that all subsidies lead to distorted 
bankruptcies and an unsound structure, and that mas- 
sive subsidies lead to massive distortions. 


Through the state budget, Finland disbursed 28 billion 
markkas (36 billion kronor) in bank subsidies in 1992; in 
the current year, 20 billion markkas (15 billion over 
budget); and in 1994, “as much as is necessary”—the 
precise figure being under debate during the govern- 
ment’s current budget analysis. Finance Minister liro 
Viinanen placed the sum at 10 billion markkas. Few 
believe that will be enough. 


Altogether, this makes a total of 58 billion markkas, 
approximately 65 billion kronor. 
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International Mistrust 


The calculations are based upon the assumption that 
there will be more banks than savings banks that will 
need bank subsidies, said Central Bank Chief Sirkka 
Hamalainen in a conversation with DAGENS 
NYHETER. 


Big corpses drag big banks in their wake, but it is likewise 
unhealthy to prop up the ailing businesses at any price, 
and the government is precariously perched. “Controlled 
bankruptcies” is the order of the day in Finland. 


Hamaiainen feels that one might use bank subsidies 
impose structural streamlining indirectly. She said 
within the government and the central bank there 
been much of appointing a special official who 
provide assistance from the government side in such a 
process. 


ee 


Standard & Poor's, the international rating institute, has 
placed the Finnish banks on the observation list, and 
would clearly have liked to lower their rating. There is 
little breathing room left. 


One reason for the mistrust of the international rating 
institute is that the Finnish parliament rejected a law 
which would have guaranteed bank subsidies for two 
years. It required a qualified five-sixths majority vote, 
but the opposition voted against it—for reasons not 
directly related to the issue in question. 


Numerous Proposals 


Currently the same funds are disbursed by means of the 
government's supplementary budget. However, this 
action raised international doubts as to the political 
interest in subsidizing banking. 


None can predict how the world of Finnish banking will 
look a few years hence. Nearly a half dozen different 
varieties of mergers, liquidations, and incorporations 
have been discussed and are presently being discussed. 


The Finland Savings and Loan Bank would be merged, 
first of all, with Unitas, and Kansallis with the coopera- 
tive banks. Afterwards, the savings banks would be 
amalgamated with the Postal Bank. Now a merger of 
Kansallis with the savings banks is being discussed. 


Economically worst off at this point is namely the 
Finland Savings and Loan Bank, into which has been 
swept all of the savings banks which were cut loose when 
the their Central-Aktie-Bank, SCAB, was taken over, 
after scandalous dealings, by the central bank in 1991. 


SCAB’s shares are now in the hands of the State Guar- 
anty Fund (Finland's emergency bank) which pumped 
10 billion markkas into the bank. A special holding 
company has taken over the management of SCAB's 
assets. 
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Public Irritation Accuse One Another 

The Finland Savings and Loan Bank has also taken in, = Business leaders and politicians accuse one another 
with slight objection “dirty dozen,” 12 savings and while the unions are urging the government to step 


ie 
loams which are ripe for bankruptcy, inasmuch as their 

up between 30 and 50 percent of 
their credit stock. Many former bank directors in this 


chute agreements withdrawn, or have moved to Switzer- 


The public's irritation with bank subsidies has increased 
and, in particular, the secrecy as to where the money gocs 
ee “As soon as the subject 1s brought 


Banking credit losses for 1992 were the following: KOP 
(Kansallis), 4.3 billion markkas; Unitas, 3.3 billion; 
ACA, 368 million; Cooperative Banks, |.3 billion; 
SCAB, 2.8 billion; and the Posta! Bank, 1.8 billion. 


But it is feared that the situation can get worse. A 
number of large companies are virtually bankrupt, espe- 
cially in the construction and trade sectors. 


* ‘Consensus’ Society Seen Another Recession 
Victim 


93EN0238B Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 23 Feb 93 p 11 


[Article by Stefan Lundberg: “Crisis in Finland Not 
Merely Economic”’} 


{Text} Unemployment in Finland has more than doubled 
under the nonsocialist government. The cabinet of Center 
Party's Esko Aho has lost the confidence of the voters, 
bankers, and business establishment, but no good alter- 
native is in the offing 


The promised land of consensus politics has lost its 
consensus just when it needed it most. 


The government is saddled with an equation that does 
not balance. 


The costs of unemployment are increasing and stifle 
consumption, which fosters more unemployment. 
Interest rates are close to western European levels. 
Export is rising, but the uncertainty is so great that none 
dare to invest or consume. If the Finnish economy were 
hooked up to an EKG machine, the line on the screen 
would be disconcertingly flat. 


The depression is palpable. Homes stand unsold, auto- 
mobile agencies are going under while fewer cars are sold 
now than in the 1960's. Restaurants and small businesses 
change ownership continually or shut down for good. 
Travel bureaus have reduced their offers and are fighting 
bankruptcy. The one positive aspect is that the morning 
rush hour in Helsinki barely exists now that private autos 
have thinned out. 


down. The managing director [Voutilainen] of the com- 
mercial bank, Kansallis Osake Pankki, blames the prime 
minister for indecisiveness and Coalition Party leader 
Pertti Salolainen for having no opinions except on the 
subject of bird-watching. 


According to Voutilainen, Finland's crisis is far more 
political than economic. Vesa Vainio, top man at Unitas, 
joined in the chorus. 


Prime Minister Aho urged Voutilainen to mind his own 


The squabbling is interpreted abroad as an even greater 
indication of uncertainty in Finland. Standard & Poor's 
is considering further lowering the credit value of Fin- 
land's banks. 


Social Democrats Ouside the Government 


The leader of the Central Union Organization (FCC), 
Lauri [halainen, would like to broaden the government 
by including Social Democrats. The Social Democratic 
opposition would like the same thing. but only halfheart- 
edly. 


The Social Democrats are more than content to remain 
outside the government a year before the presidential 
election. The party has only one heavyweight to throw 
into a crisis government, former prime munister and 
prospective presidential candidate, Kalevi Sorsa. 


The party's leader, Ulf Sundqvist, is teetering on the 
brink because of ambiguities surrounding his earlier 
bank dealings and the demand for his departure are at 
least as strong as the demand for the government's 
resignation. 


For Sorsa, who is still being urged to put himself up as a 
presidential candidate together with Under Secretary of 
State Martti Ahtisaari, visibility in the current govern- 
ment could be too hazardous. 


There is little likelihood that even a miracle could turn 
the situation around in Finland during the 10 months 
which remain before the election. Even if the situation 
does not worsen, the status quo could in itself be a 
burden for Sorsa. 


Aho Expected To Remain 


The broadening of the government is only hypothetical, 
for Aho is not contemplating throwing in the towel. That 
would be tantamount to admitting failure. 


The one person who could untie the knot is President 
Mauno Koivisto by dissolving parliament. In view of the 
total inability of the government parties and the opposi- 
tion to communicate with one another, a dissolution of 
the parliament and formation of a new government 








would clearly result in a protracted and divisive political 
crisis. It is a risk which Koivisto does not intend to take. 


The president, on the contrary, after 11 years of a low 
and retiring profile, has begun to take the initiative in 


If, as seems likely, he then announces that he will not run 
again, he will become a “lame duck” and the way will be 
cleared for the tough presidential campaign, which on 
account of Koivisto’s expected statement has been 
waged until now only on the conservative front. 


During the 1980"s, consensus politics was sacrosanct in 
Finland. The climax of consensus politics came with 
Harri Holkeri's blue-and-red coalition and the Moderate 
Coalition Party and the Social Democrats governing 
together. After that, it was over. 


Lacks Consensus 


Consensus politics was thought to stifle economic debate 
and to be a threat to democracy, but now only a few years 
later, the Finns recall that period fondly. 


“It was the rapid turnover of the political elite in the 
beginning of the 1980's which laid the groundwork for 
the current situation. The veterans among our top peti.- 
ical leadership were pushed off to the side and replaced 
with youthful yuppies who lacked the tradition of coop- 
eration,” said Social Democrat Risto Ahonen, chairman 
of the city council in Norstad, who estimates that by 
autumn 45 percent of its residents will be unemployed. 


“Politics Is a Game” 


Ahonen, who is also the top union representative at the 
SAAB-Valmet concern and terminated 1,155 of his 
1,900 employees, has nothing good to say for the young 
political leadership. 
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“For them, politics is only a game. The veterans are 
needed now in a broad government which includes the 
big three parties: the Center Party, the Social Democrats, 
and the Coalition Party. 


“Twice I have helped elect Koivisto president, but | now 
feel that he would be wise to step down so that we could 
avoid a long, divisive presidential election campaign. 


“Only through political crisis can we progress, a dissolu- 
tion of the parliament is one possibility,” said Ahonen. 


* Study Group Urges Improved Conscript Training 
93EN0220C Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 24 Feb 93 p C 4 


[Article by Riitta Vainio: “Study Group Proposes Pro- 
fessional Soldiers and Five-Day Service Week: Current 
Military Training Criticized for Being Ineffective™] 


[Text] A committee that has considered ways of 
improving military service proposes professional sol- 
diers for Finland who would enlist in the Army for one or 
two years after completing their compulsory military 
service. If necessary, they could be used to perform 
international services, among others. 


Combat soldiers would get the toughest training in the 
Army. Soldiers who perform various support tasks 
requiring special skills would be called support soldiers. 
Security soldiers, who could participate in peacekeeping 
and rescue-service missions, among others, are proposed 
as a third group. 


Universal Military Service Is Basis 


According to the committee, the mission of the Armed 
Forces is divided into four roles: to ensure national 
security, to participate in international peacekeeping 
Operations, to participate in national and international! 
disaster relief operations, and to take care of the envi- 
ronment. 


In the committee's opinion, the adoption of compulsory 
universal civil service for women should also be investi- 
gated. One of the forms of compulsory civil service is 
universal military service. According to the committee, 
it is the basis for Finland's defense system and 11 must in 
any case be retained as concerns male citizens. 


The commitice’s proposal was submitied to Defense 
Minister Elisabeth Rehn (Swedish People’s Party) on 
Tuesday [23 February]. Dr. Heimo Langinvainio, sur- 
geon, serves as chairman of the commitice and Defense 
Affairs Adviser Ilkka Puukka as vice chairman. 


Three Dissenting Opinions 


Three members of the military registered dissenting 
opinions on the proposal, opinions in all of which they 
take issue with the differentiaiton of soldiers’ missions 
into combat, support, and security duties. According to 
the dissenting opinions, the division cannot be applied 
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in actual practice. In one of the dissenting opinions, the 
idea that Finnish soldiers would be trained to participate 
in military operations outside of Finland's borders with 
the exception of customary UN peacekeeping missions is 
also opposed. 


Longer Training for Security Troops 


The committee made no proposais on the length of 
conscripts’ military service, but it did propose a more 
flexible procedure than at the present time. Views within 
the committee on length of service ranged from a half a 
year to a year. According to the report, an individual 
soldier learns the skills of a soldier in a few months at the 
barest minimum. It takes a training period the length of 
the current one for a combat soldier to learn the neces- 
sary skills. The committee thought that the service time 
required to train a security soldier would be longer than 
for the other categories. 


The committee feels that, if expenditures continue to be 
cut and salaried personnel reduced in the defense admin- 
istrative organization, more conscripts than before will 
have to be used in garrison support operations. 


According to the committee, the hardiest, physically and 
mentally, must be selected to be combat soldiers. After 
completing their military service, they could enlist as 
professional soldiers on a year’s contract that could be 
renewed twice. 


“They would constitute an effective force that would be 
capable of handling those missions for which conscript 
training alone does not provide enough know-how. At 
the same time they would constitute a well-trained 
reserve for troops that have to be put into action quickly 
and which could, if necessary, be used for international 
missions as well,” the committee stated. 


No Stand on Enforcing Peace 


The committee took no stand on training Finnish sol- 
diers for peace enforcement missions, that is, to partic- 
ipate in conflicts abroad. However, the committee 
brought up the military obligations that may come with 
Finland's membership in the EC. 


The committee took note of Western European Union 
(WEU) Secretary General Willem van Eekelen’s ideas on 
European defense. On his visit to Finland, van Eekelen 
said that member nations will make available troops 
whose mission will involve combat troop assignments 
when a crisis prevails—including the enforcement of 
peace—in addition to humanitarian rescue and peace- 
keeping assignments. 


Minister Elisabeth Rehn did not take a stand on profes- 
sional soldiers’ duties on Tuesday. She used the terms, 
“half-pay regular soldiers” and “half-pay army.” 
According to her, the Finnish Army will not “turn out 
Rambo soldiers.” 
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Five Days of Intensive Training 


The committee proposed a switch to a five-day duty 
week. On weekends there would only be the necessary 
number of conscripts in the barracks from the standpoint 
of readiness and guard duty. 


Motivation Declines Rapidly 
The shortcomings of the — See ee 
man enters 


percent at some garrisons in southern Finland over the 
past few years. 

The committee proposed sufficiently realistic exercises, 
clear, integrated study programs, independent study, and 
intermediate objectives as concentrated forms of 
training that will be more effective than those currently 
employed. 


nee Say SSS 


93EN0220D Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 24 Feb 93 p C 4 


[Article by Tapio Mainio: “Combat Soldier's Duties Are 
Learned Well in Half a Year™} 


[Text] Oulu (HS)}—“A combat soldier's basic duties can 
be iearned well in a half a year. A man equipped with 
normal intelligence can learn to handle a single-fire 
recoilless rifle, for example, after two practice sessions. 
However, one would have to withstand at least 10 strong 
kicks from the firing,” said light infantryman Rami 
Jamsa, who was playing with a pinball machine at the 
Hiukkavaara garrison canteen in Oulu. 


According to Jamsa, the classes are sometimes 


exhausting, but otherwise they are treated in an objective 
way. 
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Evenings are lively at the canteen. Many of them do not 
feel like going into town after finishing their duties or 
“workday” since they have to return to the garrison by 
2100 hours. 


“During the day there was a 13-km march on skis. After 
that, you don’t feel like doing anything but lounging 
around the canteen. In the morning it’s reveille again at 
0600 hours,” Jamsa added. 


Jamsa as well as several other conscripts interviewed in 
the Pohja Brigade would be willing to take on environ- 
mental protection or rescue service missions for the sake 
of variety. 


Very many of them have also considered peacekeeping 
missions. 

“It's better to join the UN troops and see the world than 
to stay at home without a job, isn’t it?” Corporal Marko 
Jaskari of Tampere said. 


Jaskari would also be willing to participate in peace 
enforcement operations. “We get good training for that 
here,” he added. 


Flexibility in Going on Leave 


According to most of the conscripts, they get enough 
time off. 


“We just got the furlough lists for the next half a year. 
You only have to be in the garrison for five weekends. 
There could be more guided activities on garrison week- 
ends since we mainly kill time just lying around,” light 
infantryman Marko Hietala of Perho, who was inducted 
into the Army in January, said. 


The conscripts want more flexibility in the performance 
of their duties as well as with regard to when they can go 
on leave. 


“The train to the south leaves at 1600 hours on Friday, 
but we aren't allowed to leave the Second Light Infantry 
Company an hour earlier so that we could make the 
train. With that train I'd be in Tampere at 2050 hours, 
but with the bus not before 0040 hours,” Jamsa said. 


In some Pohja Brigade companies the conscripts run fast 
enough to make the furlough train on time. 


“If you strictly observe regulations, you'll miss the train, 
despite the fact that there's nothing to do that makes any 
sense after 1400 hours of a Friday afternoon. We watch 
from the window as the guys f: 9m the Second Company 
hurry to make the furlough train,” Jamsa said, amazed. 


* Daily Evaluates Conscription Training Proposal 


93ENO0220E Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 25 Feb 93 p 2 


[Editorial: “Effectiveness for Conscript Training”) 
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[Text] The committee appointed by Defense Minister 
Elisabeth Rehn, which looked into ways of improving 
compulsory military service, squarely confronted the 
issue in its report. 


For a long time the notion has been prevalent in Finland 
that we—all of us—are a quite innately soldierly nation. 
In keeping with this image, the train a real frontline 
soldier, a combat soldier, is well-s: \«: ic every Finnish 
male. 


In the report published this week, however, they outright 
assert: “As the committee sees it, the demands placed on 
a combat soldier are so exacting that only some people 


In the report they further say: “The demands placed on 
soldiers serving in combat missions have increased and 
become more diversified. Not all men fit for duty are 
suited to actual combat missions.” 


This is why the committee decided to divide conscripts 
into three groups. These are: combat soldiers, support 
soldiers, and security soldiers. While there is no straight- 
forward proposal in the report for a gradation of service 
periods, the idea can be read between the lines. Mentally 
and physically tougher and also the most highly moti- 
vated young men, combat soldiers would have to serve 
the longest while the others would clearly be trained for 
shorter periods of time. 


Three dissenting opinions were submitted in the com- 
mittee report. Those who presented them were profes- 
sional soldiers who had misgivings about dividing con- 
scripts into three “castes.” 


Because of the vigorous development of weapons tech- 
nology, the fact that waging war has become more 
complicated, and the undeniable unevenness of con- 
script material, however, the conclusions arrived at by 
the majority of the committee headed by Dr. of Medi- 
cine and Surgery Heimo Langinvainio cannot be consid- 
ered to be wrong. The Sven Tuuva cliche is the hopeless 
past. The Finnish Armed Forces also need at their 
head—combat soldiers, according to the report— 
precisely those men who are best suited to the task. 


In the report they also examine in plain language one of 
the Finnish Armed Forces’ long-known problems. Which 
is conscripts’ loss of motivation shortly after going into 
active service. This reveals that there is something wrong 
with the present methods of training. Since, while 78 
percent of all conscripts take a positive view of the 
armed defense of the country, a great many of them 
nonetheless soon become bored and concentrate on 
avoiding military service, what else can it possibly be? 


Some professional soldiers are understandably startled 
at the mere thought that compulsory military service 
would be inflexibly differentiated into categories by the 
committee. Their arguments are based on beth practice 
and civil qualification, and in its report the committee 
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too states that the broad performance of compulsory 
military service is already based on citizens’ equal status. 
Nevertheless, sticking to a universal military service 
system that is very well-suited to a small nation but, on 
the other hand, proposing changes in its content that are 
based on individual performance capabilities is quite 
another thing. 

One of the most interesting points in the report is the 
proposal to recruit the best men for professional soldier 
assignments for several years at a time. This would in 
practice mean the creation of a small army of profes- 


The idea is, however, worth testing. Why couldn't we too 
in Finland try to maximize the return on a system that 
we try to perfect every year with an investment of nearly 
8.5 billion markkas? 


Sweden 


Bildt Reaffirms Need for Economic Change 


PM 2603171093 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in 
Swedish 10 Mar 93 p 3 


[‘Focus’ article by Prime Minister Carl Bildt: “New Start 
for the Only Viable Policy”) 


[Text] When on 18 November last year | contacted 
Professor Assar Lindbeck to ask him whether he was 
willing to head a commission to analyze Sweden's fun- 
damental economic problems, I did so as a result of the 
discussions which had been taking place within the 
government for some time. 


The government's economic policy ever since October 
1991 has been pursued on the basic assumption that 
Sweden has deep-seated structural problems in its 
economy which can only be put to rights by radical 
structural reforms. The great deal of talk in the election 
campaign about so-cailed turning points was nothing 
more than politically motivated escapism. 


After the start it made in the fall of 1991 and with the 
strongly change-oriented budget in 1992 it was the 
government's intention to put before the fall Riksdag 
session a fully worked-out proposal on the direction of a 
structural economic policy. 


The base for this was to have been the report from the 
1992 Long-Term Planning Commission (LU 92) which 
had been made public in early spring. 


This did not happen. The financial storm in Europe that 
gradualiy blew up after the Danish referendum at the 
beginning of June and the German increase in interest 
rates in late July increased in many important respects 
the demands on both short-term and long-term policies 
for change. 


And it was againsi this background that the Lindbeck 
Commission was created. We wanted an independent 
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and expert analysis, respected by as many as possible, of 
Sweden's long-term problems along with considered pro- 
posals for how they can be tackled. 


We believed that this would create a better and broader 
ing of the tasks facing the government and 
the Riksdag and facilitate consensus on economic policy. 


This—and not the 19 November decision to allow the 
krona to float free—was the background to the mandate 
given to the Lindbeck Commission. 


Now that I have read its report I have to say that it 
exceeds even great expectations. With a brilliant pen and 
an acuity of analysis it makes clear that “several decades 
of mistakes and irresponsibility in policy and wage 
setting cannot be put right in the course of a few years,” 
and that what is needed is a policy for a radical change of 
system in many areas of politics and economics. 


The report is important, not least because of this broad 
approach with its analysis of both economic and political 
problems. Our problems are, after all, largely the result of 
the unsatsifactory state of affairs in our institutions and 
of poorly functioning markets, the report states. 


This means that the economic crisis is to a large extent a 
product of institutions, regulations, and an approach 
built up over so many years of Social Democratic polit- 
ical domination. Given the empaasis which throughout 
all these years was placed on protecting and strength- 
ening corporative special interests, on slowing down and 
limiting change, and on extending a benefits and depen- 
dence mentality it is not surprising that there was a 
gradual buildup to a major crisis. 


Nor is it surprising that the crisis should come now. 
Given the increasing internationalization of our 
economy, and the every more tangible individualization 
of our society, the old structures and the old thinking 
became an ever more powerful brake on our develop- 
ment. Sweden fell further and further behind. 


To solve the problems what is needed is a policy for 
dynamic structural change. The alternative is not a 
return to the supposed corporative security of the 1950's, 
but a collapse of the system—and the clearest signs of 
this would be a dramatic increase in long-term unem- 
ployment and thoroughly Italian developments in the 
fields of state finances and social ethics. 


In its approach, analysis, and thrust the report therefore 
lends strong support to the main thrust of the govern- 
ment's economic policy. The report makes it clear in no 
uncertain terms that there are no miracle cures or quick 
fixes of the type that many people pretend. The only way 
to restore Sweden as a country of growth and enterprise 
is the main direction of policy to which the government 
has been pointing ever since the fall of 199'. 


To put it in a political nutshell, it can be said that the 
Lindbeck Commission advocates a new start for the only 
viable economic policy. 
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The commission puts forward 113 different, more or less 
concrete proposals. Even though it is important that the 
overall package of the proposals should not be interfered 
with, they do need to be looked at and evaluated soon. 


I have therefore already instructed the various depart- 
ments of the various government ministries to undertake 
a rapid review of the measures which have already been 
adopted, which are being planned, or which might be 
considered in order to achieve those of the 113 proposals 
which are within the area of government responsibility. 
This review will show that we are already a good way 
along the road that the commission sees as the only 
possible road forward. 


But much remains. That that is why it is of the greatest 
importance that we are able to continue to pursue our 
policies with vigor. 

This means especially putting public finances on a sound 
footing through comprehensive spending cuts and 
changes in coming years. The need-—which was indi- 
cated by the commission—for spending cuts and other 
measures to strengthen the budget, such as increased 
scope for individuals to contribute toward the services 
and benefits they enjoy, is in broad agreement with what 
the government proposed in this year’s finance bill. 


Success in putting state finances on a sound footing is an 
absolute prerequisite for being able to tackle other 
important task, in particular preventing Sweden from 
developing a permanent high level of unemployment. 


This will make new demands for rethinking and restruc- 
turing on everyone. It goes without saying that these 
demands will be made most obviously on those who 
represent the old structures and the old policies. 


What we need least in the political debate at present are 
drag anchors on the policy of change which only look 
backward and constantly slow down the necessary 
changes. But demands for new thinking and rethinking 
will be made on ail political parties. No party is entirely 
free of remnants of old thinking. 


The Lindbeck Commission paints a realistic picture of 


the lengthy background to our problems and the depth 
and breadth of our present difficulties. 


But it is also optimistic in its conclusions. If we can only 
learn from the mistakes made in the seventies and 
eighties there is no reason to think that Sweden will not 


emerge strengthened from its restructuring. 
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I think it is important that we realize that the crisis we 
are now going through is a crisis of restructuring. We are 
leaving behind us old systems and old thinking that have 
been slowing us down for too long. But gradually the new 
iS growing stronger and stronger. The increased interna- 
tionalization and individualization of our society means 
that there is no going back. 
Nevertheless resistance to change is considerable. We see 
this not least in the Riksdag where it is all too easy for the 
Social Democrats’ resistance to change to go hand in 
hand with New Democracy’s unwillingness to really 
stand up for a policy of change when the winds of public 
opinion blow cold. And we see it in the often well 
financed attempts of the organized special interest 
groups to influence public opinion into opposing the 
government's various proposals. 


But two important things should be pointed out. 


First, that the alternative to change to the system is not 
the preservation of the system, but rather the coilapse of 
the system. In actual fact, it is only through a policy of 
radical change to the system that we can prevent such a 
collapse from taking place, with its devastating effects on 
employment and social ethics. 


Second, change to the system means the restoration of 
the necessary prerequisites for growth, enterprise, and 
prosperity. There is every reason to take an optimistic 
view of Sweden's potential in the new Europe if only we 
are able to get ourselves through the restructuring crisis. 
Future potential lies in today's restructuring. 


Ever since the fall of 1991 I have made it clear that the 
government is striving for a broad consensus on the 
policies needed to change and renew Sweden. | have 
done so even when the battle cries from the opposition 
have been at their loudest and every change the govern- 
ment has proposed has been described as a catastrophic 
blow to prosperity and the like. 


The government will continue to strive for broad coop- 
eration. And I sincerely hope that opposition parties and 
interest groups will now take the Lindbeck Commis- 
sion’s analyses and proposals as seriously as the govern- 
ment will. 


If we are able as a nation to learn from the mistakes of 
the past, free ourselves from the temptations of day- 
to-day politics, and see the potential of the future there is 
no reason to assume anything other than that the first 
years of the 1990's will be seen by posterity as the period 
in which Sweden regained its strength. 
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UK 's Base Seen 
Military Group's Arrival, Security 


NC2903 112293 Nicosia O FILELEVTHEROS in Greek 
29 Mar 93 p 20 


[Report by Anthos Likavyis] 
[Text] The well-known “Confidential Letter,” which is 
in Athens as a briefing report for a closed 
group of political and other personalities, talks about the 
arrival of a British military delegation, connected with 
security and general operational issues, from London to 
the British base of Akrotiri in southern Cyprus. 
The report's first page notes “intense British concern 
over developments in Cyprus” in connection with the 
situation in the Balkans and the Middle East. 
According to confirmed reports: 


“Last week, the defense adviser of the British Embassy in 
Athens urgently asked the Greek National Defense Min- 
istry to aliow a military aircraft to pass through Greek 
airspace on its way to the Akrotiri British Base in 


“The British military arrived on the island 
last Monday evening [22 March] and it is expected to 
stay for 10 days at the recently modernized and fully 
equipped base.” 

The Cypriot Defense Minister is aware that: 

“The locai British military authorities were concerned 
about recent reports on terrorists and other unforeseen 


events related to the conflicts in the Middle East or to a 
sudden development in the Balkans. 


“Based on these reports, we believe that the extraordi- 
nary military delegation is there for a number of reasons, 
such as the need to redefine British policy in the area, 
increase security measures and operational activities at 
Akrotiri base, to reconsider the number of the forces that 
are stationed in the area, and to study the repercussions 
from the withdrawal of UNFICYP’s [UN Forces in 


Cyprus] largest contingent from Cyprus.” 


The “Confidential Letter” report concludes with the 
significant (and somewhat enigmatic) observation that: 
This recent development will bring other foreign delega- 
tions to Nicosia with disturbing medium-term predic- 
tions that remind us of the climate prevailing during the 
dangerous decade of the seventies. 


Details of Ambassador 
Paper Replacement to 


NC3103092993 Nicosia O FILELEVTHEROS in Greek 
31 Mar 93 pi 


{Report by Anthos Likavyis] 


[Excerpts] The contract services of [Cypriot Ambas- 
sador} Frixos Kolotas [a Vasiliou political appointee] at 
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our embassy in Athens will be terminated today, when he 
hands over the reigns to Minister Plenipotentiary Khris- 
todhoulos Pasiardhis, who will be acting counselor until 
a new Cypriot ambassador to Greece is appointed. 
Pasiardhis went to Athens on Monday. [passage omitted] 


Anastasios Panayidhis, the Foreign Ministry's perma- 

nent secretary, — 19 on tha eneiiian 
of Kolotas’s contract. Foreign Minister Alekos Mikhaii- 
idhis told O FILELEVTHEROS yesterday that he con- 
siders the political appointment by contract of anyone 
whose term extends the term of the president who made 
the appointment to be unethical. 

“This is why,” the minister told us, “if we proceed with 
such an appointment the length of the contract would 
not exceed the president's term; it would probably be 
shorter. It is a matter of principle for us.” 

The minister clarified that this does not necessarily 
mean a contract ambassador will be appointed to 
Athens. 


{In a related report, Nicosia ELEVTHROTIPIA in 
Greek on 31 March on page | carries a report by Andros 
Mikhailidhis that notes the fr": wing: “As is known, in 
Kolotas’ case ‘the straw th: » »ke the camel's back’ 
came when it was revealed (h: Kolotas arranged the 
meetings and agenda of forr <r! esident Yeoryios Vasil- 
ious contacts in Athens. Th © mtacts were intended to 
undermine the results of } ‘+ sent Glavkos Kliridhis’ 
earlier visit.” 

{“Kolotas was not included during Kiiridhis’ talks in 
Athens; he did not attend any official meetings. Another 
interesting note is that during the presidential elections, 
Kolotas quit his post and came to Nicosia to help 
Vasiliou. In addition, the evening of the first round 
[which Vasiliou won], he was seen at KEMA [Vasiliou's 
campaign headquarters] celebrating. It is also known 
that Kolotas was one of those who advised Vasiliou to 
form a political party.”] 


German Parliamentary Delegation Visits Northern 
7A2903123293 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1030 
GMT 29 Mar 93 


[Excerpt] A German parliamentary delegation is holding 
contacts in the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus 


(TRNC]}. 


The German delegation, which has arrived in TRNC on 
the invitation of the Defense and Foreign Affairs Min- 
istry, and (Rudolf Maudel), German honorary represen- 
tative in the TRNC, were received by Hakki Atun, acting 
president and assembly speaker, Prime Minister Dervis 
Eroglu, and Erdal Onurhan, acting defense and foreign 
affairs minister and commerce and industry minister. 


in a speech he delivered at the reception, Atun pointed 
out to the importance of the timing of the German 
delegation’s visit to the TRNC during these times of 











[Text] [Kohen}] You and Rauf Denktas will depart from 
Cyprus to hold talks with UN Secretary General Butrus 
Butrus-Ghali in New York on the procedure for the talks 


[Kohen] You said during your election campaign 
negative elements in the Ghali set of ideas should either 


[Kliridhis} The federal state in Cyprus must have a 
constitution, which must not create constitu- 


changes must be effected in the Ghali set of ideas on 
matters concerning the legislative and executive 
domains. The set of ideas does not call for the establish- 
ment of a mechanism that will be charged with the task 
of resolving the problems between the two sides. In light 
of the experience we gained from the London and Zurich 
agreements, I wish to discuss the question of a working 
constitution. I also believe that Cyprus becorning an EC 
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member is essential so the lack of confidence between 
the two sides may be rectified. The Ghali set of ideas 
does not guarantee that. On the contrary, it says that the 
sides should hold separate referenda to decide on that 
matter later. Provisions that may obstruct Cyprus from 
becoming an EC member must be removed from the 
Ghali set of ideas. The set of ideas must be changed to 
comply with the Rome human rights convention and the 
UN Charter. 


[Kohen] Can you comment on the Turkish Cypriot side's 
proposal for the adoption of the rotating presidency 
system and the principle of 50-50 representation at 
government level? 


[Kliridhis] I agree to political equality in proportion with 
the rights that will be envisaged by the constitution of the 
two federal states. In other words, the two states will 
have similar rights in local administrations without the 
size of their populations being considered. The popula- 
tions of the two individual states must be considered as 
a factor for their representation in the federal govern- 
ment. Otherwise, the democratic principles will be vio- 
lated. That the right of 30 percent of the population to 
elect should be equal to that of 70 percent is unaccept- 
able. | am prepared to discuss matters that will prevent 
the majority from imposing its will on the minority. 
However, my friend Rauf Denktas has gone too far by 
demanding 50-50 equality. 


[Kohen] What is your opinion of the Ghali map? 


[Kliridhis] I believe that the Ghali map must be changed 
so that the number of refugees who will live under the 
jurisdiction of the Greek Cypriot administration can be 
significantly increased. 


[Kohen] What is your opinion on the concept of federa- 
tion? What do you mean exactly when you mention the 
need for a federal solution? 


[Kliridhis} As far as the concept of federation is con- 
cerned, I focus attention on its contents and not on the 
definition of its typical characteristics. Our concept of a 
bizonal and bicommunal federation is as follows. First, 
the solution of the problem must be based on the UN 
Charter, the European human rights convention, and the 
Makarios-Denktas and Kiprianou-Denktas agreements. 
Second, the federal state must have a single sovereignty 
and a single international identity. It also must have a 
working constitution and citizenship law. Third, the 
solution to be found must provide for freedom of move- 
ment and the return of all refugees to their homes and 
property. It must also safeguard human rights and free- 
doms, including the right of ownership. Fourth, all the 
foreign forces and those who settled on the island later 
must be withdrawn. Fifth, there must be international 
guarantees that comply with the UN Charter. Sixth, 
Cyprus must become an EC member, because that will 
effectively guarantee the security of the Greek and 
Turkish Cypriots. 
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{Kohen] Do you believe that a federation will survive in 
Cyprus when federal systems in other parts of the world 
are collapsing? 


[Kliridhis] The federal system is the best choice for 
countries with different ethnic popuiations. The reason 
the system has collapsed in several countries is that the 
government structure was not properly applied. We have 
observed that federations have collapsed in the commu- 
nist countries. The federal! systems in them were linked 
with communism. In fact, they were accepted as a result 
of pressure. If a federal solution is found for Cyprus, it 
will be approved by the two communities in a refer- 
endum. The two sides will decide on the basis of their 
free will to live together. I believe that that system will 
maintain the constitutional order, that is, if a working 
constitution can be drawn up. 


{[Kohen}] Can you comment on Turkey’s military pres- 
ence in Cyprus and the agreement on guarantees? 


[Kliridhis] The Turkish military forces must be with- 
drawn, as called for by the UN resolutions. The agree- 
ment On guarantees must be reconsidered, because it is 
quite clear that none of the guarantor powers have acted 
in accordance with their responsibilities. The legal gov- 
ernment in Cyprus was ousted by the Greek forces when 
the junta administration was in power in Greece. Later 
came Turkey's intervention, which obstructed the resto- 
ration of the constitutional order. The third guarantor 
remained indifferent. 


|Kohen] Your views indicate a significant difference of 
opinion between you and the Turkish Cypriot side. In 
fact, the difference seems to be even wider than that 
between Yeoryios Vasiliou and Rauf Denktas. Does this 
not weaken the chances of an agreement? 


{Kliridhis] Your assessment would have been valid if 
Denktas had agreed to the Ghali set of ideas. However, 
Denktas has not agreed to that document. I believe that 
it is better for the two sides to maintain their distance 
from the set of ideas. That will provide a margin for the 
talks. 


{Kohen] What will happen if a solution cannot be found? 
What wil! you do in a no-solution situation? 


[Kliridhis}] The prolongation of the present situation 
conflicts with the short and long-term interests of the two 
communities. Nevertheless, we will not agree to any kind 
of solution just because the present situation may be 
prolonged. The present situation will never be accepted. 
At the same time, saying what we may do if the present 
situation is prolonged will harm the atmosphere we are 
trying to create. We have to refrain from making mutual 
threats. 


{[Kohen}] You cooperated with the forces in what has 
been described as the “rejection front”’ in the elections. 
In fact, you established a coalition with the Democratic 
Party. Will your agreement with that party not bind your 
hands? 
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[Kliridhis] A referendum will be held on any agreement 
on the Cyprus problem. Whether or not I can convince 
the people will depend on the contents of the agreement. 
In other words, the commodity to be produced must be 
marketable. The difficulty is that the commodity must 
be marketable on both sides. What may be marketable 
on one side may not be so on the other. The reconcilia- 
tion must be acceptable to both sides. The policy 
required in that regard will be very difficult. 


[Kohen] Your election has brought you face to face with 
Rauf Denktas once again. Will that make the effori to 
find a solution easier or harder? 


[Kliridhis] Undoubtedly, personal relations can help the 
sides better understand each other's political stands. The 
fact that I have discussed the problem with Denktas for 
many years and the fact that we are well aware of each 
other's views will facilitate our dialogue. Nevertheless, 
that is not the main factor that will determine the success 
of the dialogue. 


Se? OS A SaaS New 


NC2803 140193 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 1030 GMT 28 
Mar 93 


{Excerpts} President Glavkos Kliridhis arrived this 
morning in New York. [passage omitted] 


Referring to the UN secretary general's set of ideas, 
Kliridhis said there are three categories that need to be 
reviewed: the functioning of the Constitution, Cyprus’ 
accession to the European Community, and the 18- 
month transition period. The president added that the 
UN secretary general and the Security Council perma- 
nent members may be persuaded that certain changes are 
necessary. He stressed, however, that the problem is that 
there is no chance of persuading the Turks. 


The president said that a very serious policy and planned 
promotion of the Cyprus issue are necessary, adding: We 
are negotiating a Cyprus solution that will free us from 
the occupation troops, will grant refugees who wish to 
return to their homes the right to, and will formulate an 
operational federation. 


Discussing the pannational conference, Kliridhis said 
that now there are positive developments. He added that 
three Cypriot parties and two Greek parties accept the 
pannational conference and a third party in Greece can 
see the need for it. He said: Everyone agrees that as a first 
step, the president and the National Council must go to 
Atheas to confer with the Greek prime minister and the 
political leadership. The conclusions drawn from these 
meetings must be studied to determine whether we are 
ready for a pannational conference. 


Kliridhis added that during his stay he will meet Greek 
Cypriots in New York and the Greek lobby and discuss 
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the role they can play in light of the new U.S. Govern- 
ment. He said they will coordinate so that their efforts 
can be better utilized. 


Finally, Kliridhis said he is studying the enlightenment 
issue and said the Cypriot enlightenment campaign is 
inferior to that of Turkey’s both in the United States and 
Great Britain. 


Kliridhis Meets U.S., Other UN Representatives 


NC2903203293 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 1900 GMT 29 
Mar 93 


[Text] President Glavkos Kliridhis had meetings in New 
York this evening with the representatives of the five 
permanent UN Security Council members and with New 
Zealand's Terence O’Brien, the Council's president this 
month. The meetings took place ahead of President 
Kliridhis’ meeting tomorrow with UN Secretary General 
Butrus Butrus-Ghali and Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denkias. 


President Kiiridhis first met Madeleine Albright, U.S. 
permanent representative to the Security Council, for 
around 30 minutes. Albright termed it very good and 
said she and Kliridhis discussed the need to promote the 
Cyprus problem toward a solution. We are, she said, very 
satisfied with Kliridhis’ presence here and because he 
too wants the Cyprus problem promoted. We had a 
productive meeting, she said. 


Asked what the U.S. Government expects from tomor- 
row’s meeting and from the talks on the Cyprus problem, 
Albright said it has great expectations. President 
Clinton, she said, wants the procedure to advance and 
President Kliridhis has given a similar indication. 


Kliridhis had meetings with British representative Sir 
David Hannay, Russian Yuliy Vorontsov, French 
Jacques Bernatd Merimeux, and China's alternative 
permanent representative (Chang Sen). The French rep- 
resentative called the meeting useful and added that the 
French Government hopes the next round of talks will 
result in a Cyprus solution. The other representatives did 
not make any statements. 


Our station’s correspondent reported tonight that 
according to diplomatic sources, at his meetings today, 
Klindhis gave assurances on the Greek Cypriot side's 
intention to contribute to the continuation of the Cyprus 
talks. Kliridhis said the Greek Cypriot side desires a just, 
viable, and functional Cyprus solution. At his meetings, 
Kliridhis raised the issue of UNFICYP and said the 
peacekeeping force should remain in Cyprus under its 
current mandate. 


Denktas Warns Against ‘Artificial Solution’ 


TA2803 163893 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1530 
GMT 28 Mar 93 


[Text] President Rauf Denktas has said that forcing the 
two sides in Cyprus to accept an artificial solution will 
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lead to a disaster similar to that of Bosnia-Herzegovina. 
Pointing out that the UN Security Council cannot ignore 
the grave developments in Cyprus and act as though they 
are not taking place, Denktas added that the Greek 
Cypriot Church, which supported Kliridhis and brought 
him to power, is now talking about a guerrilla war against 
the Turkish Cypriots with cries of “Cyprus is a Greek 
island and will remain so” and “we will expand to the 
entire island.’ Denktas added that the Turkish Cypriot 
community, well aware of these facts, is opposed to 
living intermingled with the Greek Cypriots and that the 
Security Council is applying pressure on the Turkish 
Cypriot side in a bid to enforce such a solution. He 
continued: They are trying to hurry us to the negotiating 
table and to a speedy and hurried solution. This poses a 
great threat for the future. 


Denktas, who left Istanbul for New York this morning to 
attend the meeting UN Secretary General Butrus-Ghali 
will be holding with the leaders of the two communities 
on 30 March, replied to reporters’ questions on the 
Cyprus situation at Brussels Airport. Denktas said: 
There is a mountain of difference between the federation 
agreement I signed with Makarios in 1977 and the one 
they are trying to force on us now. Recalling that U.S. 
President Clinton said that the United States will be 
supporting an agreement that will be acceptable to both 
sides, Denktas added that the Turkish Cypriot side 
supports this view. He noted that a solution acceptable 
to both sides should be supported and that the sides 
should not be forced into an artificial one, adding that if 
the sides are forced into an such solution then a disaster 
similar to th>* in Bosnia-Herzegovina will be created. 


In reply to a question on the Cypriot application for EC 
membership, Denktas said that the acceptance of Cyprus 
into the community will bring the peace process to a 
standstill and firmly establish the existence of two 
Cypruses. Denktas continued: The EC had promised us 
that any application on behalf of Cyprus would not be 
advanced so long as the Cyprus problem remained 
unsolved. We can, however, see now that the application 
iS progressing in an underhanded manner. We might 
even be faced with a fait accompli on the issue. This is a 
great injustice. Recalling that the UN secretary general's 
report notes that Cyprus has not applied to the EC and 
that such an application can be submitted only after a 
referendum of both sides, Denktas added that there has 
been no contact with the Turkish Cypriot side on the 
issue and that the views of the Turkish Cypriots have not 
been taken into consideration. He concluded by saying 
that the Greek Cypriots are pressuring the EC to join the 
community on behalf of Cyprus and that community 
officials have accepted this, thinking they are contrib- 
uting to peace. 


Kliridhis, Denktas Meet in New York; UN 
Statement Cited 

NC3103070293 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 0430 GMT 31 
Mar 93 


[Text] The new round of talks on the Cyprus issue will 
begin in New York on 24 May. This was decided at last 
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night's joint meeting in New York among UN Secretary 
General Butrus “utrus-Ghali, President Glavkos Kliri- 
dhis, and Turkisn Cypriot leader Rauf Denktas. 


A UN communique issued after the meeting says that 
there will be a preparatory stage, in which the secretary 
general's envoys will meet with the leaders of the two 
communities in Nicosia, before the joint meeting 1s held. 
The communique adds that Kliridhis and Denktas wish 
to resume the joint negotiations 24 May at the UN 
headquarters, freely using the set of ideas to achieve a 
mutually acceptable overall framework for solution. The 
communique also notes that the aim of the preparations 
in Nicosia is to clarify the specific concerns of the leaders 
of the two communities regarding the overall framework 
for an agreement included in the set of ideas. It will 
examine these concerns in order to achieve progress in 
the joint negotiations that will resume in New York. The 
UN communique also says that Kliridhis and Denktas 
will discuss the implementation of confidence building 
measures designed to create a new, confident climate 
that will contribute to the success of the negotiating 
process. The communique notes that the Secretary Gen- 
eral Butrus- Ghali welcomes the declared intention of the 
leaders of the two communities to hold occasional pri- 
vate meetings and meet political party leaders from both 
sides during the negotiations, under the auspices of the 
UN secretary general. The secretary general believes that 
such meetings can help overcome the long mistrust 
between the two communities, and contribute to the 
success of the preparatory procedure and the joint nego- 
tiations. 


Speaking at a news conference after the joint meeting, 
President Kliridhis made it clear that there will be no 
direct negotiations in Cyprus—just contacts. Kliridhis 
added that, in the framework of these contacts, he will 
have private meetings with Denktas, and it is possible to 
hold meetings between the Greek Cypriot and Turkish 
Cypriot leadership in his and Denktas’ presence. The 
president said these meeting are not considered negoti- 
ations for the solution of the Cyprus problem. He said 
they will be parallel to the UN secretary general's effort, 
aimed at establishing a better climate between the lead- 
ership of the two sides. 


Kliridhis also announced that Gustave Feissel will 
undertake the duties of UN secretary general deputy 
special representative in Cyprus. He added that an 
international personality is being sought to takeover the 
role —_ UN Special Representative Oscar Camilion, 
who left. 


Kliridhis said he did not discuss the substance of the 
Cyprus issue during his meetings with Denktas. He 
added, however, that he expiained the reservations of the 
Greek Cypriot side on some aspects of the Ghali set of 
ideas during his meetings with the UN Security Council 
permanent members and his private meeting with the 
secretary general. 


FBIS-WEU-93-060 
31 Maich 1993 


At 0430 [0130 GMT] this morning, Rauf Denktas went 
to Kliridhis’ hotel for dinner at the president's invita- 
tion. The dinner was aimed at creating a better atmo- 
sphere during the talks. The president and the Turkish 
Cypriot leader will attend a dinner given by the secretary 
general this evening. Kliridhis will meet John Maresca, 
the U.S. State Department special coordinator on 
Cyprus. There will also be a meeting between Kliridhis 
and Security Council permanent member representa- 
tives. The president will depart for Cyprus late tonight. 
Denktas will also meet with Maresca and representatives 
of the five Security Council permanent members. 


To Resume Talks 24 May 


TA3 103061693 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 0500 
GMT 31 Mar 93 


[Text] Direct talks on the Cyprus problem will resume 
under the auspices of UN Secretary General Butrus- 
Ghali in New York on 24 May. This was decided by 
President Rauf Denktas and Greek Cypriot Leader 
Glavkos Kliridhis in a tripartite meeting with the secre- 
tary general. A joint communique was issued at the end 
of last night’s midnight meeting which lasted about an 
hour. In the communique the two sides expressed the 
wish to achieve a mutually acceptable framework agree- 
ment based on the UN secretary general's set of ideas 
through free negotiations in May. 


In a statement to reporters on the joint communique, 
Denktas said that prior to the 24 May talks a preparatory 
meeting through the UN secretary general's special 
envoys will be held in Cyprus. Pointing out that the 
document submitted by former Greek Cypriot leader 
Vasiliou to the negotiating table is no longer valid since 
he has lost the elections, Denktas added: Kliridhis has 
repeatedly stated that he will be making comprehensive 
amendments to this document. I hope we will see these 
amendments in the preparatory meeting. Denktas stated 
that the issue of going to New York should be assessed on 
the results of the preparatory work. Recalling that he 
went to the tripartite meeting to learn about the points 
on which an agreement is to be reached, Denktas said: 
Now we will take these points to our pertinent organs 
and discuss them. We were always ready to hold prepa- 
ratory talks. We are ready now as well. 


Meanwhile, Butrus-Ghali informed the two leaders that 
his special adviser Gustav Feissel will be acting in place 
of Oscar Camilion, former UN special envoy to Cyprus. 


Clinton Remarks Seen To Offer ‘Indication of 
Intention’ 

NCO3103112893 Nicosia | SIMERINI in Greek 31 Mar 
93 pl 


[Editorial: “Clinton’s Remarks”—capitalization as pub- 
lished] 


[Excerpts] Because our power is limited and insufficient 
to achieve a just, viable solution, we must search and 
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utilize every positive gesture. We have capabilities, but 
we must Overcome the swamp and our political misery. 
To use the opportunities we have been offered, President 
Glavkos Kliridhis went to Athens, London, and New 
York. This effort stems from the set of ideas, as it stands, 
not offering an operationai solution. The president tries 
to make this known; according to him, the response is 
not negative. This contains the first positive message and 
hope. 


The U.S. President recently made remarks that merit 
comment. Speaking on the national holiday on 25 March 
and addressing an audience of Greek-Americans, he 
referred to Cyprus and Skopje. [passage omitted quoting 
Clinton’s remarks} 


No matter how general these declarations are—ihey can 
be nothing else—they do offer an indication of intention. 
It is our duty to explain the characteristics of a just and 
permanent solution. The solution is not just, nor can it 
last, with foreign occupation troops, settlers, refugees, 
and a divided country. It will almost certainly collapse, 
even accidentally, and lead to flux. So the bases should 
be set NOW and CORRECTLY. 


The United States is a superpower and wants to have a 
global policy, which, to some extent, and with regard to 
the Balkans and the east Mediterranean, conflicts with 
Turkey’s role. You remember Turkey's worrying com- 
ments and the obscene sketch against Clinton in a 
Turkish newspaper [VATAN]. We do not know if these 
reactions are based on presentiment or actual informa- 
tion. Anyway, Clinton’s new remarks sparked a reaction 
by the Turkish side ranging from opposition to sarcasm. 
[passage omitted] 


Perhaps some may say that on their own, the headlines 
don’t say much, that they are just loose talk. But words, 
as practice shows, can become a basis for deeds. Kliri- 
dhis is attempting a very difficult mission to achieve, 
first, a change in the framework of the negotiations and, 
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second, to alter the negative elements of the set of ideas. 
The steps are small but firm and in every direction. 
Major preparations will be made before May, when the 
talks resume. We should be ready with CLEAR GOALS 
so as to influence developments. 


Clinton’s ‘Personal Assistance’ Expected 
NC2903 100093 Nicosia TO THARROS in Greek 29 
Mar 93 p 3 


[From the “To Tharros Comments” Column: “Clinton's 
New Statement”’] 


[Text] U.S. President Bill Clinton's statement that his 
country “will stay fully engaged in the efforts to end the 
division of Cyprus and find a permanent and just 
solution to the Cyprus issue” indisputably satisfies the 


Cypriot people. 


Cypriot Hellenism, however, wants something more 
concrete from the U.S. President—real assistance and 
support, not just general and vague declarations. It wants 
to see President Clinton turn determinedly toward 
Ankara and tell it to abandon its intransigent stance and 
participate in an honest and constructive dialogue for a 
Cyprus solution as soon as possible. 


We have noted the statement that “the United States will 
not rest until a resolution for the Cyprus issue is found.” 
Of course the Cypriot people do not expect “any” or 
“some” solution. They expect a dignified and viable 
solution that will safeguard their security and presence in 
this land that has been Greek for 3000 years. This is why 
they expect the personal assistance of President Clinton 
and the United States in their struggle for an honest 
settlement. 


Clinton's several, explicit statements allow us to expect a 
more active U.S. interest for a just solution to our 
problem. 
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Cabinet: No Reply to UN Until Skopje Flag Issue 
Resolved 


NC3003 123593 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1130 GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Text] The cabinet meeting, held under Prime Minister 
Konstandinos Mitsotakis, to form Greece’s final answer 
to the United Nations regarding the Skopje issue has just 
ended. Foreign Minister Mikhail Papakonstandinou 
stressed that the Greek reply to the United Nations will 
not be given until the issue of Skopje’s flag, which will be 
raised outside the UN headquarters, is resolved. 


Flag Issue May Delay Greek Reply 


NC3003 165593 Athens ET-1 Television Network in 
Greek 1200 GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Excerpt] The Greek Government does not rule out the 
possibility that it will not reply to the United Nations 
Security Council on Skopje today if some disputed 
problems are not solved within the day. In that case, the 
Greek response will be postponed until 5 April. The issue 
was discussed in detail today during an extraordinary 
Cabinet meeting. Our political correspondent Angeliki 
Angelopoulou is on the line with more details. 


[Begin Angelopoulou recording] Government 
Spokesman Vasilios Manginas did not go into the 
remaining disputes in detail, but he said that among 
them is the problem of Skopje raising a flag at the United 
Nations building. The flag includes the Veryina Star 
[Greek national emblem]. There are other probiems. 
Prime Minister Konstandinos Mitsotakis reviewed the 
issue during the extraordinary Cabinet meeting, saying 
there should have been a meeting of the political leaders 
under President Konstandinos Karamanlis and noting 
that Panhellenic Socialist Movement Chairman Andreas 
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Papandreou alone is to blame for canceling it. Foreign 
Minister Mikhail Papakonstandinou also reviewed the 
problem. 


Greece wants peace and stability in the area safeguarded. 
A condition of its response is normalization of and good 
relations between the two countries. The Greek reply will 
cover all known points, such as a mediation package 
suggested by former Portuguese Foreign Minister Pin- 
heiro, the constitution, propaganda, border guarantee, 
and the issue of emblems, which came about after 
Pinheiro created his package. The Cabinet unanimously 
authorized the foreign minister to handle the issue. 
Many ministers spoke in the same vein and the prime 
minister repeated that if there is agreement, it will come 
under the approval of the New Democracy parliamen- 
tary group and the Cabinet. 


Manginas said Papakonstandinou ir not expected to go 
to New York and said Greece will reply if the out- 
standing issues are resolved. [passage omitted on 
domestic issues] [end recording] 


— Resigns as Chamber Deputy Over Skopje 
ssue 


NC3003075493 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 0400 GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Excerpt] Former Prime Minister Yeoryios Rallis 
resigned from his position in the Chamber of Deputies 
yesterday morning. In a letter to Chamber of Deputies 
President Athanasios Tsaldharis, Rallis notes, among 
other things, that he resigned because he could not 
approve the government's handling of the Skopje issue in 
the midnight vote of confidence. He holds the opposition 
almost equally responsible, however, because its use of 
cheap demagogy has pushed the government to create a 
foreign policy that has brought us to an impasse. On the 
issue of Skopje, Rallis believes the name issue was given 
undue attention, while aspects of its constitution and 
propaganda were not given enough importance. [passage 
omitted] 
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Cetin Writes Russia’s Kozyrev on 
Nagorno-Karabakh 

1L.D3003 145893 Moscow ITAR-TASS World Service in 
Russian 1324 GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Report by correspondent Itar-Tass Sergey Feoktistov] 


(Text] Ankara, 30 Mar (ITAR-TASS)}—Hikmet Cetin, 
Turkish foreign minister, sent a letter to Andrey 
Kozyrev, his Russian counterpart, in which he appealed 
for a most expedient discussion about measures aimed at 
reaching a cease-fire within the framework of joint 
efforts to settle the Nagorno-Karabakh problem. 


Speaking today in the Turkish capital, the head of the 
country’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs said that Turkey 
hoped to see an end to the Armenian-Azeri conflict in 
the very near future, and underlined the importance of 
joint actions by Russia and Turkey in that direction. 


H. Cetin said that he will accompany Turgut Ozal, 
president of Turkey, on his tour of Central Asian repub- 
lics. It has been announced here that the tour of Turkic 
countries by the Turkish head of state was scheduled for 
the beginning of April. 


Cetin Leaves for Algeria, Tunisia, Meeting With 


TA3003 152693 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1510 
GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Text] Ankara, March 30 (AA)}—Foreign Minister 
Hikmet Cetin on Tuesday [30 March] left for a five-day 
tour of Algeria and Tunisia where he will hold talks with 
senior government officials. 


Speaking to reporters at Ankara’s Esenboga Airport 
before his departure, Cetin said Turkey and these two 
countries share historical ties, adding this visit will be an 
occasion to develop economic and political ties. 


He said during his visit to Algeria, the subject of the 
importation of liquid natural gas from that country will 
be discussed in order to arrive at a conclusion by the end 
of this year. 


Cetin said that during his visit to Tunisia he will also 
meet with the leader of the Palestinian Liberation Orga- 
nization (PLO), Yasir ‘Arafat. 


An agreement on a joint economic project is also 
expected to be signed between the two countries. 


Demirel Cited on Terrorism, Bosnia, Cyprus 


7TA3003200293 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Excerpts] Suleyman Demirel, True Path Party leader 
and prime minister, has said that negotiating with a 
terrorist organization that sets conditions for ending its 
murders would reduce the struggle waged until now to 
nothing. Demirel told his party’s assembly group 
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meeting today that Turkey would lose its conscience as a 
state if it negotiated with the terrorists. Pressure has been 
applied on the state recently to make certain concessions 
following the terrorist leader’s cease-fire declaration and 
the lack of incidents during Nevruz, Demirel remarked. 
He added: We cannot encourage and reward people who 
have been shedding blood for having announced that 
they are renouncing this bloodshed. Demirel emphasized 
that it will be good for the criminals themselves to stop 
committing murders. The prime minister described as 
futile the efforts of 5,000 or 10,000 people to divide 
territory which has belonged to Turkey for 923 years and 
establish an independent state. Demirel stated that no 
one can change the Turkish state’s united character. The 
matter was also affirmed in the coalition protocol, 
Demirel recalled. [passage omitted] 


Commenting on Bosnia-Herzegovina, Demirel said that 
a new Bosnia-Herzegovina emerged in the world after 
President Izetbegovic signed the proposed peace plan, 
even though it did not contain very favorable conditions. 
It is now essential for the world to apply sanctions on the 
Serbs, who refuse to sign the agreement, Demirel noted. 
He remarked that if the Serbs sign the agreement, the 
world must guarantee its implementation. It is not 
possible, the prime minister noted, to allow even more 
crimes against humanity to be committed in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. The time has come to act against the 
aggressor, he added. Demirel explained that Turkey 
extended more material and moral support to Bosnia- 
Herzegovina than any other country. 


Noting that Cyprus will continue to constitute a problem 
in the world arena, Demirel said that there are two 
separate nations on the island, not two separate peoples, 
and if they are to live together, they must determine their 
own conditions. The prime minister asked that the 
Cyprus question not be turned into an issue between 
Turkey and the United States, between Turkey and 
Britain, or between Turkey and France. 


Spokesman Terms Denktas-Kliridhis Meeting 
‘Positive Step’ 


TA3103111993 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1000 GMT 31 Mar 93 


[Text] Turkey has described the meeting held within the 
framework of the UN secretary general’s goodwill mis- 
sion between the two Cypriot community leaders in New 
York yesterday [30 March] as a positive step. 


In reply to a question during his weekly news conference 
in Ankara today, acting Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Ferhat Ataman recalled that a decision was adopted 
during the New York meeting to resume the direct talks 
between the sides on 24 May. Pointing out that the sides 
are expected to meet on the island prior to this date with 
the aim of conducting preparations, Ataman noted that 
this will help to eliminate mutual lack of trust in Cyprus. 


Ataman continued: We regard the meeting held between 
the two Cypriot community leaders in New York within 
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the framework of the UN secretary general's goodwill 
mission as a positive step. We hope that in this new 
phase we are entering, a lasting solution will be achieved 
in Cyprus through free negotiations between the two 
sides. On the basis of this understanding, we will con- 
tinue to support the work of the UN secretary general. 


State Seen To Act Against Islamists in Politics 


NC2603 144593 Ankara TURKISH PROBE in English 
9 Mar 93 pp 12-13 


{Article by Emre Gokalp: “Is There a Place for Politics in 
Islam?”’} 


[Text] Amid growing interest in allegations that the 
Islamic factor, by inciting the murder of secularist intel- 
lectuals, will cause polarization between pro-Islamic and 
secularist circles, along with claims that some religious 
officials have politicized their preaching, the relation- 
ship between Islam and politics is once again on Tur- 
key’s social and political agenda. 


Secular and leftist circles increased accusations against 
Islamic circles, claiming that a politicized Islam was a 
threat not only to secularists but to the regime itself. 
Hardline pro-Islamic circles defended themselves 
against “secular attacks on the rise” following the 
murder of prominent journalist and writer Ugur 
Mumcu, and said Islam did by definition mean politics. 
Moderates, as usual, tried to calm the parties down by 
maintaining that Islam in the secular Turkish Republic 
would harm no one. 


Concerns increased with mounting reports that the gov- 
ernment was paying preachers to take a more political 
line day by day. In such an atmosphere, no one was taken 
by surprise when Prime Minister Suleyman Demirel 
asked religious officials to refrain from playing into the 
hands of secularists. Demirel repeated his appeals to the 
religious officials in his monthly press conference and 
=— that mosques should not become political plat- 
orms. 


The Religious Affairs Directorate, which is accepted as 
the main body in the coordination and supervision of 
Islamic activities in Turkey, may be targeted in the 
dispute. Accusations have once again surfaced that the 
Religious Affairs Directorate does not have enough 
authority in religious education, religious foundations 
and publications. 


The Religious Affairs Directorate, which was established 
in 1924 to carry out tasks connected with the “beliefs, 
the divine services and the moral principles of Islam in 
order to enlighten the people,” is directly affiliated to the 
State Ministry. The directorate, which has remained 
silent for years, broke this silence for the Turkish Probe. 
In an exclusive interview, the President of the Religious 
Affairs Directorate Mehmet Nuri Yilmaz said legal 
action was being taken against religious personnel 
involved in politics. 
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Underlining that the Turkish state could not intervene in 
religion or mosques, but had a say regarding affairs 
related to the functioning of these establishments, 
Yilmaz also warned that mixing religion with politics 
contradicted the basic logic of Islam. 


“There have been charges that some of our employees 
were involved in daily politics. Our people do not want 
religious employees to get involved in daily politics,” 
said Yilmaz. “Such disturbances will definitely be pre- 
vented, using all means and methods.” 


As the press reports from time to time, there have been 
claims that certain religious officials, especially imams in 
some mosques, have politicized their preaching and are 
making comments such as the state and the government 
are not secular and the only way is to establish a shari‘ah 
order. 


“It is true,” Yilmaz said, regarding the aforementioned 
criticism. “Some of our officials have been politicized.” 
Saying that it is difficult in practise for the directorate to 
Carry out controls “everywhere, all the time,” Yilmaz 
said the current legislation of the directorate bans 
employees from being involved in active politics. 


“In that context,” he added “the necessary legal proceed- 
ings are underway against those employees. The use of 
religion as a political took is not in line with the basic 
spirit of Islam.” Turkey's Religious Affairs Directorate 
(an official body within the secular state apparatus in 
charge of all “official” religious affairs) has 63,176 
personnel working in 66,674 mosques throughout 
Turkey. Moreover, there are 1,100 mosques and 691 
religious officials outside Turkey. 


The directorate also has a number of bookstores in 
Turkey, selling books from some 200 pro-Islamic 
printing houses. Over 290 pro-Islamic printing houses 
publish significant numbers of Islamic books, from the 
Holy Koran to the books of the radical Islamic Hizbullah 
movement. The Religious Affairs Directorate, however, 
has published only 321 books “to enlighten people on 
religion.” 


While there are over 40 weekly and monthly pro-Islamic 
periodicals printed and sold in Turkey, as well as some 
250 weekly and monthly local pro-Islamic publications, 
the Religious Affairs Directorate has only three period- 
icals. According to Yilmaz, the Diyanet Aylik Dergi 
[RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS MONTHLY MAGAZINE] 
sells 101,000 copies every month. Another monthly, 
Diyanet Cocuk Dergisi [RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS CHIL- 
DRENS’ MAGAZINE] sells 62,000 copies, while Diy- 
anet Ilmi Dergisi [RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS SCIENTIFIC 
MAGAZINE], a publication on theology which comes 
out every three months, sells 5,000 copies. Additionally, 
in Turkey there are around 750 Islamic theological 
middle schools and lycees, as well as some 5,000 Koran 
courses with around 300,000 students. 


For years, the number of Islamic theological schools, 
mosques and courses in the Koran, as well as the increase 
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in the sectarian movement were important points in an 
ongoing debate for superior secularism. Recently, pro- 
Islamic circles again began to criticise the Religious 
Affairs Directorate. In a recent cover story in the 
monthly Yeni Zemin [NEW TIMES]}—one of the prom- 
inent pro-Islamic journals in Turkey, in which leading 
Islamic figures such as Ali Bulac, Abdurrahman Dilipak, 
Mehmet Metiner and Altan Tan write—an appeal was 
made for “the State to detach itself from religion”. 


“Repressed religion demands freedom in Turkey,” 
argued the journal on its cover. According to Mehmet 
Metiner, editor-in-chief of the journal, the Religious 
Affairs Directorate should be abolished in stages and the 
state should stop religious education and instruction. 


It is obvious that no one is happy with the Religious 
Affairs Directorate. Leftist, Kemalist and liberal circles 
are against religious affairs in a more secular Turkey. 
Islamic circles are also against it as they want to give life 
to a more “civilian” type of Islam. 


Metiner also claims that the religious personnel in 
mosques are actually the employees of the state, and that 
the state intervenes in mosques’ internal affairs. But 
Yilmaz, rejecting the claims, said the state cannot inter- 
vene in religious affairs. 


“The directorate will intervene in cases where a mosque 
official behaves in a way which would provoke the 
people,” pointed out Yilmaz. “But this is not the inter- 
vention of the state in religion. "It is a fact that different 
extremist groups in Turkey are critical as far as religious 
affairs is concerned,” said Yilmaz. “But, he added, 
“when taken from the angle of Turkish society as a 
whole, the percentage of the extremist groups is very 
small.“ Defining the task of his organization, Yilmaz 
said the Religious Affairs Directorate had been following 
“policies determined according to the current laws and 
basic principles of Islam.“ 


“The views and wishes of the individuals and the insti- 
tutions are assessed within this framework. In order to 
Carry Out our services in an efficient way, we cannot give 
any concessions to these principles,” added Yilmaz. 


He added that they wish to organize a meeting with the 
leading figures of religious groups throughout Turkey in 
order to debate religious subjects with them. “I believe 
that, as in every field, there is a need for a livelier 
dialogue between social groups, and for discussions in 
the area of religion. In this way the shared values and 
common denominators of society will be better deter- 
mined.” 


Yilmaz also said they were planning to convene a reli- 
gious shura (summit) within the year. According to 
Yilmaz, the necessary legal preparations and changes for 
this are about to be completed, and participants will also 
be invited from abroad. 


Pointing out that they were working on a major project 
to interpret the Koran for better understanding by 
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younger generation Turks, Yilmaz said, “With the 
changing and developing world of today, a new interpre- 
tation of the Holy Koran should be made.” He also said 
that no organization in Turkey had the mght to overturn 
religious orders of fatwas issued by a supreme board 
within his directorate. 


The remarks made about the need for a new interpreta- 
tion of the Koran and the restriction of the involvement 
of religious employees in politics could initiate theoret- 
ical debate in Islamic circles not only in Turkey, but 
abroad as well. Some of Yilmaz’s remarks seem to have 
boosted the debate on Turkish secularism and the role of 
& Religious Affairs Directorate in state and religious 
affairs. 


But, what is more obvious is that the debate on secu- 
larism, including the rise of fundamentalism and the role 
of the Religious Affairs Directorate, will continue to 
remain on Turkey's social and political agenda for a long 
time to come. 


Commentary Analyzes PKK Leader's Interview 


NC2603 160793 Istanbul TERCUMAN in Turkish 22 
Mar 93 p 2 


[Tayyar Safak commentary on an interview by Abdullah 
Ocalan, leader of the Workers Party of Kurdistan, PKK. 
with Nuriye Akman; from the “From Safak” column: 
“Understanding Apo”; punctuation as published] 


[Text] [Safak] For some days now, our lives have been 
fully occupied by Apo [Abdullah Ocalan’s nom de 
guerre]. The papers are full of Apo's picture, private 
television stations are rerunning reports on Apo. 
Remember what you have seen: Even while laughing. 
this man suddenly crosses his eyebrows, gestures with his 
hands, and utters threats, and then chuckles again. Have 
you not gotten the same impression” 


Nuriye Akman has held the most interesting interview 
with Apo yet. 


{[Akman] Have you never thought of yourself as a ter- 
rorist? 


[Ocalan] On the contrary, | feel myself closer to the type 
of person Jesus was. | am closer to Jesus’ love of peace. 


[Akman] But Jesus turned his other cheek to the person 
who struck him. 


[Ocalan] Some time ago a church father told me: “You 
resemble Jesus very much. Jesus also died when he was 
34 years old.” He told me how he washed his disciples’ 
feet four years before his death. 


[Akman] Are you contemplating an end similar to 
Jesus”? 


[Ocalan] No, but I highly resemble him where rendering 
of services and peace is concerned. 
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Some peace-loving Jesus whc says that “if the govern- 
ment attacks, there will be up to 20,000 deaths this year 
alone.” Amazing similarity, is it not? Yes, Apo is the 
spitting image of Jesus. 

eos 


He is also an expert on women. 


[Ocalan] The man before you (he means himself) is a 
peerless male on the market.... 


He is also a very good Turkish citizen, saying: 


[Ocalan] I do not think you could find any better citizen 
than me. I say I am the best of citizens.... 


In addition, he is a great man of letters: 


[Ocalan] I even think I could be the starting point for the 
evolution of a new literature in Turkey.... 


What about Apo’s family ties? For example, his ties with 
his brother, Osman, who puts his life on the line for him. 
Apo even talked about this during the interview: 


[Ocalan] In some ways he is a sacrificial lamb for his big 
brother. Even though it appears that he is trying to settle 
accounts in his own way, as though is trying to take 
revenge; he is engaged in politicking. 
{[Akman] What is the extent of your ties as brothers?.... 
{Ocalan} There is nothing much to it. 


{[Akman] Whom do you trust most in this world?.... 
{Ocalan} Maybe intellectual inquiries. 
{[Akman] This implies that you trust no one. 


[Ocalan] It reveals that I have been cruel towards myself. 
This will make you understand the rest better. 


The following are the words uttered by Ocalan: 


[Ocalan] I am the person most averse to war. There is no 
other soul so wary of war. 


[Safak] The following words also belong to Ocalan: 


[Ocalan] Now I have become an architect of war. If 
things go on like this, I might become one of the masters 
of war. I might enhance my prestige by developing a 
more intensive war. 
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[Safak] How is he absolving himself from the pain of 
conscience over the spilled blood? Here is his reply: 
[Ocalan] We have experienced even worse situations 
than an abused and denigrated life. Such situations 
alleviate my pain of conscience a little bit over the spilled 
blood. The thought that it is better to die like this than 
live a denigrated life somewhat calms me. 

[Safak] He then made a 180 degree change: 


[Ocalan] Every day I tell my comrades: Are you aware 
that you are harming the lives of the people? 


He then made a further half-turn: 


[Ocalan] No one has ever reduced himself to nothingness 
and melted away for the sake of the progress of a people 
as I have done. I have been left without individuality; it 
just melted away. There is no one like me who has been 
so cruel against himself. There is no one like me who has 
leveled himself to the ground and acted mercilessly 
towards himself. 


Here is a part from the interview: 
{[Akman] You say your life is a cruelty committed against 
yourself. 


[Ocalan] It is deep pain and cruelty. I am saying: “This 
should not have been the lot of one person.” | say to 


myself: “You, Apo, had you respected yourself a bit, you 
would not have had borne down on yourself so much 
since your childhood.” 

[Akman] Did the extent of this cruelty affect your 
psychological condition? 

[Ocalan] I use the following sentence to describe my 


situation: A person who has not betrayed his childhood 
or dreams. This is a sufficient reply to your question. 


{[Akman] We see no reply in that, it is not very clear. 
[Ocalan] What was your question? 

[Akman] Did such cruelty not create psychological dis- 
orders? 

{Ocalan} I had childhood interests and dreams. In order 
not to betray them... 


[Akman] But you are saying “my individuality was 
destroyed.” Did this not create a psychological disorder? 
[Ocalan] In an way, the product of that cruelty is this 
war, which appears to you as strange. I have been taking 


eeeeee 
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[Safak} Is there a need to describe Apo? Do you now 
understand why this war is being waged? | am no 
psychologist, but I guess I understood the reasons for it. 


Deputy Prime Minister Discusses Kurdish Issue 


NC3103111893 Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 25 
Mar 93 p 16 


[“Exclusive” interview with Deputy Prime Minister 
Erdal Inonu by HURRIYET correspondent Yavuz 
Gokmen in Ankara; date not given: “Inonu Tells HUR- 
RIYET: Education in Kurdish Can Be Arranged”) 
[Text] [Gokmen] The Nevruz spring festival has been 
marked without bloodshed following Kurdish Workers 
Party [PKK] leader Abdullah Ocalan’s cease-fire call. 
Things are peaceful now. Where will all this lead? 
{Inonu] Terrorist activities are still continuing in our 
large cities. A widespread separatist and terrorist move- 
ment exists in southeastern Turkey. These are ailments 
that must be removed. They are not linked to political 
developments. We have to consider terrorism and polit- 
ical developments separately. 


{Gokmen] Are they not trying to gain certain rights 
through terrorism? 


[Inonu] I want to stress that the PKK’s terrorist activities 
and the wish of our citizens of Kurdish extraction to 
point out the shortcomings in our democracy and urge us 
to remove them are two different issues. The PKK's 
terrorist activities cannot lead to any democratic devel- 
opment. On the contrary, they create a difficult situation 
for democratic development. 


The Objective Is the Paris Convention 
{[Gokmen] Can you comment on democratization? 


{Inonu} We are trying within the framework of our 
democratization program to improve the situation 
throughout southeastern Turkey. Our objective is to 
establish a democratic order compatible with the Paris 
Convention. This goal is included in our coalition pro- 
tocol. Everyone should enjoy freedom of speech. Each 
individual must be treated as a first-class citizen regard- 
less of ethnicity. We have to guard against discrimina- 
tion. We also have to remove the shortcomings in the 
legal arrangements, if there are any. Our citizens of 
Kurdish extraction in southeastern Turkey have an iden- 
tity problem that has to be solved. The ban on ther 
using their own language was lified when we were in the 
opposition. They must be free to use their own language, 
listen to their own songs, observe their traditions, and 
mark Nevruz. 

[Gokmen]} What about education? 


[Inonu] The official language is Turkish. Therefore, the 
state cannot allow an ethnic language to be taught in its 
educatioral institutions. However, the state cannot 
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obstruct the use of an ethnic language. We cannot 
interfere if private establishments teach an ethnic lan- 


Federation Cannot Be Established 


{Gokmen] Rumors are being spread on the possibility of 
a federation. Can you outline your views on the matter? 


{Inonu] The state has a unitary constitutional structure. 
That was how the republic was established. Its founders 
agreed on that structure. We do not think a federation is 
necessary. We are convinced that moving toward a 
federation would create unnecessary confusion and anx- 


iety. 
[Gokmen] How will terrorism end? 


[Inonu] In one of two ways. The terrorists will either 
terrorist activities or decide not to, in which 
case the security forces will maintain their struggle. The 
success of security operations will, in time, weaken the 
effects of terrorism. When will terrorism end? That is 
difficult to predict. As we have observed in foreign 
countries, acts of terrorism may continue for a long time. 
However, they gradually become less effective. 


Our Approach Has Not Changed 


[Gokmen] Considering the PKK’s recent call for a cease- 
fire, can we assume that a new opportunity has been 
created for a solution? 


{Inonu] Our approach has not changed in line with 
recent PKK. statements. We welcomed the peaceful way 
Nevruz was marked with folk dancing. Everyone knows 
that confusion will not break out if the terrorist organi- 
zation stops carrying out armed activities. 


{[Gokmen] The PKK is currently observing a cease-fire. 
The deadline ends on 15 April. What can we do to 
prevent the resumption of firing? 


[Inonu] Several statements were made that the terrorists 
will abandon their activities. However, they are not 
enough. There is nothing to confirm that the terrorists 
will not resume their activities. Nothing has been said in 
that regard. They have said they will not resort to 
terrorist activities for some time. That will not change 
anything. We have armed men in our country who will 
engage in terrorist activities some days and not others. 
They carry out operations when they want. We cannot 
have that in this country. Therefore, it would be wrong of 
me to comment on the matter. 


{[Gokmen] They have made proposals related to demo- 
cratic procedures. 


[Inonu] Let us say that a group of individuals, who call 
for democratic progress, cooperates with the terrorist 
organization. What will happen when they begin to 
cooperate? If it happens, proposals will be brought to the 
National Assembly. Whether the National Assembly will 
decide to uphold them is another matter. Terrorism will 
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be maintained if their proposals are Demo- 


cratic progress cannot be achieved like that. 


I Cannot Say the Spring Operation Will Not Be Heid 
[Gokmen] Will the spring operation be carried out? 
[Inony] .... 

[Gokmen] Will you reply to that question? 


{Inonu] I cannot. How can I reply to that question? I am 
not the person who carries out the military operation. 
Nor am I the person to say that the operation should not 
be carried out. | cannot, therefore, express an opinion. 
Naturally, the state will maintain its effort to remove 
terrorism from the country. We wish to achieve that goal 
without exhausting our people and without causing anx- 
iety. Our objective is to help the country remove ter- 
rorism with the will of its electorate. 


A Summit is Unnecessary 


{Gokmen] Do you believe a summit should be held on 
the matter with President Ozal, Prime Minister Demirel, 
yourself, and the leader of the main opposition Mother- 
land Party? 


{Inonu] We have a working parliament and the normal 
democratic procedure is functioning. All problems are 
being debated democratically. The prime minister feels 
free to talk to the president if he has something to bring 
to his attention. He also feels free to talk to the opposi- 
tion parties if he has anything to convey to them. I do not 
believe any other formal measure is required. There is no 
reason for a summit. 


eee OS CS COS AGE See Ve 
ow’ 
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[Text] Prime Minister Suleyman Demirel declared that it 
is not possible to achieve anything through bloodshed 
and called on terrorists to take refuge in Turkish justice 
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and its legal system. A meeting was held at the Cankaya 
Mansion today under the chairmanship of President 
Turgut Ozal on security and the recent situation in 


In a statement after the which lasted approxi- 
mately one and a half hours, Demirel said that tranquil- 
lity has prevailed in the region in the aftermath of 
Nevruz and this is very pleasing. He continued: 


ee See mas ey the shedding of 

blood saddens us all very deeply. We are calling on the 
armed people in the mountains to come and take refuge 
in the legal system and justice of the Turkish state. We 
tell them that it is not possible to achieve anything 
through bloodshed. We say that it is not possible for 
3,000-5,000 people to take to the mountains and destroy 
the big Turkish state. We are saying all this very sin- 
cerely. We are calling on them and asking them to lay 
down their arms and seek shelter in Turkish justice and 
its legal system. [end recording} 


In reply to a question, Demirel announced that Jalal 
Talabani, leader of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, is 
expected to arrive in Turkey on 5 April and may meet 
with him the same night. Responding to another ques- 
tion, the prime minister remarked that terrorist PKK's 
(Workers Party of Kurdistan] leader Ocalan is not the 
government's interlocutor. He added that the govern- 
ment’s sole aim is to stop the bloodshed in the region. 


When a reporter asked him if the previously planned 
spring operation is still valid, Demirel said: The situa- 
tion at the moment does not warrant an operation. At 
least, not for now. 


Attending the meeting at the Cankaya Mansion were 
Ozal; Demirel; General Dogan Gures, chief of the Gen- 
eral Staff, and Erdal Inonu, state minister and deputy 
prime minister. 
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